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The Anti-Revolutionary Party is the oldest of the existing political 
parties in the Netherlands. One can speak of an Anti-Revolutionary 
Christian political movement already by the middle of the nineteenth 
century, when Guillaume  Groen  vain Prinsterer (1801-1876) began 

to exert an evangelical influence in Dutch public life against the 
dominant forces of liberalism. This movement was given the struc-
ture of an organized political party in 1879, mainly under the 
guidance of Abraham  Kuyper  (1837-1920), one of the greatest 
figures of Dutch Protestantism in modern times. 

The aim of  Groen  van Prinsterer and  Kuyper  centered in the 
application of Scriptural norms to political life. This aim explains 
the name of the Anti-Revolutionary Party, since its efforts concerned 
the rejection of the ,,revolutionary" principles of political action 
which largely governed the Western nations since the great French 
Revolution of 1789. These principles implied a denial of the 
relevance of Scriptural revelation for the social order. The Anti-
Revolutionary Party asserts this relevance in its Statement of 

Principles and in the guidelines for practical political action. 

This Statement also has a long history. Its first formulation goes 
back to 1878. Revisions were made in 1916, 1934 and 1961. The 
following pages present an English translation of the last version, 
which was the outcome of extensive study and careful formulation 
by a number of leaders in the A.R. Party, Between 1949 and 1961 
various drafts were presented to the members of the party whose 
suggestions and amendments were often incorporated into the final 
revision. In this way this Statement has become an expression of 
Christian political commitment on the part of a great body of Dutch 
evangelical Protestants. In this form it can be of assistance to Chris-
tians in other nations in the execution of their responsibility in the 
political realm. 



PREAMBLE 

The anti-revolutionary or christian-historical movement represents 
that element of our national character which was formed under the 
influence of the Reformation and the leadership of William of Orange 
and which acquired its identity in the second half of the sixteenth 

4 century. 

Its point of departure is the confession that God is the absolute 
Sovereign and that He has given to Jesus Christ all power in heaven 
and on earth. Both the Government 'and the people are to acknow-
ledge this power and are therefore obliged to keep the command-
ments of God for the life of the state. 

In conjunction with the above, the Anti-Revolutionary Party (A.R.P.) 
accepts the following Statement of its Principles and General 
Political Program. 

PART I: GENERAL PRINCIPLES 

Article I 

The A.R.P. considers as its calling to strive and struggle for the 
preservation and strengthening of the hold of the Word of God 
on public life. 

Article 2 

While recognizing the Church's calling to proclaim the message 
of the Word of God as it applies to all of life, the A.R.P. believes 
that Government and people must learn to understand on their own, 
in the light of Holy Scripture, what this message means for the 
political life of every age. 

Article 3 

Not the will of the people but the sovereign power of God is the 
foundation of the authority of Government. While opposed to speci- 
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fying any single form of government as the only acceptable one, 
the A.R.P., grateful for the blessing given by God in the House of 
Orange, judges that for the Netherlands the most suitable form of 
government is the constitutional monarchy by members of this royal 
house as it has gradually developed from the Republic of the 
sixteenth century. 

Article 4 

The A.R.P. acknowledges that the Government is the minister of 
God invested with the power of the sword, called to maintain justice 
and to rule the nation for the benefit of the people. 

In fulfilling this calling, the Government is to respect the limits 
determined both by the nature of its office and by the particular 
calling and responsibility of other societal relationships and of private 
individuals. 

Article 5 

The Government as the servant of God, by Whose grace it reigns, 
has as its calling 

a. to acknowledge God's Name in all of its public activity; 

b. to take care that God's Word can have free course among the 
people; 

C. to extend equal treatment to all churches and all citizens, what-
ever their religious beliefs may be; 

d. to abstain, in view of its incompetence in these matters, from all 
measures intended to coerce the religious development of 
the nation in a particular direction; 

e. to uphold law and order and to insist on sound moral conduct in 
public life; 

f. to honor conscientious objections that any of its subjects may 
have against a governmentally imposed obligation, provided 
these objections derive from religious convictions and are not 
incompatible with a proper execution of the Government's task; 
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g. to respect the Sunday as a day of rest as far as governmental 
functions are concerned, and to promote such maintenance every-
where within the bounds of its authority; 

h. to use its right to demand the oath whenever necessary to 
confirm fidelity and truth; 

L to promulgate days of prayer and thanksgiving for special times 
or occasions in order that the people may be encouraged to 
invoke the Name of the Lord; 

j. and further, in general to do all it possibly can within the 
bounds of its authority that the people live according to the 
demands of the law of God. 

PART 2: DETAILED ELABORATIONS 

Article 6 
The Constitution 

The A.R.P. accepts the existing Constitution as the foundation of 
our political institutions. While faking into account the time and the 
circumstances, the Party wishes through lawful procedure to 
develop and reform the Constitution in accordance with the demands 
of the anti-revolutionary or christian-historical principle. 

Article 7 

The Influence of the People 

The A.R.P. considers indispensable a powerful influence of the 
people, to be exercised on the Government through the parliamen-
tary medium of a States-General fully conscious of its particular task 
and responsibility with respect to both the government in power and 
the voters and their several parties. 

Article 8 

Province and County 

Provided neither national unity nor civil rights are thereby placed 
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in jeopardy, an autonomous position and a sphere of authority as 
broad as possible should be guaranteed to the provinces and the 
counties, firmly rooted as they rare in our history and forming 
specific administrative communities indispensable for the whole of 

the Dutch political order. 

Article 9 

The Administration of Justice 

Justice is to be administered according to laws founded on divine 
principles of right, albeit that the legislator should take into 
consideration the condition of the nation's sense of justice. 

In civil 'as well as in criminal cases a verdict ought to be rendered 
by an independent judiciary. 

Penalties should be imposed not only to protect society or to 
rehabilitate the convicted person but in the first place to restore 
the violated order of law. For this purpose the Government may, if 
necessary, resort to its fundamental prerogative of inflicting capital 
punishment. 

To the extent that the activity of the Government should give 
occasion for conflicts of an administrative nature, a binding decision 
should preferably be handed down by an independent judiciary. 
Under all circumstances 'a solution should be sought in such a manner 
as to guarantee as much as possible that lawful interests be honored. 

Article 10 
Church and State 

Inasmuch as the Government is to respect the mutual indepen-
dence of Church and State, it may not concern itself with internal 

ecclesiastical matters. 

Article 11 

Education 

It is a matter of public interest that there be adequate educational 
facilities and that everyone be enabled to receive instruction and 
training suited to his aptitude and ability. As a consequence of its 
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duty to protect the spiritual freedom of its subjects, the Government 
must base its educational policy on the principle of freedom in the 
choice of school, in accordance with the general guideline that the 
free and private school should be the rule and the state school a 
supplement. The particular responsibility of the parents for the 
education and development of their children must indeed be 
recognized by the Government. The Government must accord equal 
treatment, financially and otherwise, to private and to state education, 
in order that the freedom of private education be respected and 
guaranteed. 

Article 12 

Government and Culture 

The policy of the Government with respect to the cultural life of 
the people ought to be founded on the recognition that all culture 
originates from spiritual roots and can thrive only in spiritual 
freedom. The Government should therefore not act directively in 
this field but restrict itself to making possible, encouraging, and pro-
tecting the development of cultural life. The citizenry's own activity 
in this area should always have primacy. 

Besides the diversity of spiritual attitudes, the Government ought 
also to recognize land, as much as lies within the scope of its 
activity, to promote the variety of local and regional cultures, as they 
form an indispensable source of and stimulus for the culture of the 

nation as a whole. 

The Government should safeguard the treasures of Dutch culture 
against loss, see to it that the available products of culture be made 
accessible to citizens of all social levels, and do its part to promote 
international cultural exchanges. 

As elsewhere, the Government should bar from the cultural life 
of the nation all that would be contrary to good order and public 

morality. 

Article 13 

Public Morality 

The Government should watch over public morality, keeping out 



of public life all that is contrary to decency or in any other way 
would tend to debase man, and protecting everything which cannot 
protect itself against abuse. 

The Government should support all spontaneous efforts on the 
part of the people to raise the level of morality, in particular actions 
against improper use of the Name of the Lord, against prostitution, 
gambling and excessive drinking. 

The Government should promote every means conductive to 
strengthening the moral consciousness of the nation. 

Article 14 
Public Health 

Health care is first of all a personal responsibility. At the same 
time, however, the maintenance and protection of the health of the 
people is a matter of public interest. The Government should! watch 
over the condition of the people's mental and physical health. This 
ought to be done by supporting the citizenry's own efforts at 
preserving and improving public health, and, if necessary, by 
governmental provisions. 

Article 15 
Social Policy 

Since the doctrine of the class struggle ought to be rejected, our 
society should aim at a just order for labour, to be realized through 
mutual consultation of employers and employees in suitable orga-
nizations or bodies. Whatever is achieved in this area is to be judged 
by the Government according to the standards of law and justice, 
and, in case of deficiency, should be corrected or supplemented by 
appropriate governmental action. 

Industrial law should guarantee to everyone who is directly 
involved in industry the place and the responsibility due to him. 

The acquisition of property by all classes of the people merits the 
active encouragement of every person and socio-economic organ 
connected therewith. Within the limits of its task and calling the 
Government should promote this acquisition of property. 
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Article 16 
Social  Werk  

The Government must allow ample room for churches and private 
organizations to be active in the wide area of social work. It should 
support and promote these activities also by legislative measures. 
Only in case of evident necessity should the Government itself 
undertake this work. 

Article 17 
Economic Policy 

With respect to economic life Government and industry have a 
distinct and different task in accordance with their particular nature. 

The economic policy of the Government should aim at creating the 
general conditions conductive to the maintenance and growth of 
national welfare. 

The activity of industry itself, provided it is accompanied with a 
sense of responsibility, generally offers the best guarantees for 
supplying the needs of the national economy. Consequently the 
Government should take part in the production of goods or the 
provision of services only to the extent that the public interest 
definitely requires this and private initiative is unable to supply 
them or clearly falls short of supplying them. 

The legislature must leave ample room for industrial life, in 
both private-legal organizations as well as public-legal bodies, to 
regulate its own affairs, but at the same time it must guarantee 
that the Government have sufficient means at its disposal to nullify 
any activity on the part of industry which would run counter to the 
public interest. 

The Government should promote the discovery and the deve-
lopment of all the resources of the national economy, and it should 
stimulate the creation of an optimum level of employment, taking 
into account a balanced development of the nation. 

In general the Government should strive for free international 
exchange of goods and currencies. The Government should do its 
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part in co-operating with international bodies which aim at removing 
impediments to reciprocal economic relations among the nations. 

Article 18 
Financial Policy 

The Government should follow a long-range policy of striking a 
balance between income and expenditure and of maintaining stability 
in the value of the currency. 

Direct and indirect taxes are to be levied in order to meet the 
financial needs of the Government. No taxation, however, should be 
imposed without due consideration of the possible consequences for 
the socio-economic life of the nation, in particular the course of the 
business cycle and the level of employment. 

When levying taxes on income and property, the Government 
should take into consideration the composition of a taxpayer's family 
as well as other circumstances which affect his ability to pay. 

As far as lies within its power the Government should avoid a 
policy of spending which would necessitate an increase in taxes to 
such a high level as to deprive private initiative of its power and 
render it ever more dependent on governmental support. 

Article 19 

The Netherlands, Surinam and the Netherlands Antilles 

Though looking after their own affairs independently of each 
other, the Netherlands, Surinam and the Netherlands Antilles should, 
when providing for their common interests, do so as equal partners. 
Furthermore, the close historical ties between these three parts of the 
Kingdom should bind them together for the purpose of rendering 
mutual assistance in case of need. 

Article 20 
New Guinea 

The Netherlands must energetically carry out its moral duty to 



develop Dutch New Guinea so as to prepare it as quickly as possible 
for self-determination. The population's opportunities for sharing 
in the government of this country must be expanded as much as 
possible. 

Missionary work in the area of education and of medical and social 

care is entitled to the support of the Dutch Government. 

Article 2 

International Relations 

Relations with other nations must be governed by the divine Law 
for the family of nations. Accordingly the Netherlands, while main-
taining its own national independence, should vigorously assist in 
efforts towards the development of international law and thus 
towards the peaceful settlement of disputes among the nations. All 
unlawful coercion must be resisted, if necessary by force of arms. 
Attempts must be made to build an active community of nations 
by general means as well as in the form of special associations 
which meet the demands of law and justice and which promote the 
spiritual and material interests of the peoples. 

This may require delegating certain national powers to interna-
tional bodies or organs;  in such a case, however, guarantees ought to 
be obtained that national interests will not be unjustly harmed. 

As far as it is able, the Netherlands should give aid to emerging 
countries. 

Article 22 

Mintaining Our Nationhood 

The vitality needed for maintaining our national position among 
the nations should first of all be sought in a strengthening of the 
national consciousness in the broadest sense of the word. For this 
purpose there ought to be stimulated among the people a knowledge 
of Dutch history and an understanding of the significance of the 
struggle for justice and liberty from which dates our independence 
as a nation. 
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The Netherlands has the duty to maintain armed forces strong 
enough to offer resistance to foreign aggression, to safeguard 
domestic peace, and to enable the country to fulfill its obligations on 
the international level. The Netherlands should co-operate with efforts 
at international disarmament agreements that include effective 
controls. 

The Government shares the responsibility for the spiritual care 
of those who are in the armed forces; it should respect and support 
the official work of the churches in this field. 

Article 23 
Co-operation 

In conclusion the A.R.P. declares that it is willing to work together 
with other parties, on condition and to the extent that such co-opera-
tion be useful for bringing about the general aims of its principles 
and program in the actual political life of the nation. 

It expressly declares that it strives in particular for the united 
action of all those who accept the Reformational-Christian mandate, 
in the sense of this Statement, also for political life. 
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