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To fuifili the purpose the Federation will =

1. seek a comwmon POgition on &ll the important probiems
affecting the Community 7

2. inform the public and involve it in the contruction
of a uniteé and Liberal Buropszan DEmOCracy.

3. support and cocrdinate the merpher partizs in the elections

to the Eurogean Parliament.

European elections

S.
4
g
®
i

The membear partics undartake to £

on a8 common plLaticow

Articlie 3.

Membership of the Federation is ogen to all political parties
of the European Commuil.icy wio accept the Statutes, the
Stuttgart declaration and the policy programmes, as agreed by the

Congresses of the rederation

Article 4.

Any party wishing to join “n. Palcrac-ion and which complies

with the previsions of ar%iz'.. 3 may submit an application

for membership to the Secrerary-General who will refer it for

decision to the Executive Comnittee.



Tf the Executive Committee ig unanimous the application

for mempership is accepted.

When tne Executive Committee is unadbie to reach such a

decision, then it should be gubmitted to the Congress, which

1 make the decision according to the normal voting procedure.
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Article 5.
The. Federation will be financed by contributions of the

member parties in proportions and amounts agreed by the

Executive Committes.,

Article 6.
Any member party of the Federation may withdraw by
notifying its decision to the Secretary-General. Notice

shall take effect at thes end of the current vear.

Article 7.
Any member party of the Federation which no longer complies
with the provisions cf Articles 1 and 3 may be asked by

the Executive Conmmittee to withdraw. Until this reguest

is submittsd to the Congress, the menber varty concernéd

is suspended from the & At *he Congress to which

the request is submittsc, carty concerned may participate

with full voting richtvs v-2i. vane Congress has decided on

this matter.

Article 8.
1. If a member party fails tc wcet its fimancial obligations,
the Executive Committee mav :suspend ite rights to vete or

to be represented on the Commmititee and the Congresgs until

it has fulfilled the said cbhligations.
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2. 1If 3 _oarty 1is regquested to withdraw from the Federation

according to Article 7, the first paragraph of this

Article will not be applicable.

3. If a member party has ceased to belong to the Federation
from a date fixed by the Congress, its contributions will

be refunded proportionally.

Article 9.

1. Newly founded parties who succeéd in the rights of member

parties m&yv continue to be member of the Federation.

2. Any official contact of a member party with parties, non-
member of the ELD or of the Liberal International in other
countries where there is a member party of the Federation can

only take place after having consulted the member party in the
country concerned,



Genexali Provisions.

CHAPTER ITIT

Article 10.

13

The organs of the Federation shall be

- the Congress ;
- the Executive Committee.

These two organs shall be assisted by the General Secretariat.

Article 11.

The Federation is represented in the European Parliament

by the Liberal and Democratic Group.

Members of the European Parliament, elected or nominated
and belonging to one of the member parties of the

Federation or presented by them will be members of the

Liberal and Democratic Group.

Article 12.

The registered office and the secretariat of the Federation

shall be in Brussels,.

Article 13.

The official languages of the Faderation are the official

languages of the European Community.



Executive Compnittee

CHAPTER IV

Article 14.
The Executive Committee comprises :

- the President of the Federation, as its Chairman ;

- two members ror each member party, member parties entitled to
more than 10% of the delegates of the Congress shall have a
third member. However, there may be no more than four members
from any single member-state &as party-representatives. These
members shall be appointed by their parties for a period of
two years. ;

six members clected by the Congress for a period of two years

anéd to be nominated by 25 del egates at the latest 24 hours before the

vote.
-~ the Chairman of the Liberal and Democratic Group of the

European Parliament ;

- the members of ths Commission of the European Communities

who belong to & member parity

- one member appointed by the Liberal and Radical Youth Mouvement of
the European Communities. Such a member should belong to a member
party of the Federation of the Liberal Parties.
Brtatcie 150
The Congress will elect the President of the Federation.
He shall serve for two years, after which he is eligible
for re-election but may nct serve for more than six years

in total.

Article 16.

1. The Committee shall appoinc two Vice-Presidents from

among its members.

2. The Committee shall appoint tne Secretary-General and

the Treasurer.,

3. These persons together with the President and the Chairman

of the Liberal and Democr&tic Group of the European Parlia-

ment compose the Bureau orf the Federation.
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brticle 17.

fThe Committee shall meet at least four times a year at

a place and date chosen by the Executive Committee.

brticle 18,

The Committee shall reach decisions by a majority of the

members present and voting. The guorum consists of twelve

members.

Article 19.

Between meetings of the Congress, the Committee will be
empowered to speak and act on behalf of the Federation in

all spheres of the latter‘s jurisdiction.

Article 20.

Each member partv communicates its iist of candidates

for the European elections to the Executive Committee.

Article 21.
The Committee may set up aévisory or technical committees

for any purpose it thinxs £it.

Article 22.

The Committee shall adcpt its own ruies of procedure.

Article 23.

At the meeting of the Congress, ¢he Committea shail on

request report on its activitius.
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CHAPTER V

Article 24.
The member parties of the Federation wnich have been
designated as the national parties fuifilling the criteria

of Article 3, will meet annuaily in a Congress.

Article 25.

The Congress shall consist of the following members :

1. a) Six representatives from each country. In the case
of a country where there is more than one member
party these representatives shall be allocated to
each party &s far &
number of votes cast for each party at the last national

(33

possible in proportion to the

general election, held &t lLesst two months before
the Congress.

b) For each member party, a number of representatives
based on the foilowing relationship to the number of
votes, cast for that party at the last national
general electiocn :

-~ one representative for each 100.000 votes or a
major part thereoi up to three million votes ;

- one representitive for each 250.000 votes or a
major part thereof between three and five million
votes

- one representative for each 500.000 votes or a

major part theresfi exceeding five million votes.

2. The members of the Libera. snd Democyaiic Group of the

Furopean Parliament and the Iiberal and Democratic members

of the Commission of the Furcpean Communities shall

automatically be members ¢ff the Congress.



3. Ten representatives nominated by the Liberal and Radical Youth

Mouvement of the European Community.

4 . The Executive Committee shall be responsible for
defining the liberal votes taking into consideration

the different national electoral systems.

Axticle 26,

1.4 2/3 (two thirds) majority of members voting (and present)

is needed to make valid decisions.

2 . Amendments to resolutions andé other proposals are adopted
by simple majority.

3. No vote will be taken unless there is a quorum of
100 persons present.

4. The member parties may also nominate substitutes to
a maximum of half of the number of their designated
representation.

5. Each member has the right to¢ one vote.

6. In the case of absence, 1/4 + 1 of the representatives

from each delegaticn have the right to two votes.

Article 27.
The Congress shall hold zn annval meeting in one of the
countries of the Community.

The party/parties in wh

o
held will provide the Chairman -f the Congress.

Article 28,

The _agenda of the Congress wii: e Srawn Lo by the BExecutive

Cormittee. Each member party .-.& oie Liberal and Democratic

Group of the European Parliamenc wi.li have the right to

» /s



place items on the agenda of both the Executive Committee

and the Congress.

Article 29.

The Congress can :

1. - make decisions on all matters within the competence of
the Treaties establishing the European Communities and
on matters regarding political co-operation of the

European Community

2. - decide on all other matters which the members have

unanimcusly recognized as falling within its competence

3. - deliberate on all proposals submitted to it by a member

party or one of its representatives and may deliver an

opinion on such proposals ;

4. - receive the report of the Executive Committee and

debate it if so desires ;

S. - receive reports from the Liberal and Democratic Group

of the European Parliament

6. - make amendments to the Constitution :

7. - make recommendations to the Liberal and Democratic

Group of the European pPariiament.

Article 30.

The Congress may set up Committees to examine any matters

within its competence ag de¢iined in Article 29,

Article 31.

The debates of the Congress sznall be published. The

Executive Committee may cdecide to publish the debates in

full or in part.
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Secretariat and Treasury
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Article 32.

1. The Federation shall be assisted by & Segcretary-General,

appointed by the Executive Commictes for a period of two years,

2. The Secretary-General must be a national of one of the
Member States of the Community. He must be a member of

a party affiliated to the Federation,

3. The Secretary-Gerneral shall head a secretariat, the
composition and organizaticn of whnich shall be determined

by the Executive Committee.

Article 33.

The Secretary-General shall be assisted in the exercise of

his functions by natiocnal parties.

Article 34.

The Secretary-General ghall. be responsible to the Executive

Committee and the Congress,

Article 35.

The Secretary-Generzl may not ke employed by a Government, be a

fute

member of a national Parliament or the European Parliament, or

engage work incompatcibie with his duties.

Article 36.

1. The Secretary-General shall croarnize the meetings of the

Federation.

2. He shall attend the annual conferences of the member
parties of the Federation and, if asked, shall report

to them on the work of the Faderation.
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He shall maintain contacts between the parties of the
Federation,

The Secretary-General may engage expenses up to an amount to
be fixed by the Executive Committee uncder his own responsibility

Any amount above that sum has to be refered to the Treasurer.

Article 3T

B

The Treasurer shall be apgoinied by the Executive Committee

for a pericd of two years.

The Treasurer will propoge the annuai budget and the

contyribution of gach of the membey parties to the

Executive Ccmmitctee.,

He wili account for the expenses of the Secretariat and

all other ocrgansg of the Federxation.

He will also be responsible for the accounting of the

electoral fund at the disposal of the Federation.

All payments arse zigned by &t least the Treasurer and

the Secretary-Gonevral.
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Rules of Prccedure

L. CONGRESS.

1. The Congress shall be held at least once a year.

2 . The Executive Committee shalil destermine the date and

the duration of the Congress.

3. The Executive Committee shall fix the place of the

Congress in one of the Member States of the Community.

LI, AGENDA AND TIMETARLE OF THE CONGRESS.

1. The Bxecutive Committee shall draw up the agerda.

2 .Draft resolutions and amendments, concerning items on the

agenda, may oe submitted by the Executive Committee, the

Liberal and Democratic Grouw in the FBurcpean Parliament,

any one membar npariv or cwantv-five delegates.

3. If the subiject of a draft resolution submitted by dele-

gates is not covered by the agenda, the Executive Committee,

and, if it redjects itz inciusisnn in the agendsa, the Congress

will decide bv simpole masoricy wosther the asotion will be

admicted for discussLon 2.8 decision.

4., Items, including drafc agenda must be

submitted not less tr - to Congress.
5. The agenda will be sentc co &li nember parties not less
than gight weeks priocyr vo Congress.

6. Any other relgvant rcens L0 . yhlrn- =onswg will be sent

(.
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out at the same time as wio . oonda.

7. Amendments must be submitited vo thne Sarcastarv-Ganer2l no

later than four weeks prios o cone Coagress.



B

-

=

The Executive may for technical reasons decide to lenghten
the timetable of the Congress.

The amendments submitted must be in the possession of

all members of Congress at the latest one week prior

to Congress.

III. REPRESENTATICON AT THE CONGRESS.

g

A list of represerntatives and substitutes shall be sent
by each memper party to the Secretary-General at least
three weeks prior to Congress.

Any verificatition of credentials will be carried out,

eri
reguire
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il , by the Executive Committee.
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IV. ELECTIONS.

All members of the Execu:tive Committee, elected by the

1.

Congress or apcpointed bv member parties, shall serve for
two years.

2. No person may serve as President for more than a total
of six consecutive Vears.

3. Baliot willi be s« vi.. always pe neld even with
the same number oI A3 Thare are posts to be
filled.

AN e .

4. Each member partyv mav make one nomination for the
presidency.

5. The Congress shall elect ;v _szaglc transferable vote six
members to serve on the sxgcittive Comnittee,

V, CONDUCT OF SESSICNS Or -+ W GRAES,

1. The sessions of the Congress wilil be publiic unless the

Congress decides otherwise.



Z. The names of representatives who ask leave to speak will

be entered in the list of speakers in the order in which
their request are received,
3. Representatives may not speak for more than five minutes.
4. Proposers of resolutions will be aliowed extra time at
the discretion of the Chairman.
5. No representative mayv gpeak more than twice on the same
subject except by leave of the Chairman.
6. A reprecentative wnho asks leave to speak for a procedural
motion, in parcicuiar
a) to raise a point of order :
b) to move the closure of a debate ;
c) toc move the adjournment of a debate .
shail have & prior right to édo sc.
7 . Amendments shall relate to the text it is sought to alter.
8. Amendments shall be put to the vote before the text.
9. Normally the Congress will vote by a show of hands
but a written ballost may be taken.
10. In all matters relating to the conduct of the Congress,
the interpretation of chs rules by, and the decisions of,

the Chairman of the Coaglese shaell be binding.

VI. THE EXECUTIVE COMMI

1. The President shail c.zect w.. the a&ctivities of the
Federation undsr the conditv.ons zaid down,

2. Should the President be &b.iic or wnudie oo discharge
his duties he shall be repl.zel v ool of the Vice-

Presidents who shall have Su.. oowels.

3. The Executive Committee shu.. Tormu.ice ice owa Tdles

of procedure.
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4. The Executive Committee has powers to et up advisory

and technical committees and to determine terms of

reference and procedure.

5. In the case of dispute, the ruling by the President shall

be final.

NCTE.

The founding parties of the Federation at its 26 - 27 th
March 1976 Stuttgart Congress were :
- Belgi&/Belgigue : Partij voor Vrijheid en Vooruitgang,
Parti de La Liberté et du Progrés, Parti Libéral.
{in 1979, the PLP and the PL joined forces in the

Parti Réformateur Libéral ).

- ‘Danmark : Venstre, Danmarks Liberale Parti,
Det Radikale Venstres randesforbuné (left the Federation

in 1979).

- France : Fédération Nationale des Républicains Indépendants
(since 1977 : rarti Képubiicain}, Parti Radical-Socialiste,
Mouvement des Radicaux de gauche (suspended its membership

in November 1976} .
- Germany : Freie Demokricische farvael.

- Italy : Partito Lilterale Italidano, Partito Repubblicano

Italiano.
- Luxembourg : P3rvil D&nolralldvg.
- Netherlands : Volksparct:y- wzor Vrijasid en Democratie.

- United Kingdom : The Liie.o .. 2iIty.



