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European LiberalsandDemocrats
Europäische Liberale undDemokraten
Europese Liberalen en Democraten
Europaeiske Liberale ogDemokrater
LibérauxetDémocrates Européens
LiberalieDemocraticiEuropei 'LD3l sm---

FEDERATION OF LIBERAL AND DEMOCRATIC

PARTIES OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY

S T A T U T E S

'Statutes adopted in Stuttgart on 26 and 27
March 1976 and revised in Venice on 7 May 1982.
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Article l.

The purpose of he ederios shell e obi. oether

the parties oz the counccis co .e Comuanicy who, within

the framework 3 liberal and democratic ideals, wish to

contribute to he creation o a European Union.

Article 2.

- -.es: +¥, a cne edezacion will :To fu2ii r.e pu::pose

••• on ? + important prob±emsl. see i Co Os2l a. + -+l +. -«+.-

2 .

affecting the Community ;
;: s Ive ic in the contructioninform the public an, invo ve +

of a united and Liberal Euro=an Democracy.

3. su ort and cocr@dine nggeog oegtigs in tne elections

d

to the European Parlier.

The member pties gggazake ro right the_European elections

on a common plat:c:r ;

Article 3.

Membership of the Fe@eatior. is er co all policical parties
of the European Coma..zy o ccep tne Scatutes, the

Stuttgart declaration and ce policy programmes, as agreed by the
Congresses of the Federion

Article 4.

Any party wishing to join_c_a__CZ ad_ich corp2lies

with theprevisions ofarc.my suit an application

for membership to the Sec:cry-Ge.el wno will efer it for

decision to the Executive Co:uzcee.

. I .
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If the Executive Committee is unanimous the application

for membership is accepted.

When e Executive Comuitee is unale to reach such a

decision, then it should be sgubggttegto the Congress, which

will make che decision according co the normal voting procedure.

Article 5.

The Federation will be financed by contributions of the

member pasties in proportions and amounts agreed by the

Executive Commiee.

Article 6.

Any member party of the Federation may withdraw by
notifying its decision to the Secretary-General. Notice

shall take effect gt thgegg of the current year.

Article 7.

Any member party oz he eáezaion which no longer complies

with the provisions cf Articles l and 3 may be asked by

the Executive Comriee co withdraw. ntil trigs request
is subrig@to the_ogc_;es hggggauhc pay cnegngg

is suspended from the&gr_ci "e congress to which

the requestissubie.ecu ocrne_ge parcicipate

ith full voting±iqhzyzi zce con.gessnas decided on

this matter.

Article8.

l. If a member party fails c meet is ziancial obligations,

the Executive Committee my :.spend its rights to ygte or

to be represented on the Corie and the Congress until

it has fulfilled the said cligacions.

./.
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2. Ifapartyisrequested_twithdraw from_the_Federation

accordingtoArticle7Z,the_first paragrapho£this

Article willnotbeapplicable.

3. If a member party has ceased to belong to the Federation

from a date fixed by the Congress, its contributions will

be refunded proportionally.

Article 9.

l. Newly founded parties who_succeedintherightsofmember

partiesmycontinuetobemember9ftheFederation.

2.Any official contact of a member party with parties, non­

member of the ELD or of the Liberal International in other

countries where there is a member party of the Federation can

only take place after having consulted the member party in the

country concerned.

./.
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General Provisions.

CHA PTEE III

Article lo.

The organs of the Federation shall be :

-- the Congress ;

- the Executive Committee.

These two organs shall be assisted by the General Secretariat.

Article 11.

The Federation is represented in the European Parliament

by the Liberal an@Democracig Group.

Members of the European Parliament, elected or nominated

and belonging to one of the member parties of the

Federation or presentegbythemg will be members of the

Liberal and Democratic Group.

Article 12.

The registered office and the secretariat of the Federation
shall be ir Brussels.

Article 13.

The official languages of cne Federation are the official

languages of the European Community.

./.
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Eecutiyg Cori'tee

CHAPTER IV

Article l4.

The Executive Committee comprises

-- the President of the Federation, as its Chairman ;

- two members ror each member pary, member parties entitled to

more than l0% of the delegates of the Congress shall have a

third member. However, there may be no more than four members

from any single member-state as party-representatives. These

members shall be appointed by their parties for a period of

two years. ;

- six members elected by tne Congress for a period of two years

and to be nominated by 25 delegates at the latest 24 hours before the

vote. :
the Chairman of the Liberal an@Democratic Group of the

European Parliament

- the members of the Commission o the European Communities

who belong to a member party ;

- one member appointed by the Liberal and Radical Youth Mouvement of

the European Communities. Such a member should belong to a member

Party of t'ne ,.., a · • - t.,,... •Fe!era±on of ne Liberal Parties.

Article 15.

The Congress will el ze resident of the Federation.

He shall serve for two yers, ate which he is eligible

for re-election but y no serve for more than six years

in total.

Article 16.

l. The Committee shall appoi two Vice-Presidents from

among its members.

2. The Committee shall appoi. he Secretary-General and

the Treasurer.

3. These persons togetheri±tgPresidentand tne Chairman

9f the Liberal an Derocrgs_c group£ the_European Paglia­

ment compose the Bureau or he Fe@eration.
./.
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Prticle 17.

he Committee shall meet at least four times a year at

a place and date chosen by the ExecutiyeCommittee.

prticle 18.

he Committee shall reach decisions by a majority of the

members present and voting. Tnequorum gonsistsoftelye

members.

Article l9.

Between meetings of the Congress, the Committee will be

empowered to speak and act on pehalf of the Federation in

all spheres of the latter's jurisdiction.

Article 20.

Each_member party comrggnigatesits]is£candidates

for the Europeaneieccionsthe_Executive committee.

Article 21.

The Committee may set up advisory or technical committees

for any purpose it thin.cs i.

Article 22.

The Committee shall adopt is own ruies of procedure.

Article 23.

At the meeting of the Congress, .e nicee shail on

request report on its activities.

./.
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Congress

CHAPTER V

Article 24.

The member parties cf the Federation which have been

designated as the national paries fulfilling he criteria

of Article 3, will meet annually in a Congress.

Article 25.

The Congress snail consis of the following members

l.a) Six representatives ror ech country. In the case

of a councry wnere there is more than one member

party these representatives shall be allocated to

each party as far as possible in proportion to the

number of votes cast for each party at the last national

general election, held east two months before

the Congress.

b) For each member: pry a number of representatives

based on the following relationship to the number of

votes, cast for th party at the last national

general election :

- one representative for each lOO.OOO votes or a

major part hereof up o nre million votes

- one represent;ve or ech 250.000 votes or a
major part thereof between tnrsee and five million

votes ;

one representative or each 500.000 votes or a

major part hereo excseing five million votes.

2. The members of the Libera gr_gr_oc:Zic Group of the

European Parliament and the ghggland Demogracic members

of the Commission of the urpen Communities shall

automatically be members cf he Congress.

./.
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3Ten representatives nominated by the Liberal and Radical Youth

Mouvement of the European Community.

4.The Executive Committee shall be responsible for

defining the liberal votes taking into consideration

the different national electoral systems.

Article 26.

l.A 2/3 (two thirds) majority of members voting (and present)

is needed to make valid decisions.

2.Amendments to resolutions and other proposals are adopted

by simple majority.

3. No vote will be taken unless there is a quorum of

lOO persons present.

4. The member parties may also nominate substitutes to

a maximum of half of the nuoer o their designated

representation.

5. Each member has che right to one vote.

6.In the case of absence, l/4 r l of the representatives

from each delegation have tne rign to two votes.

Article 27.

The Congress shall hold an an.nal meeting in one of the

countries of the Community.

The party/parties in whose cunry ne Congress is being

held will provide he Chain e Congress.

Article 28.

The agenda of the Congress yi e cry_mo heExecutive

Committee. Each member pary -. ··- ...
·4 o+A• eral and Democratic

Group of the European Parliamen will hve the right to

./.
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place items on the agenda of both the Executive Committee

and the Congress.

Article 29.

The Congress can :

1. - make decisions on all matters within the competence of

the Treaties establishing the European Communities and

on matters regarding political co-operation of the

European Community ;

2. - decide on all other matters which the members have

unanimcusly recognized as falling within its competence ;

3.- deliberate on all proposals submitted to it by a member

party or one of its representatives and may deliver an

opinion on such proposals ;

4.- receive the report of the Executive Committee and

debate it if so desires ;

5.- receive reports from the Liberal and_Democratic Group

of the European Parliament ;

6.- make amendments to the Constitution ;

7.- make recommendations to the Liberal and Democratic

Group of the European Parliament.

Article 30.

The Congress may set up Cornittees to examine any matters

within its competence as dined in Article 29.

Article 31.

The debates of the Congress sr.all be published. The

Executive Committee may decide to publish the debates in

full or in part.

./.
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Secretariat ggd geggur

CEA PTER VI

Article 32.

l. The Federation shall be assisted by Secretary-General,

appointed by the Executive çggggigg. for a period of two years.

2 The Secretary-General must be a national of one of the. -
Member States of the Community. He must be a member of

a pary affiliaced to he Federation.

3. The Secretary-General shall head a secretariat, the

composition and organization o wnicn shall be determined

by the Executive Committee.

Article 33.

The Secretary-General shall be assisced in the exercise of

his functions by national parties.

Article 34.

The Secretary-General hali be responsible to the Executive
Committee and the Congress.

Article 35.

The Secretary-General ey no e employed by a Government, be a

member of a national Paiiatent or the European Parliament, or

engage work incompacibie wih his duties.

Article 36.

l. The Secretary-General shaii zgz tne meetings of the

Federation.

2. He shall attend the annual cor.rerences of the member

parties of the Federation and i asked, shall report

to them on the work of zne aeration.

./.
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3. He snail maintain contacts between the parties of the

Federation.

4. The Secretary-General may engage expenses up to an amount to

be fixed by he Executive Committee under his own responsibility

ny amount above that sum has to be refered co the Treasurer.

Article 37.

l. The greasurer shall[be appoinggdbythe Executive Committee

fog a period or two years.
'

2.rne greasurer yiLiDoogg the annul_budget and the

gorgtgipuigng gagrog gemene artiesto the

Executive Committee.

3. He will accgn for tne seas og the Secretariat and
all other o±Gans g hEge@eration.

4. He willalsopg responsible 5cg he accountingof the

electoral_run@g tog disposaof the Federation.

5. Al1paves erg sic.oygaest tng ggeasurer and
the Secretary-G&_gzl.

./.
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Rules of Procedure

1. CONGRESS.

l. The Congress shall be held at least once a year.

2. The Executive Committee shall ecezine the date and

the duration of the Congress.

3. The Executive Committee shall fix the place of the

Congress in one of the Member States of the Community.

II. AGEADA AUE __MEUAEL g Egg CONGRESS.

l. The Executive Committee shall draw up the ageria.

2.Draft resolutions and amen@grants. concerningitems on the

agenda,Iavb gupgmitcegby tn@ye_utiye comittee the

Liberal and Deng_rat_g @cg ig reg European parliament,

any one member p2er:fy gr vgrg-riv delegates.

3.If the subject of a _ca çgoiution submitecby dele-

gates is not gcgyergby cg acer@ianeExecutive committee,

and, if itreiecseiciEigngin±he ager.is.the Congress

wil1 geide by sial ma;ic écechag hgggtion wil]be

admiteä for discuss:r. .d decision.

4. Items, including dre zsoiirs, zoz he agenda must be

submitted not less cc. z....Jg wt. ior to Congress.

5. The agenda will be sen co l,ember parties not less

than eight weeks prior co Coagrces.

6. Any other relcvanc ices :A__..Zs will be sent

out at the same time as z cc.e.

7. Amendments must be submitce o A:SA_ZV-Ger_gca] no

later than four weeks pc±oz • re Cc.gss.

./ .
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8. The Executive may for technical reasons decide to lenghten

the timetable of the Congress.

9. The amendments submitted must be in the possession of

all members of Congress at the latest one week prior

to Congress.

III. REPRESENTATION AT THE CONGRESS.

l. A list of representatives and substitutes shall be sent

by each me:oer party to the Secretary-General at least

three weeks prior to Congress.

2. Any verificatition of credentials will be carried out,

if required, by the Executive Committee.

IV. ELECTIONS.

l. All members of the Execuive Committee, elected by the

Congress or appoinedovnember parties, shall serve for
two years.

2. No person may seve as Pesident for more than a total

of ix consecutiyg yexs.

·'I
l

3. Ballot will be secz; z i aways be neid even witch

the same number cg_çicggsg gs ygrce are posts toe.

filled.

4. Each member party nsy äe one noination for the

presidency.

5. The Congress shall elec çyggug_gangs@@gable yote six
members to serve on tr xcuive Corraittee.

l. T'he sessions of the Congress will be public unless the

Congress decides otherwise.

./.
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2. The names of representatives who ask leave to speak will

be entered in the list of speakers in the order in which

their request are received.

3. Representatives may not speak for more than five minutes.

4. Proposers of resolutions will be allowed extra time at

the discreion of the Chairman.

5. No representative may speak more than twice on the same

subject except by leave of che Chairman.

6.A representative wno asks leave o speak for a procedural
motion, in parcicuiar :

a) to raise a point o order ;

b) to move thee closure of a debate
c) co move the adjournment ¢ a debate

shall nave a prior rign o do sc.

7. Amendments shall rele co e e it is sought to alter.

8. Amendments shl be puc to he voe before che text.

9. Normally the Congress will voe by a show of hands

but a written balloc cay be take..

lO. In all matters relg o h. con.uc of the Congress,

the icxpretation or cre es y, and e decisions of,

-

i a

..--.- e .din..

l. The President sall czecc e scciviies of the

2. Should the resident be o.cc cc n.o co discharge

his duties he shall be re.cc y s he Vice­

Presidents who shall have z... -..

of procedure.

./.
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4. The Executive Committee has powers to set up advisory

and technical committees and to determine terms of

reference and procedure.

5. In the case of dispute, the ruling by the President shall

be final.

The founding parties of the Federation at its 26- 27 th

March 1976 Stuttgart Congress were :

- Belgié/Belgique : Partij voor Vzijheid en Vooruitgang,

Parti de la Ziberé et du Progrès, Parti Libéral.

(in 1979, the PL and the PL joined forces in the

Parti Kéformateur Libéral }.

- Danmark Venstre, Danarks Liberale Parti,

Det Radikale Vensres Lancesforpud (ieft the Federation

in 1979).

-- France : Fécércio Naionale des Républicains Indépendants

(since 1977 : i Képulicsin}, Pti Radicai-Socialiste,

Mouvement des Radicux: de Gace (suspended is membership

in November 1976).

Italy : Partito Luc> cl,co, 2artitco Repubblicano

Italiano.

- Netherlands : Volkspart. s Vi5.id en enocratie.

l
l·,

- United Kingdom


