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Issues of life and death 
There are many doctors, specialists and general practitioners alike, who 
are faced with the question: 'doctor, can you help me to end my life?'. 
lt seems that, with the ever increasing technica! possibilities to extend 
life there is also an increasing demand tor euthanasia, 'a good death'. 
People suffering trom incurable diseases ask themselves to what extent 
they want to make use of the technica! possibilities offered. What is pre
ferable, to die with dignity at a chosen time or to ding to life with the 
use of all the techniques that one has at his disposal, with the possibility 
that one loses consciousness and therefore control over one's life and 
death? This question cannot be answered in genera!, because it is up to 
every individual to decide tor himself. 

T 
o decide one's own life and 
death is an inalienable right of 
an individual. Medical-ethical 

questions come in when medical 
acts are involved in the termination 
of life. D66 recognized at an early 
moment that to proteet patients 
and the medical sector, regulation 
was needed. The existing situation 
left doctors involved in cases of 
euthanasia practically outlawed. 
After many years of discussion the 
Dutch parliament adopted the law 
on euthanasia in 1994. The law is 
mainly procedural: lt sees to it that 
doctors involved in cases of eutha-

nasia inform the public prosecutor 
of such cases. In this way the public 
prosecutor can determine whether 
the termination of life was done 'at 
the explicit and repeated wish of the 
person involved' or whether this was 
not so. D66 considered the law on 
euthanasia an important step ahead, 
but still insufficient. Introduetion of 
the obligation to inform the public 
prosecutor meant that the legislator 
(parliament) left the substantive 
issue, namely the distinction 
between life terminating medical 
acts 'at the explicit and repeated 
wish of the person involved' and life 

Latest news on the Central and Eastern 
Europe Foundation of D66 (IVSOM) 
The IVSOM programme 1996 has 
started; fitteen projects in Central 
and Eastern Europe will again be 
organised. The first project has al
ready taken place, the prepara
tions tor the other projects are 
well under way. 

Buigaria 

Recent events in Bulgarian life 
put the relations between spontane
ous social protest and the behaviour 

of politica! parties in the centre of 
the public debate. IVSOM and the 
Centre for Liberal Strategies in Bulga
ria organised a seminar on this 
theme. 'Civic protest and the politi
cal parties' was the topic of this se
minar, which took place in the be
ginning of March in Sofia. · 

The main question of the seminar 
was how to mobilise politica! sup
port for civil society protest, preser
ving its social character. 

Continue on page 2 

terminating medical acts which are 
not the result of such a wish, up to 
the judiciary. 

D66 was and is of the opinion 
that to bring the legal situation into 
agreement with the existing practi
ce, adaptation of the crimina! code 
is needed. Whether such an adapta
tion is possible within the present 
legislature of the D66/WD/PvdA 
cabinet remains to be seen, howe
ver. The agreement on which the 
coalition is based does not go bey
ond mentioning an evaluation of 
the obligation to inform. Rogier van 
Boxtel, deputy chairperson of the 
D66 parliamentary group and spo
kesperson on the issue of euthana
sia, is optimistic: "I hope that as a 
result of the evaluation the Minister 
wiJl change the legislation . But if 
there is no agreement on the need 
tor new legislation in the cabinet it is 
not unlikely that parliament will pre
sent a biJl". 

Meanwhile Van Boxtel follows 
closely the developing case law on 
the obligation to inform the public 
prosecutor on life terminating medi
ca! acts. He thinks the standard 
questionnaire used for this purpose 
needs clarification on some points 
because of judgements passed by 
the Supreme Court. 'Since the deci
sion to prosecute or not is based on 
jurisprudence, the requirements tor 
a caretul practice have to be as 
transparent as possible'. 

Marjanne de Kwaasteniet 

DEMOCRATEN 



IVSOM (artide starts an p~ 

The three main objectives of the 
seminar were: to discuss the rela
tions between ad hoc civic protest 
and politica! parties, to train party 
leaders how to use civic protest wit
hout misusing it, and to train society 
activists how to cooperate with the 
opposition parties. During the semi
nar lecturers, politicians and journa
lists expressed a variety of opinions 
on all issues, which they discussed in 
several discussion sessions. The con
dusion of these discussions was as 
follows: 

Civic protest is a necessary me
diator that regulates the relationship 
between politicians and citizens. 
Citizens use civic protest as a means 
to inform politicians about their wis
hes and to force them to take these 
wishes into account. Politicians use 
the civic protest as a support that 
legitimizes their initiatives and as 
information they need to reform 
their policy. Citizens must proteet 
the civic character of the protest and 
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not allow politicians to replace their 
goals with party goals. 

During the seminar the Dutch 
experience in civic protest was com
pared with the Bulgarian experien
ces. Bert Bakker, D66 MP, explained 
the policy of D66 towards NGO's 
and gave the Bulgarian participants 
some examples and dimensions of 
cooperation. Peter Nighiff from the 
Dutch Foundation for Nature and 
Environment talked about how to 
use civic protest without misusing it. 

1996 Programme 

With the Alliance of Free Demo
crats in Hungary a conference on 
'Peacemaking in the Balkans - chan
ges of reconciliation and legal entar
cement of human rights' wiJl be 
organised in ]une 1996. At this mee
ting politicians from different levels 
wiJl gather to discuss the topic and 
exchange views. 'Environment at a 

regional level' wiJl be the theme of a 
multilateral conference in Slovenia, 
organised with the LDS. 'Women in 
the heart of Europe', is the title of a 
multilateral conference on emanci
pation that wiJl take place in Octo
ber in Budapest. Both yhe Polish 
Union of Freedom and the Reform 
Party Liberals from Estonia wiJl dis
cuss the integration process of the 
Eastern European countries in the 
European Union. 

IVSOM wiJl further organise 
seminars and conferences in Ruma
nia, the Czech Republic and Slova
kia. Also, this year D66 wiJl caopera
te with the Dutch Christian-Demo
crats, Sociai-Democrats and Greens 
in Serbia and Russia. For the first 
time this year projects in Macedonia 
and Croatia are included in the 
IVSOM programme. 

For more information you can 
contact Tanja Brok, who coordinates 
the IVSOM projects at the D66 
National Office (phone: +31.70.356 
6066/ e-maillsd66@d66.nl). 

Dutch support for the political process in South Africa: 
the Foundation for the New South Africa 

Straight trom its own establish
ment in 1966 onwards D66 has 
been committed to the struggle 
against apartheid and considered 
developments in South Africa as a 
long term interest for the party. 
Relations with politicians fighting 
apartheid have always been a 
matter of course. D66 more than 
welcomed the so called New 
South Africa and feit committed 
to support the shaky process to
wards democracy. 

For that reason D66, with other 
demoeratic politica! parties in the 
Netherlands, took the initiative to 
establish a foundation to support 
and stimulate the demoeratic torces 
in South Africa at the end of 1993. 
Soon nearly all Dutch parties partici
pated, most of them wholehearted
ly, some nilly willy. A racist party 
represented in the Dutch parliament 
was not invited to participate in the 

foundation, but all other parties joi
ned farces to help effectively. 

The Netherlands minister for De
velopment Cooperation was willing 
to support this initiative financially 
and since 1994 the Foundation for 
the New South Africa has got a sub
sidy of 5 miJlion guilders a year. Tra
ditionally D66 had its ciosest con
tacts in South Africa with the Demo
eratic Party and its predecessors, in 
particular Helen Suzmans Progressive 
Party. Besides that we have always 
kept closely in touch with the ANC. 
Although our sympathies have not 
changed, we understood that hel
ping only these 'traditional friends' 
could not be the way to support the 
demoeratic process as a whole in the 
new South Africa. Seeing that presi
dent Mandela was not excluding the 
politica! extremes from government, 
the Board of the Foundation decided 
that all South African parties repre-

sented in parliament qualified for 
support as long as they abstained 
from violence and discriminatory be
haviour. 

Considering stabie and well deve
loped demoeratic politica! parties as 
a sine qua non for a sustainable 
peaceful development in South Afri
ca, the foundation aims to support 
politica! parties as such. Therefore 
South African politica! parties got so 
called drawing rights for projects to 
strengthen their party structure, to 
train their executives or to develop 
and elaborate politica! ideas. Alt
hough we were not too strict in 
1994, the money was not meant for 
campaign related activities nor for 
structural party expenses. 

Besides development of the par
ties in South Africa themselves, 
strengthening the relations between 
Dutch and South African parties is 



5outh-African schoolgirl using 
an Apple-PC as learning tooi 

-

another objective of the Founda
tion. Participation of Outch politi
cians ar other Outch party executi
ves in the programmes of the Foun
dation has been stimulated. This is a 
way to deepen longstanding rela
tions with old politica! friends as 
well as to establish new cantacts 
with relevant politica! farces in 
South Africa which were not sa 
close thus far. In this framewerk for 
instanee a 066 executive, responsi
bie for our election campaign went 
to the ANC to train party spekes
persons in radio interviews and wri
ting press releases. 

Since 1994 a lot of projects have 
been executed by parties from the 
ultra conservative Freedom Front to 
the extreme left wing PAC. Early 
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1995 a conference was held in the 
Netherlands with participants from 
all South African parties. The South 
African delegation was headed by 
vice president Thabo Mbeki. This 
conference was sa successful that in 
November last year a follow up con
ference was held in johannesburg in 
which over hundred of South Afri
can politicians participated. Getting 
acquainted between Outch and 
South African might have been a 
main objective, acquaintance and 
growing respect among South Afri
cans of different, even hostile parties 
turned out to be a more important 
result. 

Michel Groothuizen 
D66 representative in the Board of 
the Foundation for the New 5outh 

Africa 

THE FLEXWORKER 
A t its annual party conferen

ce, D66 discussed various 
aspects of the Iabour mar

ket. More in particular during a 
part session on flexibility and in 
the plenary debate on the resolu
tion on social security. 

The latter was dealt with in little 
over twenty minutes, as there were 
no major issues. The congress 
voted almast entirely according to 

the recommendations by the party 
bureau. 

The most remarkable fact was 
the rejection, almast incidental, of 
an amendment and a motion con
cerning the introduetion of a gener
al basic income, something that had 
been received favourably by the 
congres on other occasions. Appa
rently this subject still doesn't get a 
very firm public support. 

One amendment that was adop
ted, put the link between the Outch 
social security system and the Euro
pean social model in stronger wor
ding than the original text The lat
ter just stated that national policy 
measures must nat obstruct the de
velopment of a European social 
model. Johanna Boogerd, member 
of the European Parliament, pointed 
out to the congress that the 066 
position paper for the IGC advocates 
convergence of the national sys
tems, and in the long term maybe 
even harmonization. The final text 
states that the aim should be har
monization of policies, in conformity 
with the principles of the European 
Social Charter. 

Other amendments that were 
adopted concerned tax-deductabili
ty of odd jobs in and around the 
house, the simplification of rules, sa 
that one-man businesses can hire 
personell more easily, and measures 
to make Iabour cheaper, particularly 
in the lower strata of the Iabour 
market 

One amendment mentioned the 
adaptation of the social security sys
tem to the increasing flexibility and 
diversity in the Iabour market 

Flexibilization 

These issues were raised also 
during a captivating panel discus
sion saturday afternoon, carrying 
the titel "Fiexibilization of the Iabour 
market''. Under the presidency of 
Han Westerhof (member of the 
party bureau and senior consultant 
of the main Dutch Iabour union), 
the panel, consisting of representati
ves of a big Dutch retail company, 
the Iabour union and the biggest 
Outch agency for temporary em
ployment as well as an experienced 
"flexworker", gave its own definition 
of the term flexibility. 

Topics were: flexible working 
hours, a-typical Iabour contracts and 
flexibility in the size of the staff. 

Today flexibility has become a 
familiar term in our society. Everybo
dy recognizes the . need for and 
necessity of more flexibility in the 
Iabour market, but we have to be 
careful not to create a divided socie-

Continue on page 4 
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I Flexworker (articlestarts om page 3) J 

ty of haves and have-nots. The need 
for more flexibility is nat universa!. 
Same people by contrast need 
more proteetion and security. lt is 
far from imaginary that the intro
duetion of "flexwork" will make the 
position of workers, especially those 
in low-skill jobs, increasingly insecu
re. 

Various examples of flexibility 
were given. For instance: a big com
pany could keep a "buffer" of flexw
orkers of 1 0 - 20% of the total staff, 
in order to absorb fluctuations. This 
is a good methad to prevent com
motion and trouble that usually 
accompany reorganizations among 
the permanent staff. 

Another original farm of flexibili
ty we find in one of the major 
Dutch retail companies. The Iabour 
contracts state an average number 
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of working hours per month, to the 
effect that - within given margins -
the number of actual working hours 
fluctuate according to the needs 
and wishes of the company and the 
workers. 

The flexibility of the staff can also 
be increased by training the em
ployees of the company for several 
functions, so they get more mobile 
and work in various places in the 
company. 

lt is clear that legislation has to 
be adapted to these new farms of 
work and the new organization of 
working life. 

Proteetion 

In particular the Iabour unions 
stress the need for adequate social 
proteetion of the workers. 

Other members of the panel 
pointed out that recently in the 
Netherlands the position of all kinds 
of flexworkers has strongly impro
ved. Agreements were reached on 
subjects like pension rights, training 
facilities, extension of the legal 
maximum of worked hours for the 
agencies for temporary work and on 
Iabour contracts for temps. Another 
impravement is extending the 
scope of collective bargaining to 
flexworkers as well. 

A final remark concerned the 
relativity of flexibility: policy makers 
tend to have ideological motives for 
the promotion of flexibility. but at 
the workplace itself, people are a bit 
more sceptica! about the changes. 

Sophie in 't Veld 

Using Financiallnstruments for Environmental Purposes 

The future of environmental poli
cy lies in the integration of environ
ment in other policy fields. Of cour
se this is nat a revolutionary point of 
view, but unfortunately still a topical 
one. The integration proces is falling 
behind the original expectations 
and for that reason we should look 
for new instruments to speed up this 
process. Much can be expected 
from the use of financial instruments 
for this purpose. lsn't money the 
engine that runs our economy? So if 
we wish to let it run differently 
shouldn't we start by adjusting the 
engine? Our tools are taxes and sub
sidies. 

Our current tax system is prima
rily based on the charging of Iabour. 
This should be partly changed into 
environmental taxes, which discou
rage polluting activities. 

Environmental taxes operate in 
two different ways. On the one 
hand these taxes are supposed to 
influence human behaviour. They 
discourage activities that pollute the 
environment. lf succesfull, the 
revenues of these taxes will be low. 

People will change their behaviour 
and switch to less polluting and less 
charged activities. For example: in 
some Dutch municipalities threre 
have been experiments with a waste 
collection tax per kilogram. Resul
ting in less waste and , therefore, 
less revenues for the municipality. 
The prime objective, generating less 
waste, was reached. 

The second kind of environmen
tal taxes is mainly focused on reven
ues, that can be used for among 
others fighting pollution. These 
taxes will concentrate on those pol
lutive goods that will continue to be 
consumed. Petrol is a good examp
le. In the Netherlands an extra 25 
cent tax on petrol did nat influence 
the level of consumption. lt genera
tes a considerable income for the 
government. 

Although several national states 
have already introduced some small 
environmental taxes, an internation
al approach is required. The taxes 
influence the ability of industry to 
compete internationally. For that 
reason national governments will 

never come to environmental taxes 
on a large scale. Existing environ
mental taxes have numerous excep
tions for industry. 

Even a country like Sweden with 
a considerable experience with 
taxes based on environmental pollu
tion makes these exceptions. Of 
course this endangers the effective
ness of the measures. 

Fear for international competi
tion is the main reason that the 
European Union has nat come to 
the implementation of green taxes. 
In the Council of Ministers fiscal 
matters are decided unanimously, 
which means that every Member 
State has the power of veto. Untill 
now the United Kingdom and some 
other Member States have been 
able to block any decision on a 
European C02 tax. 

To resolve this deadlock the 
Dutch government took the initiati
ve by organizing a meeting of those 
European countries willing to intro-

Continue on page 6 



At the last D66 congress I had the 
chance to have a short interview 
with jacob Kohnstamm, the D66 
State Secretary for Home Affairs. 

Q I want to ask you some 
questions about the eiectronic High
way and the position of the citizen. 

What are the ad'lantages for the 
citizen and his porticipation in admi
nistration of the Electron ie Highway? 

D66 lntern~tion~ Quarterly 
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700 guilders. lt is cheaper to down
load it from Internet. We have to 
watch out for a division in society 
but for the time being the advanta
ges are greater than the disadvanta
ges. 

aper, should be on the net. But the 
search tooi is a commercial product. 

Q In a workshop at this congress 
some porticipants said that the state 
invested toa fittie money in the e/ectro
nic highway. Do you agree? 

A This is absolute nonsense! The 
industry has to take the initiative. lt 
is primarily a responsibility of the 

The Electrooie Highway and political porticipation 
An interview with Jacob Kohnstamm 

A Two aspects: The administra
tion supplies the citizens with goods 
and services. Through the new me
dia it is possible to offer these goods 
and services in a better way. A 
second aspect is that the citizen as 
participant in politica\ decision-ma
king can have a stronger say. He 
can receive better information 
n\more quickly. 

Q The Electronic Highway is still 
quite expensive for a citizen. One has 
to own a personaf computer and a 
modem and one has to pay for a pro
vider and the telephone company. 
These new possibilities, are these nat 
exc/usively for the new 'haves'. 

A The report of the enquiry Van 
Traa (see the last issue of IQ) cast 

\
:~' 

,, 

I 

\ 

jacob Kohnstamm 

l'm in favour of libraries and 
community eentres to offer Internet 
services to people. lf we did not 
take this new raad for information, 
it would be the same as nat using 
the telephone because it was nat 
commonly used. 

Q What kind of inforrnation wil/ be 
put on the Internet by the authorities? 
What wil/ be the criteria? 

A Primarily criteria are in the Law 
on openness of administration. This 
law states in which cases the autho
rities are obliged to give informa
tion. These criteria are useful for the 
Internet. 

The net can stimulate more acti
ve openness of information. 

We have to develop search tools 
that give the citizen efficient acces 
to the information. 

Q Another new medium is the 
CD-ram. Same months ago your 
ministry tagether with the big /ega/ 
publisher Kluwer launched the Gener
al Database on Legislation. ft is a 
beautiful but expensive system to find 
legislation. Wil/ this acces to legis/a
tion become affordable for more citi
zens? 

A As state secretary I am bound 
to contracts made by my predeces
sors. Sa I cannot change this con
tract. But when the time comes to 
renegotiate the relation between 
the ministry and Kluwer there 
might be some possibilities. The 
basic information should be che-

market. lt is impossible for the state 
to introduce and imprave the elec
tronic highway. 

Tagether with the D66 minister 
of Economie Affairs we took the ini
tiative to improve the synergy be
tween state and free market. We 
have to bring services on the Inter
net and we have to stimulate citi
zens to use the electronic highway. 

Personally I think one could say 
the companies invest to little in the 
electronic highway. The big campa
nies should participate like in the 
United States. 

Q A last question. In the United 
States a law was accepted on censors
hip on the Internet. What does D66 
think about this /aw. 

A lt is a very complicated discus
sion. lt is clear that it is impossible to 
regulate the anarchy of Internet on a 
national level. We have to develop 
international criteria to counter 
abuse of the net. One can see that 
the users of Internet intervene them
selves. These interventions are at 
least as effective as attempts by 
national authorities. The anarchy has 
to control itself. 

DEMOCRATEN 



Environmental Purposes 
(artide starts on page 4) 

duce a general energy tax. This 
meeting has taken place last febru
ary. As a spin off, the ltalian presid
ency of the EU announced a mee
ting in june this year with ministers 
of the Environment and ministers of 
Finance. lt is the first time that 
ministers of both departments will 
discuss this matter together. Very 
essential for succes. 

Though the hurdles are still high, 
it should be possible to come to a 
smal! eco tax on non-sustainable 
energy. The effect for the environ
ment will be smal! to start with, but 
it is very important that an environ
mental tax is recognized as a valid 
instrument. The first step is the 
most difficult. Once that step has 
been taken and Europe is getting 
used to it we may be able to 
expand it to the necessary level. 

The fundamental fear of environ
mental taxes is to a large extent not 
right. First of all they will replace 
some of the current taxes on 
Iabour. lndustry must be capable to 
save money on that. Furthermore it 
is a big stimulus to those companies 
whose production process is envi
ronment-friendly. lt will enable 
them to compete better. Of course, 
polluting industry will pay for it, but 
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that is unavoidable in our pursuit of 
a sustainable society. 

We should not wait in our 
armchair to see the described pro
ces taking place. lt is not that simp
Ie. Besides the continuous plea for 
environmental taxes D66 will in the 
short term put much effort in the 
abolishment of current fiscal instru
ments with a negative impact on 
the environment. Many examples 
exist: European agricultural subsi
dies that encourage overproduction, 
subsidies for Spanish and German 
malmines etc. Greening the Europe
an fiscal system also means the abo
lishment of that kind of subsidies. 

This is not without problems. A 
considerable part of our industrial 
policy, both national and at the 
European level, is based on this kind 
of subsidies and fiscal advantages. A 
bigger challenge still to start chan
ging it. 

The described developments 
should contribute to a further integ
ration of the environment in other 
policies. By using financial instru
ments, polluting activities will be 
discouraged in the most effective 
way: through the wallet! 

Gerben jan Gerbrandy 

EUROPE ON-LINE 
T he European Union has offi

cially gone "on-line", with 
the pubikation of "Europe's 

Way to the lnformation Society", 
the European Commission's ac
tion plan on developing the mul
timedia industry in Europe. 

The action plan forms the basis 
for a series of initiatives to prepare 
the Union for the information socie
ty and to promate European indust
ry in this sector. Liberalisation, free 
competition, interconnection and 
interoperability, open network pro
visions and universa! service guaran
tees are the main principles which 

are part and parcel of each of these 
in itiatives. 

The future shape of European 
society and industry will be moul
ded by the twin farces of informa
tion and communication. Society 
will become increasingly "digitised", 
with the result that countries will 
depend heavily on the competitive
ness of their information technology 
and multimedia industry. In respon
se, the European Commission has 
produced its action plan to promate 
the European multimedia industry, 
and to reduce Europe's huge trade 
deficit in this sector. 

Content 

The Commission's blueprint for 
change is called INFO 2000, and it 
reveals a multi-pronged approach. 
Both producers and consumers, 
large and smal!, are seen as necessa
ry participants in developing the 
Union's multimedia sector. The 
content industry, consisting of print 
and electronic publishing and the 
audiovisual sector, is the main target 
of the programme, and is the single 
most important sector in the infor
mation industry at large, in terms of 
revenue and jobs, "content is the 
vita! raw material of the information 
society." 

Smal! and medium-sized campa
nies will be the most important 
actars in the emerging multimedia 
market. They are a majority of pro
ducers in the market and are often 
the most dynamic. Actions directed 
at smal! producers aim to help them 
overcome market barriers and inclu
de promoting new business praeti
ces and developing multimedia tra
ding systems. Alongwith promoting 
industry, INFO 2000 looks at incre
asing consumption of information 
products by ra1smg awareness 
amongst consumers. 

Universa! Service 

The role of the public sector in 
the successful development of the 
multimedia industry is crucial: "lt is 
essential that the public sector sup
ports the emergence of the informa
tion society . . .by developing a 
vision, acting as a catalyst for chan
ge, and by creating a suitable regu
latory framework." One of the chief 
obligations is to preserve universali
ty of service in the information age, 
says lmelda Read, a British Labour 
MEP. Ms. Read argues that univer
sa! service is central to a debate on 
the information society and is more 
than an issue of consumer rights, 
"European rules for defining, cos
ting, financing, and developing uni
versa! service are necessary". 

Social Impact 

Marginalisation of the unem
ployed, women, the disabled, and 

Continue on page 7 



The war in Bosnia seems to have 
ended. Although there are many 
problems in implementing the 
Dayton agreement, there are no 
more fights, and people try to 
begin a normal life again. JD was 
invited to attend the first con
gress of the MLBiH, the Young 
Liberals of Bosnia and Herzegovi
na, in Zenica, February 9-11 1996. 
I went there by car with two 
members of Volksunie Jongeren 
(VUJO) from Belgium. 

In December 1995 a D66 dele
gation with three JD members visi
ted Sarajevo and was kindly recei
ved by the liberal party and its 
young members. We therefore deci
ded to give them some moral sup
port and look at the present situ
ation in farmer Yugoslavia. At the 
moment it is possible to travel 
through Bosnia, as long as you 
don't leave the major roads and fol
low the advice of the police. There 
are many control posts of Croatian 

• 
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and Bosnian police, but apart from 
some delay because of pass controls 
these don't cause any problems. A 
trip from the Adriatic coast via 
Mostar and Sarajevo to Zenica, in 
the middle of Bosnia, shows a 
country with villages that are hardly 
struck by the war, but also many 
ghost villages that only show a 
glimpse of light or some smoke here 
and there. Mostar is terribly destroy
ed. 

lt still causes major disagreement 
between moslims and Croats. Two 
days befare we passed Mostar, the 
EU mayor had to be liberated from 
a Croatian crowd by IFOR troups. 

Zenica has been moslim territory 
throughout the war. lts population 
was more than doubled by refugees 
from all over Bosnia. In Bosnia itself 
there are about one miJlion refugees 
now. The mayor and some of his 
advisors told us about the infrastruc
tural problems Zenica has to deal 
with. They also expect the demobili
zation of soldiers, i.e. almast every 
man between the age of 18 and 65. 
The EU decision of sending back 
refugees to Bosnia seems, even on 
the long term, ridiculous. I brought 
a map of Zenica back to the Nether
lands, which I showed to a Croat 
refugee from Zenica. She concluded 
she wouldn't be able to ask for the 
way in her own city anymore: All 
street narnes that referred to Croats, 

Bosnia: Ghost Village between Mostar and Sarajevo 

Serbs or Yugoslavia have been chan
ged. 

The people I spoke with were 
convineed that the war is over now. 
MLBiH is a multi-ethnic organiza
tion, and they hoped to be able to 
recreate a multi-cultural Bosnia 
again. Nevertheless, they are still 
very suspicious towards the Serbs. I 
can imagine so, after having seen 
Sarajevo, in which it is hardly possi
bie to find ten meters of wall wit
hout the marks of heavy shelling. 
The stories people teil about the 
siege of Sarajevo go beyond my 
imagination. At the moment the 
news from Bosnia isn't that encoura
ging. We should therefore support 
our sister organizations in Bosnia as 
much as possible, and all Bosnian 
organizations that are working 
towards a new civic society. The JD 
will surely do so. 

Bart Hoogenboom 

Europe On-line 
(ortide starts on page 6) 

inhabitants of peripheral regions, is 
a camman theme in the tast
maving information age. Ensuring 
that all Union citizens have access to 
the new technology is a major chal
lenge facing policy-makers. A pictu
re of the future is presented in a 
report by Wim Van Velzen of the 
European ParHament's Social Aftairs 
Committee. The author describes a 
future where the nature of work has 
changed dramatically. Gone are the 
days of "one job for life". Short
term contracts will be the norm, 
with companies displaying what Van 
Velzen calls an "anion structure", a 
care of permanent staff surrounded 
by an outer layer of temporary con
tract workers. According to Van Vel
zen the Union can look forward to 
the positive changes the information 
society will bring. Already, the com
puter-related sector accounts for 
more than 40% of employment 
growth in Europe. lncreased flexibi
lity in the workplace, he says, will 
reap rewards for industry in incre
ased productivity, a highly skilied 
workforce, and greater job opportu
nities. 

Leon Peijnenburg 
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The future of NATO 
depends on the EU 

The European defence structures are .confronted with challenges they 
can hardly cope with. NATO was charged with an out-of-area responsi
bility tor the first time when it was sent to Bosnia to uphold the Dayton 
agreement. The OSCE sent missions to Nagorny-Karabach and other 
regions in Eastern Europe with peace keeping instruments it is just in 
the process of developing. The EU was confronted with a conflict of a 
EU state with a neighbouring state and could only respond diplomati
cally when the whole crisis had died down. lts military arm, the West 
European Union (WEU) is still in the process of acquiring its technica! 
and organisationai facilities. 

t the same time this whole 
mozaic is faced with weli-

u founded requests for permis
sion to enter by the new democra
cies of Central and Eastern Europe, 
putting a strain on relations with the 
biggest military power on the conti
nent, Russia. 

Wise and well-considered deci
sions are needed and painful 
questions asked. Can Europe in the 
long run rely on the US for military 
support? Without knowing the ans
wer to the first question, are Euro
peans willing to invest deer money 
in military equipment to guarante 
their own safety? And if so, are they 
willing to develop a common Euro
pean defence and security identy? 
And, are they willing to intervene in 
out-of-area conflicts to preserve 
their values and prevent large scale 
bloodshed? 

Europeans want the best of all· 
worlds. They want NATO to remain 
a cornerstone, but also want to 
obtain the additional opportunity to 
go it alone if they do not agree with 
the Americans, still using NATO (i.e. 
American and European) military 
equipment. lf it suits their ideas they 
want to work with other EU coun
tries, but at the same time they 
want to retain their sovereignty. 

This will not work in the long 
run. The Americans will leave the 
lazy and irresponsible Europeans to 
themselves and because of the lack 
of unity and coherence, the role of 

the European countries in the world 
will fade. 

Therefore choices need to be 
made. I believe the EU during the 
current lntergovernmental Confe
rence seriously should reform its 
foreign policy. Common analysis 
and planning needs to be establish
ed. Majority voting needs to be the 
rule also in foreign policy. A serious 
common foreign policy needs a 
military backbone. The WEU must 
be gradually integrated into the EU, 
starting with joint meetings of the 
foreign and defence mnisters of the 
15 member states. Neutrality should 
be abandoned, since it is an outda
ted concept. 

Only then will the EU be able to 
play a serious part in NATO. NATO 
will only have a future when the 
Europeans build a European pillar 
which wil! match the American one 
in military terms and in terms of 
unity. Only fair burden-sharing 
between both sides of the Atlantic 
will overcome the American resi
stance against lending American 
military equipment for use by the 
Europeans under European control 
through Combined joint Task For
ces. 

Only such an EU and NATO will 
be able to invite the Central and 
Eastern European candidates to 
enter the respective organisations. 
Otherwise security and unity will be 
sacrificed to overcome the divisions 
of Europe. 

Leon Peijnenburg 
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A social and economie profile 
Bert Bakker, Member of Parliamef]i 

Profiling Dernocrats 66' social and economie policy requires somde de
gree of abstraction. Of course, we have clear views on any major or 
minor issue in this field. However, to create a profile, it's not enough to 
describe these views. lt asks tor some explaining of the background of 
our thinking. 

D 66's policies are inspired by 
three sourees of thinking: 

-a liberal view on society, giving all 
actars (people and companies) tree
dom to operate the way they think 
it suits their needs best; 
-a social view, knowing that 'equal 
opportunities for everyone' are, of 
course, required, but nat sufficient 
to give everyone in society a digni
fied way of living. Government poli
cies are necessary to guarantee that 
everyone can live nat only at the 
bare minimum level of existence, 

Bert Bakker 

but in a way that gives means to 
everyone to take an active part in 
society; 
- democracy, nat only as a feature of 
modern societies, but as an ideolo
gy in itself: Thus giving people maxi
mum influence on government poli
cies, whether on the national, the 
local or the international level. Even 
within companies, we think active 
participation of workers in the deci
sion-making process is essential for a 
good performance. 

Having established these 
sourees of inspiration, it is 
possible to put tagether the 
social and economie picture 
of D66. 

When it comes to econo
mie and Iabour market poli
cies, D66 promotes a really 
liberal view. Companies and 
people should have maxi
mum possibilities to choose 
for their own, to develop 
their own preferences, per
manently adjusting to chan
ging economie circumstan
ces. In this field, D66 rejects 
toa much government regu
lation. Of course, when the 
actars have a weak position 
(i.e. in the Iabour market), 
there should be effective 
proteetion against hazardous 
working conditions, against 
unhealthy working hours 
and against farms of exploi-

• SUMMER 1996 • 

I ntroduction 
In this special issue of D66 

International Quarterly we want 
to give you an impression of the 
social and economie profile of 
D66, the Dutch social liberal 
party. 

In articles written by Bert Bak
ker, MP, by Arjen Bouter and 
Leon Peijnenburg (European Par
liament) and Christian Hiddink of 
the jonge Democraten an outline 
of this profile is given. 

tation of people or situations. But 
useful means of proteetion should 
nat degenerate into total regulation. 
For some time, policy makers, even 
in western economies, have believed 
they could 'construct' the economy, 
ignoring the fact that the economy 
is just an aggregate of individual de
cisions and individual behaviour of 
people (consumers, producers, wor
kers, entrepreneurs) on Iabour and 
product markets. Recognizing this, 
gives government an important role 
to create the best possible condi
tions for the economie process: 
moderate tax levels, a good infrast
ructure, stimulating research and de
velopment, and so on. 

But why then should govern
ments pursue economie and social 

Continue on page 2 
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policies at all? Wouldn't it be better 
to leave it all to markets and indivi
dual responsibility, and to abstain 
trom as many government actions 
as possible? We do not think so. 
Apart trom the above-mentioned 
proteetion of workers, there is a 
clear and well-defined goal behind 
it. We do not see market economies 
as a goal in itself, as an ideology. 
Nevertheless, there are at least two 
very good reasons tor governments 
to promote a healthy economy. 

In the first place, we want to cre
ate a society in which every indivi
dual, having a job or not, has the 
opportunity to actually participate, 
whether in education, jobs or social 
activities. Whenever people can't 
earn their own money, it's a matter 
of honour and of civilisation to pro
vide them with the necessary means 
of living. In the Netherlands, this has 
led to a comprehensive social securi
ty system. This system still has much 
public and politica! support. Howe
ver, while establishing the system in 
the sixties and seventies, policy 
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makers forgot that a healthy econo
my is a conditio sine qua non tor 
such a social system. In tact, they 
eroded the economie basis tor it by 
high tax levels, by reducing invest
ment in public infrastructure, by 
allowing people to abuse the sys
tem, which led to enormous 
amounts of people depending upon 
social security. What is essential in 
the nineties is to restore the econo
mie basis, thus providing better 
chances in the future to take care of 
disabled workers, pensioners or 
people with health problems. 

The second reason tor restoring 
the economie basis of government 
policies can be found in the poor 
state of many government services. 
Facing huge budget deficits in the 
beginning of the eighties (due, 
mainly, to the overload of the social 
security system), consecutive gover
nments had to cut their expenditu
re. This has lead into 'public pover
ty': poor quality of health care facili
ties, homes tor the elderly and 
public schools: with fewer nurses 

D66 on EMU and 
EU employment 

Jii'!IJ Bakker, Member of Par/iament 

Among some politicians, it tends to become trendy to criticize the Eco
nomie and Monetary Union and, in genera!, economie internationaliza
tion. These critics are often responding to public uncertainty about the 
effects of EMU. Some months ago, even in the European parHament a 
majority of social-democrats and christian-democrats expressed their 
concern about the social implications of EMU. 

T he EMU requirements on bud
getary and monetary figures 
are, indeed, very strict. But they 

are so tor good reasons. In the past, 
many governments, concentrating 
on short-term policies, forgot to 
take care of long-term economie 
consequences of their actions. Pro
fits were taken today, costs postpo
ned to future generations. 

lt is easy to see that these poli
cies, dominating so many western 
countries during the seventies and 
eighties, were wrong. However, it is 
yet another thing to change them, 
when trade unions organize public 
protest in Paris streets, when politi
dans have to cut their spending 
ambitions and when elections, 
always, are so near. 

and bigger classes than before, 
leaving us with an insufficient quali
ty and quantity level of public servi
ces. 

A lot of grumbling can be heard 
when social and economie policies 
are restructured. Strengthening eco
nomies and Iabour markets means 
less regulation and protection, redu
cing the government patronizing of 
economie actors, more flexibility, 
new opening hours of shops, and so 
on. lt also means reducing gover
nment spending, in order to reduce 
government deficits and tax levels. 
Of course, this always affects esta
blished positions and interests. Still, 
modern politics asks tor the urgent 
renovation of the economie and 
social climate, if necessary disregar
ding vested interests, concentrating 
on the essence of public social and 
economie policies. 

So, in short, D66 has really liberal 
views when it comes to the earning 
capacity of the economy: but not by 
ideology. For us, a strong economy 
and a flexible Iabour market are 
seen as an instrument to enhance 
the quality of living of all people, 
not excluding anyone. A matter of 
social liberalism and of democracy. 

Here's already one good reason 
tor strict EMU conditions: protecting 
currencies and economies trom 
short-term oriented polities. The 
best reason, though, tor reduced 
budget deficits, interest rates and 
intlation levels, is found in the eco
nomy itself. Proper monetary and 
budgetary policies are providing tor 
these requirements because they 
enable a healthy development of the 
economy, even without the perspec
tive of the EMU. But this is a hard 
message tor many politicians, who 
were brought up in a elimate of 
unrestricted government ambitions. 
lt is easier to blame EMU, thus provi
ding an external excuse tor necessa
ry internal measures. 

As a result, D66 supports very 
strongly the development towards 
EMU and is ready to take responsibi
lity tor inevitable measures. This is 
also the dominant attitude in the 
ELDR Group in the European Parlia
ment. 

On employment and social poli
cies, however, there is still a lot of 



discussion, even among ELDR par
ties. More specifically, the question 
is whether these issues should be on 
the agenda of the talks about the 
Maastricht Treaty during the interg
overnmental conference of 1997. 
Unlike more right-wing politica! par
ties, D66 promotes the issue as a 
very important one on the IGC. Not 
because European talks or treaties 
would create any jobs. But that is 
not the point. For D66, internation
al employment policies are incre
asingly important because of the 
internationalization of economies. 
National policies are becoming less 
effective because of the global eco
nomie reality. On the other hand, 
policies of other countries incre
asingly influence national effects. 
International employment policies 
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are, therefore, part of international 
economie coordination. 

But there is still a more impor
tant reason, too. Since the internal 
market was formed in 1992, econo
mie and financial markets and poli
cies were indeed restructured into 
international dimensions. But mar
kets and economies are of no 
importance of their own. They are 
concepts of people's behaviour. An 
economie Europe has to be rooted 
in the awareness of the European 
people. For D66, this means that 
social policies have to catch up with 
the monetary and economie unity. 
Government activities are, in the 

The economie profile of D66 
in the Europeon Parliament 

. Arjen Bouter 

The macro-economie poliey objective of D66 in the European Pariia
ment is: 
- to create and maintain an environment conducive to sustained and 

sustainable economie growth, 
- to increase and maximize the employment content of growth and to 

resolve the structural deficiencies in the economies of the various 
memher states, 

- within a monetary policy framework whieh is characterized by priee 
stability and adherence to the convergence criteria set by the Treaty 
tor participation in the third stage of Economie and Monetary Union 
(EMU), i.e. the introduetion of the single currency. 

0 bviously, this is not an easy 
task in the economie circum
stances of today. Current 

growth rates are actually lower than 
predicted in most member states 
(though not in all) which makes it 
harder for these member states to 
at the same time try to meet the 
criteria for EMU and cambat unem
ployment. 

The position of D66, and of the 
ELDR Group in the European Pariia
ment of which D66 is a member, 
nevertheless remains that it is simp
ly sound economics to continue 
with fiscal and monetary policies 

geared to maintain price stability, 
curb intlation and reduce public 
debts and budget deficits, irrespecti
ve of the criteria for the third stage 
of EMU. After all, such policies have 
proved to be successful, since those 
member states which have pursued 
these policies have seen their inte
rest rates fall, thereby eneauraging 
investment, which is in turn leading 
to durable growth and the creation 
of jobs. 

Most forward looking economie 
models indicate, moreover, that the 
pursuit of such policies will achieve 
the best result in terms of employ-

end, only an aggregate of people's 
preferences. These preferences in
clude a decent level of social stan
dards and employment. The EMU 
itself is, of course, an important pre
condition for these social standards. 
But without more explicit European 
activities on social issues, the deteri
oration of social standards is a threat 
to all European countries. That 
result would be far beyond the poli
tical mandate of the European 
governments to continue European 
integration. Moreover, Europe was 
not only about economy, it was 
about idealism, too. For D66, this 
idealism implies the responsibility 
for employment and social condi
tions, also outside national borders. 

ment in the medium term, and this 
must be a top-priority now that 
unemployment in the European 
Union has reached an historically 
high level of approximately 18 mil
lion people out of work. 

However, this is not to say that 
we can easily gloss over the tact of 
the negative short-term impact of 
deficit reduction on growth (and 
employment). This issue was 
addressed recently by lrish MEP 
Patriek Cox, ELDR member of the 
Economie Committee of the EP. He 
urged the central banks of the 
member states, first and foremost 
the German Bundesbank, to take 
their responsibility in this respect 
and lower their interest rates. The 
Dutch central bank had already 
lowered interest rates several times 
ahead of the Bundesbank, thereby 
boosting investment. 

The Liberal position was subse
quently supported by the latest 
OECD economie perspectives re
port, which stated that however 
beneficia! the reduction of deficits is 
in the medium-term, it could lead to 
lower growth than predicted in the 
short-term. The OECD report then 
went on to recommend, as Pat Cox 
had done before, to use monetary 
instruments and reduce interest 
rates in order to support demand 
and employment. 

Continue on page 4 
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The direct possibilities of the 
European Union to boost employ
ment are, of course, limited. The 
main actars in the field of employ
ment policy are the member states 
and the social partners, and there is 
a large consensus that this should 
remain so. lt is therefore unwise, 
and even potentially dangerous 
from the point of view of public 
support for the process of European 
integration, to overstate the role of 
the Union in this respect. lt is all too 
easy to raise false expectations. 
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What the Union can do, however, it 
should exploit to the maximum. 
D66 in the European Parliament 
therefore regrets the half-hearted 
response of the European Summit of 
Florence to the Commission's pro
posals to make additional funding 
available for the Transeuropean Net
works and for policies in support of 
small and medium-sized enterprises, 
which are the main creators of new 
jobs in the Union at present. Within 
the EU's limited possibilities, this, 
surely, is an opportunity missed. 

Trade and aid 
Leon Peijnenburg, 066 Delegation in the Europeon Par/iament 

1995 has been a bad year tor the common foreign and security policy 
of the Union. The Union has by far not used all instruments it has at its 
disposal through the Treaty of Maastricht. 

T he Jack of progress in the deve
lopment of a common foreign 
and security policy, leaves the 

Union only with its trade policy as 
the prime instrument of foreign 
policy. The Union has the exclusive 
power to pursue trade policy and 
conclude trade and cooperation 
agreements. Moreover, the Union is 
the biggest trade bloc in the world, 
conducting 20% of global trade. 
This makes the Union into an effec
tive major player in the world of 
trade and economics. 

With respect to the international 
trade and cooperation agreements 
which the Union has concluded, 
1995 has been a very successful 
year. Not only does the Union pro
mate through its trade policy free 
trade and economie benefits for its 
own companies, it also pursues 
international politics through all 
aspects of its trade and cooperation 
policy. 

Over the years the EU has 
through its variety of trade and 

cooperation agreements built up a 
pyramid of preferences in trade. 
Exports of the paorest countries 
have almast complete free access to 
the EU, without the Union requiring 
any concessions from them. Central 
and 'Eastern Europe have free access, 
except for textiles, agriculture and 
steel, where dismantling of barriers 

takes some more time. Our Eastern 
neighbours have more time to give 
EU-exports free access (until 2005). 
For the countries of the Mediterra
nean Bassin a reciprocal free trade 
zone is foreseen in 201 0. With the 
European Economie Area redprocal 
free trade has already been esta
blished. With Asia and Latin-America 
the EU is in the process of conclu
ding far-reaching agreements. These 
agreements are very important to 
the EU, since these regions are eco
nomically amongst the most dyna
mic in the world. All in all, this 
makes the EU one the most open 
economies of the world. 

D66 is a strong supporter of free 
trade. Although regional coopera
tion in other areas of the world has 
rightly been supported by the EU, 
this should not lead to regionalisa
tion in an agressive closed trading 
system. Therefore the EU has also 
worked hard to establish a strong 
open multilateral trade system, the 
World Trade Orgnisation, which 
replaced GATI in 1995. That is the 
best guarantee for development all 
over the world. When the last GATI 
agreement was signed an overall 
decrease of import tariffs by one 
third was agreed. This is of major 
importance to the open economy of 
the EU. 

One of the major achievements 
of the GATI Round was the inclu
sion of agriculture in the GATI
rules. This will gradually end Euro
pean protectionism on agriculture 
and increase development opportu-
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nities for the agricultural produce 
exporting Third World countries. 
Through these and other changes 
the EU can turn away from the 
selective openness it is too often 
showing in its trade policy. Other 
countries should be given a chance 
to profit from their comparative 
economie advantages in certain sec
tors. 

D66 believes the EU runs the risk 
to becoming too eurocentric, focus
sing toa much on Eastern Europe 
and the Mediteranean. lnstead it 
should keep its eyes open also to 
developments and opportunities in 
Latin America and Asia, not forget
ting the US of course. 

D66 also is aware of the down 
sides of general free trade for the 
preferences offered to the poorest 
countries in the world. Through 
preferences for the Mediterranean 
Bassin and Eastern Europe and 
through the general tariff reduction 
in the GATI-Round, the poorest 
countries experienced an erosion of 
their preferential treatment by Euro
pe. 

Therefore Europe should conti
nue to assist the ACP-countries in 
strengthening their economie basis 
and invest in education, training 
and competitiveness. 

Europe needs to combine trade 
and aid in a differentiated approach 
to the various parts of the world. lt 
profits a lot from free trade as the 
biggest and most open trade bloc. 
But it should also continue to help 
those in need for assistance to pro
mote stability and prosperity in 
other parts of the world. 

DEMOCRATEN 
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JD' conomics 
Christian Hiddink, Co-ordinator of the JO study group Economics 

E 
uropean integration and econo
mie globalization provide us 
with two important pieces of 

information. First, these develop
ments provide us with new growth 
possibilities, and second, European 
lntegration and economie globaliza
tion show us the institutional defi
cits in our economy. In an open 
economy with fierce competition 
the importance of well designed 
institutional structures now beco
mes painfully clear. To exploit the 
possibilities this changing economie 
situation offers, we should restructu
re our present social and economie 
order in such a fashion that it does 
not interfere with our competitive
ness, employment growth and the 
fundamentals of the welfare state. 
The study group Economics has ini
tiated this discussion within the JD 
which has led to some interesting 
conclusions. 

With the occasional 'Eureka' a 
system of a guaranteed minimum 
income, based on the ideas of Sir 
Thomas More from his book 'Uto
pia', is presented as the solution to 
all our problems. In such a system 
the government guarantees every 
citizen a basic income irresepctive of 
income position or marital status. 
Following the preconditions in our 
discussion, however, the JD has 
come to the condusion that such a 
system is not the key to social secu
rity in the future. The different op
tions for this system seem to be eit
her antisocial or unaffordable. An af
fordable system of guaranteed mini
mum income leads to a basic inco
me which is under subsistenee level. 
Especially if we consider that not all 
risks can be insured such as, for exa
mple, unemployment. A socially ac
ceptable guaranteed minimum in-

come leads, on the other hand, to 
an increase in the burden on the 
taxpayer. The current tax level is al
ready seen as a major obstacle to 
employment growth. Even higher 
taxes are therefore unacceptable. An 
intermediate system where a gua
ranteed minimum income is supple
mented with social benefits is no 
option either. The clarity and the in
dividuality of the system, the main 
advantages of a system of guaran
teed minimum income, disappear 
whereas the disadvantages of the 
current system are still in place. Next 
to these disadvantages, we think a 
guaranteed minimun income system 
grossly undermines social solidarity 
within society. 

Although the current social secu
rity system has some major con
struction failures, especially in the 
incentive structure, we beleive that 
the underlying idea of this system 
should be maintained. Measures 
should therefore not be directed to 
the level of the benefits but to the 
number of people that are depen
dent on social benefits. Within social 
security we can, for example, think 
of temporary reductions of benefits 
when a job or education is refused. 
But the key to the maintenance of a 

Continue on page 6 
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social security system is an almost 
obsessive dedication to the creation 
of employment. Special attention 
should be paid to the institutional 
structures. This means elimination 
of all obstacles which hinder com
petition on the local markets and 
far-reaching liberalisation of the 
Iabour market. Such liberalisation 
can contribute especially to the job
creating potential of small busines
ses. Wage negotiations should be 
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more on enterprise level. This can 
lead to much more wage flexibility. 
The negotiations should be carried 
out, if present, by the works coun
cils instead of the Iabour unions. 
Works councils have much more of 
an incentive to act in accordance 
with the interests of the company, 
whereas Iabour unions often have to 
cope with questions such as prestige 
and nationally set aspirations. The 
JD is also in favour of "ecologizing" 

the tax-system, through which Ia
bour can be relieved of its heavy tax 
burden. Next to this, entering the 
new high-tech markets should be 
stimulated more, by which empha
sis is laid on knowiedge-intensive 
industries, and the idea of a legal 
right for part-time work should also 
betaken into account. 

Our choice is clear; if necessary, 
far-reaching institutional restructu
ring which strengthens competitive
ness and stimulates employment to 
preserve a social benefit system that 
can still be called social and afforda
ble. 

The demographic situation in the Europeon Union 
Sophie in 't Veld, 066 Delegation in the Europeon Par/iament 

I 
n the committee on Social 
Aftairs of the European Parlia
ment, Johanna Boogerd-Quaak 

has been appointed rapporteur 
on the recently published studies 
by the Commission on the demo
graphic situation in the Union. 

This is the second report on the 
demographic situation in the Euro
pean Union. lts reference year is 
1995. In contrast to last year's 
report, which was mainly a statisti
cal description of the Union's popu
lation, the focus of this year's docu
ment is the process of ageing and 
it~ impact on the economy at large, 
social proteetion provisions and 
society in generaL 

The first observation of the 
report is that the EU population will 
grow more slowly in the forthco
ming period, and the most striking 
development is the demographic 
ageing. Europe will grow older, due 
to a decrease of the under 20 age 
group, as well as a sharp increase in 
the over 60 age group, marked by 
the emergence of a new category: 
the 'over 80's". 

This will result in a drastic chan
ge in the demographic structure of 
society, notably in the group of 
people of working age. 

Furthermore, population growth 
in the Union will be marked by 

strong regional disparities in demo
graphic structure. 

Johanna Boogerd-Quaak first of 
all wants to stress the importance of 
the demographic changes in the 
European Union. Many problems 
that have been identified as priority 
areas for action in the Union,are in 
one way or another closely linked to 
the demographic situation. 

Current policy is often based on 
the assumption that the demograp
hic structure of the population is a 
static factor, thus ignoring the effect 
demographic changes may have in 
the social and economie field. Alt
hough a general feeling of concern 
is emerging on the expected explo
sive growth of the cohort of pensio
ners in about a decade, demograp
hics are still not a real issue on the 
politica! agenda. 

Beside the obvious effects on the 
structure of society, the effects of 
ageing will in particular be the 
decreasing Iabour market participa
tion, a changing demographic 
structure of the Iabour force, a smal
ler base for contribution for social 
security, a growing number of 
people depending on social security 
and a sharp rise in the costs of 
health care. 

Therefore, one of the most 
important aims of policy is an incre-

ase in Iabour market participation. A 
decline in population of working 
age does not necessarily entail a 
decline in unemployment, whereas 
at the same time a shortage of 
qualified persons is expected. In 
view of this, a major effort must be 
made to imprave the quality of the 
Iabour force and to limit drastically 
the number of people excluded 
from the Iabour market This means 
for instanee investing in education 
and training, especially of young 
people, immigrants and women, 
but also investing in training of 
older people. 

Furthermore, a radical revision of 
the systems of social security and 
public health and their financing is 
also necessary, all in safeguarding 
the principle of the European social 
model. 

The European Union has a role 
to play in analyzing the problem 
and co-ordinating the collection of 
data and the exchange of knowied
ge and experience among the 
Member States. 

Also many of the existing Com
munity actions in the field of educa
tion and training, regional policy, 
social policy and economie policy 
may prove useful instruments in the 

Continue on page 7 
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process of adaptation to the demo
graphic situation. 

In order to react adequately to 
these changes in society, both at 
Union and Member State level the 
demographic factor should be an 
integrated factor in social and eco-
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nomic policies. In a first reaction,. 
the Council has not shown great 
interest in the subject, but with her 
report, Johanna Boogerd-Quaak 
intends to trigger the debate at the 
European level. 

ning the ELDR Party to individual 
membership would affect the ELDR 
as a federation of parties, as a corol
lary of a 'Europe of the nations'. 

What struck the D66 delegation 
most was the feeling expressed by 
some parties that individual mern
bers organized within an 'individual 
member section' would be difficult 
to control, and could easily cause 
contiiets with the member parties of 
the ELDR. 

ELDR: lndividual membership: 
nuisance or surplus value 

In the view of D66 there is no 
reason to believe that a democrati
cally organized individual member 
section, operating within the fra
mework set in the ELDR statutes 
would cause trouble. On the contra
ry, we are convineed that it would 
enrich the discussion in the ELDR by 
making room for individual mern
bers of European liberal, dernocrat 
and reform parties who want to 
become directly involved in the 
work of ELDR. 

Marjanne de Kwaasteniet,_!)6~ ln_!_ernci!ional ~ecretaf'y' 

A 
n item on the agenda of the 
ELDR council and congress 
that took place in Vienna from 

1 0 to 12 ]uly was the approval of 
the new statutes of the ELDR Party. 
The attention of D66 was particular
ly drawn to the proposal to introdu
ce the possibility of individual mem
bership of the ELDR. 

D66 immediately took a favoura
ble attitude to this proposal. The 
introduetion of the possibility of 
individual membership could be a 
first but definite step on the road to 
a true European liberal party. The 
moment that we will vote for Euro
pean parties in the elections for the 
European Parliament is still far 
away, but that should not mean 
that we lose sight of the objective. 
Those arguing that the last elections 
for the European Parliament 
showed, e.g. by the low turn out, 
that people are taking less interest 
in Europe than in the past and that 
for that reason, individual mem
bership of the ELDR Party would be 
an unnecessary complication, are 

ELDR 

not necessarily right. 
One could just as well say that 

the lack of interest in the 1994 elec
tions was caused by the distance of 
the EU countries and European poli
tical life. True European politica! 
parties could make the European 
dimension of these elections clearer 
and encourage people to take an 
interest in European polities. 

The discussion in the ELDR coun
cil that preceded the congress 
showed, however, that most ELDR 
parties were not ready to take the 
step of a decision in principle 
during the Vienna congress. 

Some parties feit that a decision 
should only be taken once all the 
details have been elaborated. 
Others were against because ope-

On top of that an individual 
member section could attract liber
als from southern Europe, who can
not take part otherwise in the activi
ties of ELDR because there are no 
strong liberal parties in their coun
tries. 

For all these reasons D66 thinks 
the issue of individual membership 
should not be definitely off the 
agenda of the ELDR. The working 
group established by the ELDR 
council should not become a means 
to put this discussion on a side track, 
but be used as an opportunity to 
further study all aspects of individual 
membership, and formulate concre
te proposals for the next congress. 

International Quarterly 
on Internet 

From now on you can find the D66 International Quarterly on Inter
net. Articles from back issues of International Quarterly and the most 
recent issue can be found at : http:/ /www .. d66.nl 
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Minorities and human rights 
in the Balkan area 

lanJu Bruk. IVSOM 

D66 and the SzDSz (Alliance of Free Democrats) trom Hungary organi
sed a conference on 14 and 15 June in Budapest about human rights, 
minorities and the peace process in the Balkan area. The participants of 
this seminar were representatives of Hungarian minority groups trom 
Croatia and Serbia, and Serbian minority groups trom Hungary. The 
D66 guests were Boris Dittrich, MP tor minorities and asylurn policy, Jan 
Willem Bertens, MEP, and Marjanne de Kwaasteniet, international 
secretary and president of IVSOM. 

T he Congress was opened by the 
state secretary of foreign affairs, 
Mr. lstvan Szent-lvany. During 

the Congress it was made clear that 
Hungary has to deal with a stream 
of 60.000 refugees from former 
Yugoslavia. Ethnical Hungarians, 
who live in the Serbian province of 
Vojvodina, are repeatedly being 
threatened by the Serbs. The Hung
arian minorities in Rumania and Slo
vakia are confronted with a vialation 
of their human rights. They are not 
allowed to use their own language 
at schools and universities. The pro
blems of the Hungarian minorities 
are being neglected by the media 
and they can barely discuss it on a 

politica! level. 
At the end of the Congress the 

following conclusions were drawn: 
1) to make the Balkan peace process 
a successful one, the implementa
tion of the Dayton agreement has 
to be guarded, and the IFOR man
date has to be prolonged, 2) there 
is a need for a follow up which 
adresses the problem of how to 
handle the integration of ethnic 
minorities in Hungary and the 
Hungarian minorities in the other 
Eastern European countries, also 
woth a view to joining the EU. D66 
hopes to discuss these issues with 
the SzDSz in the beginning of next 
year. 

jan-Willem Bertens MEP 
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Creating_greèilif Safety 
M 

any people teel unsafe, and 
research indicates that fee
lings of insecurity are in

creasing. Some people do not 
leave their homes after dark. Or 
they arm themselves. Entire urban 
zones are considered to be unsafe 
whether it is day or night. Fee
lings of insecurity sametimes re
sult in prejudice and racism. 

What are the reasans tor these 
developments? An important factor 
is reduced social cohesion. lndividu
alisation, urbanization, increased 
mobility across borders and techno
logica! change, which are all positive 
developments, have the negative 
side effect of diminishing social 
cohesion. lndividualisation and 
emancipation, tor example, create 
greater independenee and treedom 
of choice tor the individual. At the 
same time they make solidarity less 
self-evident. Urban renewal which 
does not specifically aim at diversifi
cation usually results in concentra
tions of urban poverty. These are the 
zones where people teel most unsa
fe. lmmigration without a coherent 
and sustained integration policy cre
ates a 'second generation' with little 
chances of social advancement. Cri
mina! behaviour becomes an attrac
tive option tor this group, and this 
again reinforees discimination 
against all immigrants. Technologi
cal change is so tast that legislation 
lags behind. Norms and legislation 
are therefore less strictly adhered to 
and a 'permissive' way of govern
ment is aften necessary. Uncertainty 
about social norms may be the 
result. 

What can (local, regional and 

national) governments do to impra
ve this situation? Which new instru
ments have to be developed, and 
how can governments develop 
farms of cooperation with the priva
te sector and people themselves to 
prevent specific groups (e.g. second 
generation immigrants) and specific 
urban zones trom being trapped in a 
downward spiral? These questions 
were the subject of an extensive 
debate at the D66 national congress 
of November 23. 

In the debate a central place was 
given to the concept of a 'compre
hensive public safety policy'. The 
word comprehensive refers to the 

idea that problems of public safety 
should not only be answered by 
repression (i.e. be considered as pro
blems of the police and the judicia
ry), but need to be addressed with 
coherent policies in a number of 
areas, ranging trom education and 
youth polides to immigration and 
town planning. In other words, in 
their attempts to create the condi
tions tor greater social cohesion and 
empowerment of individual govern
ments have to focus on the social as 
well as the physical environment. 

A focus on the social environ
ment is of particular importance 

Continue on page 2 

D66 elects new president 

Tom Kok 

At its last congress D66 elec
ted a new president. Farmer 
member of the national bureau 
Tom Kok was elected with a 
overwhelming mayority of vo
tes. 

In the next issue more infor
mation. 

DEMOCRATEN 
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, Creating greater safety 
( artiele starts on page I) 

with regard to young people who 
engage in crimina! behaviour. Crimi
na! 'careers' aften start long befare 
these children can be 
punished under crimi
na! law. At this stage it 
is effective, however, 
to imprave the social 
environment in which 
these children grow 
up. A policy which 
aims to create a more 
stabie family life, and 
to set clearer norms of 
behaviour for these 
children is needed in 
those situations. This 
means that the police, 
the judiciary, employ
ment agencies, 
schools and councils 
for child proteetion 
have to cooperate. 
Only through such 
cooperation the con-
ditions will be created 
for effective preventive interven
tions. 

In order to imprave public safety 
the physical environment also needs 
more attention, however. Town 
planners need to pay more attention 
to the specific requirements of a safe 
urban area. Diversity in the residen
tial zones contributes to preventing 
the development of homogeneaus 
zones of poverty. A mixture of resi-
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dential, industrial/office and shop
ping functions can avoid the deve
lopment of uninhabited zones 

Amsterdam Police officers 

which become unsafe after dark. 
The building of residental appart
ments above shops and schools is an 
example of town planning which 
contributes to safety. The D66 paper 
on which the debate was based pro
posed to create a set of norms with 
which town planners should com
ply. Likewise residential areas of 
mixed socio- economie composition 
can contribute to cambat concen
trations of poverty. In areas in which 

Norms and values: 
Only for Christian-democrats? 

A 
discussion about norms and 
values is going on in the 
Netherlands. Recently Ma

rian Louppen-Laurant, member of 
the provindal executive in Gelder
land, wrote an artiele in the De
mocraat. Extracts from this artiele 
are reproduced below. 

My thesis is: every politica! act is 
an expression of certain norms and 
values. In every community opinions 

exist about values, about maintenan
ce and proteetion of values: Values 
about the individual, the communi
ty, culture or nature. Camman opi
nions on values lead to norms (rules, 
guidance's). They structure mutual 
relations and enable people to tune
tion in a community. Camman va
lues and norms are a necessity for 
the continuation of a group. The 
interests of the individuals have to 
be considered in relation to the 

the majority of the people live in 
low-cost public housing, ownership 
of houses should be increased. 

lt was also suggested to give 
local governments more administra
tive instruments to cambat minor 

nuisances such as the 
unlawful parking of 
cars, vandalism and 
noise and irregularities 
around 'coffeeshops' 
(places where soft 
drugs are sold). This 
would avoid an overla
ad of the judicia! sys
tem. A crucial precon
dition for such a deve
lopment is of course 
that the level of pro
teetion of the rights of 
citizens must nat be 
affected adversely. 

The D66 congress 
also discussed the ef
fects of organised 
crime on public safety, 
and concluded that 
the most effective poli

cy with regard to cambatting drugs 
trafficking is a combination of 
repression and intervention in the 
market. Since the latter is nat possi
bie for international reasons, and 
repression only results in the substi
tution of one crime network by 
another, public safety will suffer 
from drugs trafficking also in the 
future. 

by Marjanne de Kwaasteniet 

camman interest. Even primitive so
cieties have normative systems. So 
these systems are nat exclusive for 
Christianity or religion in generaL 

Norms are determined by cultural 
and social circumstances and can be 
very different. High-principled eas
tern cultures exis- ted next to canni
balism. Today legal systems proteet 
children and give them rights. In 
other societies child Iabour and 
exploitation exist. Norms can change 
in the course of time. 

Public executions and slavery 
once were generally accepted in the 
Netherlands. We cannot imagine 
these norms now. 

Norms are nat absolute. We are 
nat allowed to kill. Does this norm 



exists in a war? Does this norm 
implicate that we cannot kill an 
individual asking for this because of 
suffering? In today's society norms 
are not as consistent and uniform as 
they used to be. In social groups, 
clear and strict norms used to exist. 

Authority was accepted. Now 
authority is less accepted and priva
te opinions play a greater part. This 
leads to a society with pluriform 
norms. This doesn't mean society 
has no norms. 

lt must be emphasized that it is 
necessary to have a certain mutual 
understanding about how we live 
together. 

Norms and values in politics 

Politica! opinions are in fact jud
gements about values in society. 
Politics has to ask itself in which way 
values must be ensured and 
question the role of the state: 
Which mutual agreements are 
necessary. 

Basic norms are: freedom and 
equality proteetion of the weak 
ensurance of security and justice. 

Laws, especially the constitution, 
reflect the common norms and 
values of a society. Politicians are 
continuously confronted with trade
offs between different values. What 
is more important: Freedom or 
equality, sustainability or economie 
values? What does society tolerate 
and what sanctions do we use? 
Acting politically is acting normati
vely acting. This is exactly the rea
son why government shouldn't be 
treated like a company, based on 
profit. 

The existence of different politi
cal parties is a direct result of diffe
rent opinions on questions in socie
ty. The party programmes are an 
expression of this. Every party has 
its own souree of inspiration or 
frame of reference. Different opi
nions about norms and values legiti
mize the existence of politica! par
ties. 

The position of D66 

What is the position of D66? 
D66 has its common norms and 
values, although we didn't write 
them down in a programme of 
principles. Our way of politica! 
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action is based on a basic attitude 
that combines individual freedom 
with respect for others. We feel 
responsible for the helpless and def
enceless. 

D66 wants to involve citizens in 
decision-making and give them 
responsibilities. We are averse from 

paternalism in our personal life, but 
we do think government has an 
important task in social life. Kno
wing that circumstances and opi
nions change we are non dogmatic 
and open to new views. We are 
pragmatic in the way that we do 
not strive after utopias and we keep 
realities in mind. 

by Marian Louppen-Laurant 

Youth in former Yugoslavia 
Bosnia and Herzegovina has had its elections. Within a year after the 
Dayton agreement, there is a government which is elected by the 
people of the federation. But there is still chaos, there are still ethnical
ly clean regions, there are still Bosnian refugees who are not wekome 
in their homes. Other states of farmer Yugoslavia too have suffered 
from the effects of war. 17-20 october 1996 jonge Democraten and the 
sister organization MLD from Slovenia organized a seminar in Ljublja
na, to investigate the position of youth in the changes that are taking 
place in farmer Yugoslavia. The seminar was financially supported by 
D66 IVSOM and the Slovenian government. 

JD already visited Bosnia and 
Herzegovina twice last year, and 
one of the most striking impressions 
of our seminar was the change in 
the eyes of the Bosnian delegates 
since last time we visited them. In 
February this year they, although 
being able to have parties very well, 
constantly had a sad look in their 
eyes, and war still threw its shadow 
over Sarajevo. 

Last month, there was hope in 
their eyes, and the conviction that 
Bosnia as well was building its future 
again. 

Over all about 25 representatives 
of liberal youth organizations from 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, 
Macedonia, Slovenia, ltaly, Austria 
and the 1\Jetherlands gathered in 
Ljubljana to discuss the role of their 
organizations in these countries. 
The Serbs cancelled their participa
tion only one day before, because 
they were needed by their mother 
party for the elections campaign. 

lt was interesting to see how all 
these organizations had their ways 
to get attention for their interests. 
The Slovenians had just organized a 
campaign on building tunnels to 
enable frogs to cross roads, the lta
lians had to find even more specta-

cular ways to get press attention, 
the Bosnians use their spare means 
to publish their own magazine. 
Many of the national media in the 
region are still controlled by the 
governments and don't pay atten
tion to liberal (youth) organizations. 
We hope to strengthen the inde
pendent local media in former Yu
goslavia by establishing bonds 
between these media and local 
media in the Netherlands. Refugee 
policy was another theme during 
the seminar. Especially Slovenia has 
quite an extensive experience in 
hosting refugees from Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, and since a few 
months also in creating program
mes to enable them to go back to 
their homes. They don't facilitate 

Continue on page 6 
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What is the extra value of hoving 
066 in the government? 

Looking at the economie ideas 
of D66, I notice a long tradition of 
innovation of the economy. A major 
topic for D66 is the way in which to 
realize innovation and dynamics in 
the economy? The WD is more a 
party of established interests. In that 
way one could call the WD an esta
blished classica! liberal party. D66 is 
a reformist liberal party. I must say 
this difference is stronger in pariia
ment than in government. In go
vernment the difference is smaller. 
We make a strong point for outsi
ders (unemployed 
and newcomers) and 
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between the free market and envi
ronmental issues? 

lf one enables the market to do 
what it wants, I am sure that there is 
not enough attention for environ
mental values. Many environmental 
values are not incorporated into the 
prices. An example: sustainable 
energy. lt is better to reduce the use 
of fossil energy. At the same time 
new supplies of fossil energy are 

Doesn't decentralization bring a 
risk of new regulations? 

You must have confidence in lo
cal democracy. lt is the arrogance of 
national politicians to think that 
they can do it better than local poli
ticians. They have more contacts 
with local producers and citizens 
and because of that they can find 
more balanced and equitable solu
tions. You have to give local authori
ties the powers they need to realize 
these solutions. 

True decentralization is not ma
king the rules on a national level 
and leave the application of these 

want to create chan
ces for people at the 
side-lines toenter the 
(Iabour) market 

We see the relati
vity of purchasing
power consequences 

D66 and Economy 
more than other par-
ties. At the same 
time we are not inte-
rested as much in de-
fending higher inco-
me groups. We also want to stand 
up for people with low incomes. 

In this you can recognize the so
cial aspect of D66. 

I must say in practical questions 
there is good cooperation between 
ourselves and the other parties in 
government. 

More than the other parties, we 
are interested in the position of con
sumers. So if the market doesn't 
tunetion we are in favour of maxi
mum prices, e.g. for medicines. 

Although the other government 
parties support us in the anti cartel 
policy, it has always been a strong 
D66 topic. lt is an example of our 
interest in consumers. Being critica! 
about dominant market positions, 
anti-cartel policy is clearly profi
tabie for consumers. 

A free market is profitable for 
consumers. lt is not a D66 dogma. 
A free market is not a goal in itself, 
but it gives the best guarantee for 
getting a product with the quality 
consu- mers want at the lowest pos
sibie price. Cartels bring higher pri
ces, lower quality and more unem
ployment. 

How do you see the relation 

An interview with Hans Wij ers, 
minister of Economie Affairs 

found regularly, which has a price 
reducing effect. To realize the goal 
of reducing consumption, prices 
should be higher. 

The eco-tax is a way to correct 
this market effect. External effects 
should be brought into the prices, 
and not be dealt with by subsidies 
nor if possible by regulations. 

A problem is that international 
agreements are necessary. A high 
eco-tax is only possible if the other 
European countries take similar 
measures. 

A good market generally stimula
tes innovation and in this way helps 
to find solutions to problems. Pro
ducers can develop new technologi
cal solutions to environmental pro
blems. This demands dynamics in 
the market 

The economie aftairs ministry 
and the environment ministry co
operate in finding solutions. 

We are working hard now to re
alize deregulation and to improve 
legislation. When a licensing system 
proves counter-productive or costs 
more than it solves, other solutions 
must be found. 

Decentralization is an option. 

rules to the local authorities. 
I trust the local authorities 

enough to do both. I do not have 
problems with different solutions for 
regions in which circumstances are 
also different. 

You have advocated a purple 
party. What are the backgrounds of 
this plea? 

This is a story with many misun
derstandings. I will try to explain it. 
Generally this government gets 
good responses and reactions. The 
new approach is generally accepted: 
less ideology and more discussions. 
lf this approach is a success and the 
participating parties are rewarded 
for this, this government can be 
continued after the next general 
elections. 

In all parties there are people 
who could easily tunetion in another 
party. On the other hand parties 
have a heteroge- nous composition, 
with members of whom you cannot 
under- stand why they are in that 
particular party. I don't see the logic 
of it. 

lt is also true for D66, which has 
its currents as well. 



Differences within parties are 
sametimes bigger than the differen
ces between parties. For example, 
look at the Labour Party with its 
'liberal' and trade-unionist wings. 

That could be a reason for thin
king about the criteria for the exis
tence of the specific parties. The 
factor of coincidence plays a role. In 
a way it is strange if a good coope
ration in government wouldn't have 
an effect on the parties. But the 
chance that this really 
happens is smal!. lt is not 
easy to have changes in 
the party system. Big 
events are required for 
that to happen. After the 
second world war the 
reconstruction of the Ne
therlands was such an 
event. In the sixties a 
government crisis was 
such an event, which 
brought the formation of 
D66. 

I don't know what 
kind of event could hap
pen now, but I don't 
exclude this possibility. 
For example, a develop
ment into a bipartisan 
system with a conservati
ve and a renewal party, 
both comprising ele
ments of today's parties, 
could be possible. 

Is 066 necessary for 
the government? 

The remark that D66 
is not necessary because 
of this lack of differences 
is pure nonsense. One 
cannot forget that it is only because 
of D66 that this government has 
been formed. 

Other parties said D66 didn't 
have a social-economic profile. 

That sound has disappeared. 

DEMOCRATEN 
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lt looks as if the politica! market 
players don't allow a newcomer 
(D66) to enter. 

A coalition of PvdA and WD with
out D66 wouldn't exist for a long 
time. Don't forget that D66 is the 
bridge necessary for the coalition. 

The change in direction of the 
party is the change from an opposi
tion party into a party with govern
ment responsibility, a party that 
takes responsibility for the imple
mentation of an integrated environ
mental policy. The Netherlands has 
the highest R&D percentage in the 
environmental field, including sustai
nabie energy, of the OECD coun
tries. 

Wh en 

--------~ 

speak with other minis
ters of energy from the 
OECD, they regard the 
Netherlands and Den
mark as the two most 
progressive countries in 
their thinking about 
energy and environ
ment. 

The direction of the party hos 
changed, /ess green. Doesn't this 
bring the risk that you alienate the 
green wing from the rest of the party? 

This is nonsense. I cannot agree 
with that kind of remark. You must 
not forget that this is the first time 
that the econo- mie aftairs ministry 
initiates so many green projects. 
Environmental innovation, cove
nants with industry, sustainable 
energy. 

We support companies that 
want to develop environmental 
technology. We have projects to
gether with the environment minist
ry. 

Let us stop having a 
feeling of guilt about 
not taking green issues 
seriously. That is a real 
problem for the party. 

But when we look at 
the big infrastructura/ 
projects like Amsterdam 
Airport ar the TGV and 
the big transport railway 
to Germany, you con see 
the dicussions. 

I believe that the 
measures taken for Am
sterdam Airport are fa
vourable for the envi
ronment as wel! as for 
economie goals. 

We create many 
jobs and lower sound 
emission levels campa
red to the present situ-
ation. 

The TGV has as its goal to reduce 
the use of aeroplanes on short rou
tes. This is only possible with a good 
railway, not with campromises with 
the "Not in my backyard" syndro
me. 

We have planned this project 
including many measures to spare 
the environment. Don't forget that 
these measures are being realized 
because of the efforts of D66. We 
can be proud of what we have reali
zed. 

D66 should express that feeling. 
Our green profile changes because 

Continue on page 6 



D66 and Economy 
(arti~le st~rts on page 5) ·- --·--1 

now we can actually realize green 
measures. 

Befare the e/ections we made pro
mises about concrete infrastructural 
projects. Was that our mistake? 

No, we can probably explain 
that we realized 80% of our goals. 

We need more self-confidence. 

We have reached an important 
question: how do we find an equilibri
um between pub/ie interests and indi
vidua/ interests? 

This is indeed a problem. You 
must be careful. You have to listen 
to individuals. lt is the responsibility 
of politicians to find a salution 
which respects the individual inte
rests as much as possible. 

The railway between Rotterdam 
and Germany is a good example. 
This is a necessary investment to 
prevent that the roads cannot be 
used anymore because of the traffic 
jams with trucks. From this macro 
point of view it is a very good envi
ronmental investment. On micro
level, this railway goes through the 
backyards of citizens. You cannot 
solve this problem for 1 OOo/o. 

What you can do is to make a 
high-quality railway. We have suc
ceeded in doing this. The decision 
was taken in the previous govern
ment but D66 demanded changes 

Youth in former Yugoslavia 
(Article starts on page3) 

refugees to go back when they 
don't have an official agreement of 
the local authorities in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina. Without a safe place to 
go these refugees will only increase 
difficulties there. 

Of course many other topics 
were discussed, but the main gain of 
this seminar was the opportunity it 
gave to these young people to meet 
and talk with their neighbouring 
countries. For some of them it was 
the first time in years that they went 
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to the project. 
820 million Dutch guilders will 

be spent extra because of our 
demands. 

Our attitude is to look at all the 
interests involved and all the aspects 
of a problem and to find the best 
salution in a pragmatic way. 

We have a good eye for the 
public interests, more than the WD, 
but don't expect as much from 
government solutions as the PvdA 
does. Pragmatism brings the solu
tion, not dogmas. 

My idea is to show the party pro
file, the party identity with a policy 
programme, not with a programme 
filled with abstract principles and 
dogmatic solutions. Our attitude is 
our identi- ty. 

I do not think labels like 'liberal' 
are important. They can help to 
explain the party identity to a world 
that uses these labels. We have a 
liberal economie profile. But what 
does it stand for when we see many 
differences between liberal parties in 
Europe. So this label doesn't give 
voters a clear picture of the profile 
of the party. This profile should 
emerge from our attitude, our 
actions. We have to emphasize our 
main goals for the years to come. 

Thank you for this interview. 

by WiJfried Derksen 
and Constantijn Dolmans 

abroad, for almost all it was the first 
opportunity to discuss freely with 
young people from Bosnia, Croatia, 
Slovenia and Macedonia since the 
beginning of the war. We hope to 
build on this experience and meet 
again next summer. For the 
moment the so called "Balkan 
humor', very predominant during 
the informal parts of the seminar, 
seriously gives much hope for the 
future. 

Bart Hoogenboom 

Rural development: 
new polides for the 
Europeon Union 

At the end of november the 
committee on Social Aftairs 
of the European ParHament 

had its first exchange of views on 
my report on the demographic si
tuation in the European Union. 

The main aim of my report is to 
make demography an issue on the 
politica! agenda. The demographic 
factor has farreaching consequences 
for society the next few decades, 
and yet it is not considered to be an 
important parameter in the design 
of social and economie policies. 

This lack of interest is unjustified, 
as the impact of demographic chan
ge will be much stronger in the next 
few decades than it has ever been 
before. The term demographic 
revolution is definitely appropriate. 

Of course the most visible 
aspects of the demographic situ
ation at the moment, are the slower 
population growth in Europe and 
the rapid demographic ageing. But I 
would like to focus on another 
demographic phenomenon: the 
increasing world wide urbanization 
and the depopulation of the coun
try side. 

The urban population is growing 
faster than the average population 
growth,and 93% of this urban pop
ulation growth occurs in Third 
World countries. This rapid increase 
of the number of people living in a 
city is mainly due to migration. The 
number of very big cities is growing. 
At this moment fourteen of the big
gest cities in the world have a popu
lation of over 1 0 million inhabitants! 
Again: all new metropales are situ
ated in the paorest countries. This 
development is paralelled by a 
strong depopulation and demo
graphic ageing of the country side. 
Young people move to town, attrac
ted by its economie "pull", as their 
chances of making a living in the 

Continue on page 7 



I Rural development: 
new polities for the Europeon Union 
( artiele starts on page 6) 

-------~--

country side are getting ever slim
mer. 

Although the developments in 
Europe are less dramatic, they do 
follow the general trend of urbani
zation. Europe is the most urbanized 
part of the world: about 75% of its 
population is living in urban agglo
merations of more than 1 0.000 
inhabitants. 

All these changes call for a new 
vision on the respective roles of the 
city and of the country side and 
their interdependence, to be laid 
down in a European urban policy 
and a rural development policy. 

At the moment, cities are the 
main centers of economie growth. 
The country side on the other hand, 
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focussing traditionally on agricultur
al production for the world food 
supply, is strongly in decline. 

The Community agricultural 
policy, regional policy and environ
ment policy offer the perfect fra
mework for a European rural deve
lopment policy. General outlines for 
such a policy are described in the 
European Charter for Rural Areas, 
recently published by the Council of 
Europe. 

A rural development policy, 
aiming first of all at the diversifica
tion of the economie activity, inte
grates for instanee the above men
tioned areas, SME's, industry, recre
ation, technology and research, 
energy, education and training, 
town and country planning, lands-

IVSOM in Bosnia and Herzegovina 

S ince a tact-finding mission of D66 and the Young Dernocrats in 
1995, D66 maintains regular contacts with the Liberal Party of Bos
nia and Herzegovina. One week before the national elections in 

September, D66 visited the Liberal Party in Bosnia. Wim Vrijhoef (Presi
dent), jan-Willem Bertens (MEP) and jan-Dirk Sprokkereef (Secretary 
Genera!) supported their election campaign in Sarajevo and Brcko. 

During the entire war, the Liberal 
Party has pursued a Bosnia without 
ethnical boundaries. Nowadays, six 
months after the Dayton agree
ment, Bosnia still has a war econo
my. Only 5 percent of the total pop
ulation is employed. Befare the elec
tions, politics was dominated by 
nationalist issues. 

The first part of the visit was a 
politica! meeting between the 
Dutch delegation and Rasim Kadic 
(party leader of the Liberal Party) 
and Kleija Balta (vice-president) in 
Sarajevo. They talked about the 
election campaign and the expecta
tions of the Liberal Party. The Bos
nians explained their slogan and 
main theme 'European identity'. 

During the press conference, 
which was held afterwards, the 
Dutch delegation was asked how 
the fall of Sebrenica had been expe-

rienced in the Netherlands. ]an-Wil
lem Bertens explained that the par
Hament decided to order an investi
gation by the RIOD (the National 
lnstitute for War Do-
cumentation, which 
also investigated the 
developments of 
World War 11. 

The second part 
was a visit to a cam
paign meeting in 
the frontier-city of 
Brcko. Brcko is the 
only city which is 
still disputed after 
the Dayton agree
ment. The control 
of Brcko has yet to 
be established. In 
the meantime the 
muslims are being 
dislodged and the 

cape preservation, infrastructure 
and transports. The country side has 
to become more aware of what is 
has to offer to the city and the 
people living in it. Many new activi
ties can be developed, nat in the 
least in the services sector. Positive 
side effect: offers good opportuni
ties for wamen to imprave their 
economie position. New products 
wiJl find their way to the market, like 
biomass. 

Given the specific conditions of 
each region, a European rural deve
lopment policy can nat be a uni
form plan for the entire Union. lt 
will rather consist of steering, coor
dination, cooperation and the 
exchange of experiences. 

by Johanna Boogerd-Quaak, 
Memher of the Europeon Par/ia ment, 

rapporteur on the demographic 
situation in the Europeon Union 

Serbian refugees are moving into 
the abandoned houses. During the 
meeting, at which more than 500 
people were present, Wim Vrijhoef 
suggested a 'fly-over'. The Liberal 
Party actually already suggested a 
proposal fora mutal 'right of way'. 

The possibility to share and 
exchange opinions during this visit 
was of great importance to bath the 
Liberal Party and D66. Bath parties 
experienced this visit as successful. 

by Tanja Brok 

Wim Vrijhoef 
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man a fish ... " 
A Already more than 200 years 

ago clergyman Thomas Mal
thus predicted that popula

tion growth would exceed food 
production. Today, Lester Brown, 
the president of the World Watch 
lnstitute can be considered a mo
dern Malthusian. He argues that 
the global demand for food will 
be many times larger than the 
world's capacity to produce food. 
Mr. Brown is not alone, many 
people believe that there will be a 
major food crisis in the early 21 st 
-century. 

Against this pessimistic, outlook 
thousands of politicians, bureaucrats 
and lobbyists gathered this week for 
the second World Food Summit in 
Rome. Forecasts of famine seem to 
come up about every twenty years 
because the last global food confe
rence was organised twenty years 
ago driven by the same anxiety, 
But, is it true, that the world is really 
running out of food? 

More than 800 million people 
are chronically malnourished, How
ever, it is too easy to dismiss this 
human tragedy to population 
growth reaching its natural limits, 
The answer to this problem cannot 
be solved with technica! means 
such as more fertilizers and high 
yielding seeds or biotechnological 
inventions. 

lt is too narrow minded to think 
only in technica! solutions. What is 
needed is not another breakthrough 
in farm technology, but a break
through in policy. People are hung
ry because they are poor and not 
because the world is running out of 
food. 

Biotechnology offers enormous 
possibilities, But so far not for the 
millions of poor farmers in the third 
world. This technology will be far 
too expensive and complex for 
these people. 

The coincidence of the World 
Food Summit together with the dra
matic situation in Zaïre demonstra
tes that hunger cannot be explained 
by a lack of fertilizers, but by civil 
war. lt is not only a matter of over
population, environmental degrada
tion, but also of distribution, access 
to land. 

Many of these issues go far bey
ond the scope of the FAO food con
ference. Dealing with hunger is not 
only dealing with food, but with the 
complex issue of poverty. And 
poverty should be addressed by 
policy changes. 

Politica! change is needed at all 
levels. But to stay close at home, we 
should not deny our own responsi
bility. The Common European Agri
culture policy of the European 
Union through which the European 
market is kept closed for other 
countries and food prices are kept 
high, contributes to the problem. 
Even worse, are the fishery agree
ments between the European Union 
and African countries. From a social 
and ecological point of view, these 
agreements are unacceptable, The 
EU memberstates are exporting 
their problem of overfishing to 
poorer countries and with sophisti
cated equipment the Europeans 
make it impossible for their African 
colleague to fish in their own 
waters. Against this background it is 
very cynical that at the one hand 
the European Union is pumping 
money in food programmes, while 
on the other hand it undermines it 
by its agriculture policy and fishery 
agreements. "Give a man a fish and 
you can feed him one day, learn a 
man fishing and he can feed himself 
forever." In this context, unfortuna
telly this basic principle of food 
security is losing more and more of 
its reality. 

by Babette Graeber 
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State of play in Justice and Home Aftairs 
(atharina de Lange, politica/ assistani Prof. dr. L.J. Brink horst, MEP 

Cooperation between the members of the European Union in the fields of Justice and Home Aftairs is not 
working. True, Conventions - on extradition, Europol, the EU's financial interests, the customs informations 
system, Schengen - have been signed, joint Actions have been adopted and on paper the number of resolu
tions, recommendations, decisions and conclusions is impressive. But we are far from decisive and organised 
action in the fight against international crime in its many forms, nor are we anywhere close to a common 
European asylurn and immigration policy. As such, the European Union is not providing an adequate response 
to the security concerns of the citizens. 

T he ma in underlying reason is 
the reticence of the Member 
States: in this policy area, at the 

heart of national sovereignty, habits 
of cooperation are difficult to deve
lop. Because of this reticence, the 
Member States did not give them
selves the means for effective action 
at the time of the Maastricht Treaty. 
The result, as one analyst put it, is 
'institutionalised intergovernmenta
lism': intergovernmental coopera-

tion which existed prior to the 
Maastricht Treaty continues to exist, 
although it now operates within the 
framewerk of the European Union . 
The legal status of the instruments 
at the disposal of the Member States 
is vague and the ministers have 
resorted instead to other quasi-Iegal 
instruments which are not binding. 
The unanimity rule leads to paralysis 
or to decisions of the lowest com
mon denominator. And by curtailing 

One of Europe's mayor problems: drug dealing 

the role of the European institutions 
(except for the Council of Ministers), 
Member States have discarded a 
major souree of impetus for further 
cooperation and raised widespread 
concern about the lack of judicia! 
and demoeratic controL 

The provisions of the Treaty in 
the field of justice and Home Aftairs 
are currently under review in the ln
tergovernmental Conference (IGC) 
which must prepare the European 
Union for enlargement. Fortunately, 
Member States are growing aware 
of the expectations of their citizens 
with regard to internal security and 
therefore some progress is likely to 
be made in this area. The position of 
the European Parliament is clear: it is 
in favour of making policies such as 
asylum, immigration, visas and the 
fight against terrorism, organised 
crime, drugs, fraud, corruption and 

Continue on page 2 
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State of play in Justice and Home Affairs 
(artide starts on page 1) 

trafficking in wamen and children, 
real Community policies. This means 
that the European Commission, the 
European Parliament and the Euro
pean Court of justice wiJl fuifiJl their 
traditional roles of initiating legisla
tion (in the case of the European 
Commission) and controL Further
more, decision-making in these 
areas wiJl be made easier through 
qualified majority voting. 

Results from the IGC are also in 
the interest of the countries of centr
al and eastern Europe who wish to 
join a European Union where free-

D66 International Quarterly 
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dom of movement and internal 
security complement each other. 
But a successful outcome is nat 
guaranteed. There is resistance from 
Member States who prefer to view 
progress in the fields of justice and 
Home Aftairs as giving away national 
sovereignty rather than as increasing 
their capacity to counteract pro
blems which require a transnational 
solution. To overcome this resistan
ce, the idea of 'enhanced coopera
tion' is gaining ground: Member 
States who wish to integrate further 
wiJl no Jonger be prevented from 
doing so by the veto of another 

Some D66 issues in 
iustice and home alfairs 

Wilfried Derksen 

D66 has always been a party with many lawyers. Legal aftairs have an 
important impact in the party profile. The rule of law and constitutional 
reforms are typical D66 topics. For the past several years the fight 
against crime has been a main topic. 

D 66 (and its justice Minister, Mrs 
Winnie Sorgdrager) wants to 
emphasize the fight against 

crime. This involves a good coopera
tion between local and national aut
horities and the public prosecutor 
office. The public prosecutor has to 
tune his policy to the policy of the 
authorities. On the other hand, the 
authorities have the duty to prevent 
that a bad policy leads to a high 
burden for the judicia! authorities. 
The question may be asked whether 
the penal system is the right answer 
to breaches of the law. Therefore, 
D66 is in favour of using nat only 
penal reactions but also administrati
ve reactions to these breaches. This 
leads to a differentiated approach 
and means that the public prosecu
tors can concentrate on their main 
task: penal reaction to crime. lt 
doesn't conflict with the guarantees 
of the ECRM. Administrative courts justice Minister Winnie Sorgdrager 

DEMOCRATEN 

Member State. However much 
depends upon how this concept of 
'enhanced cooperation' is given 
farm in the Treaty. lt wiJl have to be 
understood as a means to deepen 
integration if it is to help develop 
effective action at the European level 
in justice and Home Affairs. 

can check the administrative meas
ures. A general apinion in the D66 
justice policy is that penal law is an 
ultimum remedium (a last resort) 
and that administrative law and civil 
law can also be used as instruments 
to fight crime. The public prosecutor 
should have the possibility to initiate 
civil procedures if these procedures 
are more efficient than penal proce
dures. In this way it might be possi
bie better to prevent crime. 

Financial possibilities 

During the past year, D66 has 
advocated a strengthening of the 
judicia! authorities. The judiciary 
should take responsibility for its own 
organization and should have the 
financial possilities to respond to the 
wishes of the public. 

'Gedogen' 

A typical Dutch word is 'gedo
gen', to condone. lt means that aut
horities tolerate breaches of regula
tions. lt does happen in other coun
tries as well, but it is now once again 
in discussion. An example: although 
soft drugs are illegal, they are tolera
ted under restrictions. 

This is an extreme example, but 
it happens more. Local authorities 
have the possibilty to tolerate bre
aches of building regulations. D66 
advocates a regulation of 'gedogen' 
in the law. The rule of law stipulates 
a regulation. 



D66 and the 
Regionsof 
Europe 

Hans van Mierlo, the D66 party 
leader, raised the issue during a 
fringe meeting of the D66 party 
conference 22nd and 23rd of 
March: the role of the regions in 
the European integration. This 
issue will prove to be one of the 
most important items on the 
European agenda the next few 
years. 

S o far, the European Union has 
been a project of the member 
states, but it is becoming appa 

rent that the local and regional aut
horities have to be involved in the 
integration proces as well. Especially 
the big regions with legislative po
wers wish to participate more di
rectly in the European decision ma
king process. 

The regions and cities of Europe 
very often get confronted with legis
lation and regulation that have been 
conceived at the European level, 
without taking into account the di
versity of the regions and cities and 
the impact of such legislation and 
regulation at the local and regional 
level. 

Artiele 198 A of the Treaty of 
Maastricht reflects this develop
ment, by providing the basis for a 
Community organ that voices the 
apinion of the subnational levels of 
public authority: the Committee of 
the Regions. 

The Committee of the Regions is 
a consultative body, composed of 
222 representatives of local and 
regional government, proposed by 
the member states and appointed 
by the Council, and an equal num
ber of alternate members. The Com
mittee of the Regions has to be con
sulted obligatorily by Commission 
and Council in the areas of econo
mie and social cohesion, trans- euro
pean networks (transport, telecom
munications and energy), public 
health, education and youth and 
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culture. lf the Committee of the 
Regions considers that specific re
gional interests are involved, they 
can issue an own initiative apinion 
on the matter. In practice, the Com
mission regularly consults the Com
mittee voluntarily on a variety of 
subjects. 

The Committee of the Regions is 
a relatively young organ, and still in 
the process of finding its final shape 
and role within the European institu
tions. One of the recent develop
ments is the formation of politica! 
groups and the installation of secre
tariats forthese groups. 

The ELDR group has 24 full 
members and 23 alternates. Thir
teen of them are Dutch, including 
the president, Pieter ROSCAM AB
BING (WD). D66 is represented by 
three members, Marian LOUPPEN 
(regional councillor of Gelderland), 
Miehiel VERBEEK (alderman of Ha
ren) and Annelies VERSTAND (ma
yor of Zutphen). This imbalance is 
mainly due to the fact that the 
Dutch delegation to the CoR sought 
to reflect the politica! situation in the 
Netherlands. 

In the Netherlands the adminis
trative heads of municipalities (ma-

yor) and of provinces (Commissio
ner of the Queen) are appointed by 
the government. One of the spear
head issues for D66 has always been 
the elected mayor in stead of the 
appointed ones. 

lt is interesting to see the reparti
tion of posts at the local and region
al level between the politica! parties. 
The Netherlands have 572 mayors, 
23 of which are D66 members. This 
is only 4% of the total, whereas D66 
got 1 6% at the general elections of 
1994. Equally disproportionate is the 
number of Christian-Democrat may
ors: 39%, against 22,7% at the ge
nera! elections. At the provincial le
vel the same phenomenon can be 
observed: out of 12 Queen's Com
missioners, one is a D66 member. 

In the Committee of the Regions, 
D66 will pursue its ideas and values 
within the framework of the ELDR 
group, but also through cooperation 
with the D66 delegation in the Euro
pean Parliament as well as regular 
consultation of the D66 association 
of local and regional council lors. 

For more information: 
Committee of the Regions 

ELDR group 
79, Rue Belliard # ARD 611 

1040 Brussels, Belgium 
Tel/fax: +32 2 282 22 26/23 31 

e-mail: sophie.intveld@cdr.be 

IVSOM in the Czech Repoblie 
Mid-December D66 organised a conference in Prague focusing on party 
organization and structure. A total of 19 participants from the Hunga
rian SzDsZ (Alliance of Free Democrats), the Czech SD-LSNS (Free 
Democrats/Liberal Social and National Party) and the Dutch D66 
(Democrats 66) met in general sessions and workshops. 

R emarkable differences were ap
parent between the comforta
bie position held by SzDsZ and 

the more marginalized SD-LSNS. 
While the SzDsZ participates in the 
Hungarian government at the time, 
the SD-LSNS has lost severely in re
cent elections for Parliament en Se
nate. For this reason, SD-LSNS parti
cipates only on local and regional 
politica! level. The Czechs saw party 
restructuring as a necessary conse
quence of these defeats. The redu
eed size of the SD-LSNS led further-

more to a major decrease in subsi
dies from the Czech State. The 
SzDsZ, however, continues to 
strengthen its position as a demo
eratic party with creativity and disci
pline without serious competition 
from the liberal side of the politica! 
spectrum. 

During workshops on communi
cation, media and internal party
organisation, several ideas were 
launched to help shape up the SD-

Continue on page 8 



Social Policy in the EU 
( artiele starts on page 3) 

more thematic approach is needed 
tor the future. The EU has to con
centrate itself on themes which play 
a role in all the member states. For 
example the implications of the in
formation society which make life
long learning very important. For 
this it is imaginable to develop acti
vities to stimulate computer educa
tion tor different age-groups in 
member-states. Another theme 
could be the specific social problems 
in the inner-eities of the member 
states. 

The ESF is still the European 
Union's most important social and 
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employment-policy instrument. 
In view of the 18 million unemploy
ed in the EU, restricting its range of 
operations is as unthinkable as cut
ting funds. Assistance trom the ESF 
is aften the only opportunity the 
long-term unemployed, young 
people out of work, wamen and the 
disabled are given to obtain addi
tional qualifications and be integra
ted or reintegrated into working life. 
What the ESF needs is a reform tor 
the coming years which takes into 
account the different challenges of 
the future. In this way it can contri
bute to a more social Europe. 

Medical examinations banned 
Marianne de /(waasteniet 

. 
Due to an initiative by MP's of D66 medical examinations to be appoin
ted to a job, or to be admitted to a pension scheme or a life insurance 
will soon be banned. The relevant bill (comparable to a "private mem
ber's bill") passed Parliament last November and it is not very likely that 
the Senate will block it. 

W hat we re the reasans tor 
tabling this bill? When ]acob 
Kohnstamm (farmer MP, 

now State Secretary tor Home Af
fairs) presented the bill back in 
1993, he was motivated by the tact 
that due to technological develop
ments medical examinations could 
discover more and more, and that 
this resulted in unfair treatment of 
applicants tor jobs. An applicant 
could be turned down tor reasans 
which had little to do with the re
quirements tor the job. 

lnitially the bill met with little 
support, but this changed in 1995, 
when it became clear that the pri
viatization of the health insurance 
act (which put the financial burden 
of illness of an employee on the 
employer, with the objective of 
reducing the sick-rate) and the dis
abled act (which toreed employees 
to partially insure against the risk of 
becoming disabled on the private 

market), induced employers incre
asingly to use medical examinations 
tor selection purposes. By that time 
it was Rogier van Boxtel MP who 
dealt with the bill in the D66 parlia
mentary group. 

Marjanne de Kwaasteniet, 
International Secretary D66 

lnstead of setting specific requi
rements tor a particular job, and li
miting a medical examination to 
those requirements (e.g. testing of 
the eyes of someone applying tor a 
training as a pilot) medical examina
tions were used to close the door to 
applicants with slight health pro
blems unrelated to the particular 
job. D66 was of the apinion that 
this situation was undesirable. Nat 
only did it create inequality of op
portunities, the behaviour of em
ployers was also based on the erro
neous assumption that medical exa
minations at the beginning of a 
persons career in a particular firm 
have a predictive value, in the sense 
that they can give an indication of 
the future sick-rate of the person 
concerned. Research has shown, 
however, that this is nat true. Sick
rates are more strongly related to 
the work environment, work satis
faction and other psychological fac
tors than to the initial health situati
on of an employee. 

The right to know 

The situation with regard to the 
pension scheme and life insurances 
was more or less similar. How to 
avoid that people, because of cer
tain health problems, are excluded 
trom these insurances? The discus
sion between insurance companies 
and D66 spokesman Rogier van 
Boxtel focused on HIV-infected and 
persons with a risk of developing in
heritable defects in the future. The 
insurance companies argued that a 
ban on medical examinations would 
cast over a billion Dutch guilders 
and push premiums up to unaccep
table levels. Van Boxtel questioned 
these figures and defended 'the 
right to know'. The two sides finally 
agreed that insurance companies 
were allowed to ask tor a medical 
examination in case someone wan
ted to buy a life insurance of over 
300.000 Dutch guilders. In the case 
of a disability insurance the tigure 
was lower. Only when these chan
ges were made, the government 
supported the initiative by Van Box
tel. Despite the changes he had had 
to make in the bill Van Boxtel was 
satisfied: Many MP's do nat see tan
gible results of tour years work, but 
he did! 
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Sociol Policy in the Europeon Union: 
re-inventing the Europeon Sociol Fund 

Martin van't Zet, politica/ assistant to Mrs. Boogerd-Quaak, MEP 

Employment is priority number one in Europe at the moment. The 
European Union is facing persistently high unemployment. In some 
parts of the European Union the unemployment rates are above 10%, 
for young people usually even higher. Unfortunately the role of the 
European Union in social policy is often criticised as weak and power
less. This became painfully clear after the closing of the Renault plant in 
Vilvoorde. lf Europe wants to play an important role in the world eco
nomy it's essential to create new jobs and to secure the existing jobs. 

E uropean-wide there's consensus 
about modernising the Europe
an Iabour markets and making 

the tax and social security systems 
of the member states more employ
ment-friendly. However the instru
ments for social policy are, with ex
ception to some internal market re
lated legislation, mostly concentra
ted in the member states. An excep
tion for this is the instrument of the 
European Social Fund (ESF). 

The ESF, the oldest Structural 
Fund, has been and still is the visible 
manifestation of the obligation 
which the European Union has set 
itself to make social integration and 
equal opportunities possible for citi
zens of the Union. lt aims to stimula
te job creation in member states by 
supporting training schemes and 
other employment generating initi
atives. lt is run on the 'matching 
funds' principle whereby the Euro
pean Commission generally provi
des up to 50% of the financing for a 
project and member states come up 
with the rest. In less-developed re
gions, the ESF has been the driving 
force in improving education, trai
ning and further training systems. In 
other partsof the Union, the ESF has 
given member states support in 
adapting workers' qualifications to 
the constantly changing demands of 
the economy. 

Despite all the good things 
about the ESF it does not mean the 

fund hasn't received criticism. One 
of the funds major weaknesses is 
considered the poor co-ordination 
with other key programmes, nota
bly the multi-billion-ecu European 
Regional Development 
Funds. Another growing 
concern is the way the fund 
is run. Every year the EU's 
Court of Auditars attacks 
the Commission for its han
dling the ESF (and other 
structural funds). For exam
ple almast one-quarter of 
the 7,400 million ecu availa
ble under the scheme in 
1995 was not used because 
of the poor co-ordination 
between the institution and 
the member states. From 
local and regional authori
ties complaints are heard 
about the excessive admini
strative costs owing to the 
complexity of operations, 
the severe delay in the flow 
of ESF funds and inflexibility 
owing to the adoption of 
priorities to a three-year pe
riod. Complexity is strengh
tened by the multiplicity of 
activities, initiatives and objectives 
which make the fund very untrans
parent. 

However, abolition of the ESF be
cause of this complexity, inefficiency 
and untransparancy isn't realistic 
and isn't a salution as well. The 
meaning of solidarity which lies 

behind the ESF, must stay upright. 
To make the ESF better known the 
fund needs reform. A forthcoming 
reform must take into account the 
financial perspective for the period 
after 2000 and the enlargement of 
the EU to include Central and Eas
tern European countries. The mem
ber states' endeavours to consolida
te their budgets in preparation for 
EMU make an increase in the Un
ion's own resources unlikely. New 
tasks for the EU and the financial et
forts required in conneetion with 
eastward enlargement also rule out 
an increase in funds for the ESF. 
Redistribution of the means is there
fore unavoidable. Further on the 
procedures must be simplified and 
the fund must increase its effective
ness. Two things in relation to re
form are important. Firstly it is ne
cessary to reduce the current num
ber of objectives to two core objec-

The Port of Rotterdam employs 
tenthousands workers 

tives. One vertical based objective 
for specific areas in Europe espec
ially focusing on regional develop
ment and one horizontal based ob
jective for the whole of Europe. The 
latter includes the initiatives to cam
bat unemployment. Secondly a 

Continue on page 6 



Recently I had the opportunity to 
interview Tom Kok to get an im
pression of his ideas on D66. 

Q: A first question: 
Why did you want to 
become party chair
man? 
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Tom Kok, 

c/ear position: You wouldn't run fora 
paid chairmanship. Why nat? 

A: To say it positively: Why am I 
in favour of the old sys
tem of chairmanship? 
First a personal reason: I 
have a fine job and I 

A: I like new chal
lenges, new things to 
learn. I like to do 

The new Party Chairman 
don't want to give up this 
job to become party 
chairman. There is also a 

things I have nat done 
before. I expect that the persons 
who asked me to run for this office 
had the idea that I could probably 
use my experience in a good way 
for the party. The same wiJl be done 
at the moment D66 needs a new 
·cna1rman. 1 ao nat nave me pre
sumption to cause very big changes 
in the party. 

Q: In your professional life you 
have experience with chairing a big 
insurance company, FBTO, a coopera
tive organization. Do you see simi/ari
ties in bath functions? 

A: Nat a direct similarity. But I 
am the same person at home as I 
am at my work and as I am in the 
party. My sense of norms and valu
es doesn't change in these func
tions. The way I wiJl deal with peop
le is the same. I think in a certain 
way the cooperative character of 
FBTO has similarities with the way 

An interview 

At its November congress, 
066 elected a new chairman. 
After intense debates on the 
choice between a full-time 
paid chair- man and a non

full-time paid chairman, con-
gress opted for the latter. After 
this debate, congress elected 
Tom Kok, former member of 

the national bureau as the 
new chairman. 

D66 works. In bath organizations 
members have a lot of power and 
the possibility of direct influence on 
the decisions. The Members Council 
is the highest body in FBTO. Con
gress, the members assembly, is the 
highest body in the party. Every 

member has a direct 
entrance to the con
gress and has the right 
to vote in congress. This 
I find very inspiring. 

FBTO is a direct wri
ter company, it has 
direct cantacts with its 
customers. This is the 
same as in the party. 
The party has direct 
links to its members and 
is nat dependent on any 
branches to involve 
members. I must emp
hasize that this doesn't 
mean that every FBTO 
elient should be a D66 
supporter and every 
D66 supporter should 
be a FBTO client. 

Q: In the debate on a 
paid chairman, you had a 

very good fundamental 
reason. Chairman is a 

politica! function. lt brings responsi
bilities. lf you make a politica! mista
ke, congress must be able to ask for 
your resignation. This is more diffi
cult if a family depends on the inca
me as party chairman. On the other 
hand, if the chairman doesn't agree 
with a party position anymore he 
must be able to resign without lo
sing his job. This mutual indepen
denee is very important. One needs 
this absolutely. 

Q What do you want to realize in 
your chairmanship? 

A This is nat a spontaneous ans
wer. Many people asked me and I 
have thought a lot about it. An im
portant electoral factor wiJl be the 
"realness" of people. People saying 
what they think, people being pre
pared to listen to reason and to 
learn from mistakes. I wiJl consider 
my chairmanship a success when at 
the end this realness wiJl be regar
ded as typical of D66 representati
ves in legislatures and executives. 

Q Where do you place D66 in the 
politica! spectrum in the Netherlands? 

A The main characteristic is the 
reform and renewal attitude. For e~
ample: We demanded this quite 
successful purple coalition in gover
nment and we brought good minis
ters into this coalition. Although I 
wiJl nat deny the economie success 
of this coaliti- on, a very important 
renewal is the green dimension. In 
every debate on infrastructural to
pics, environment is a big issue. A 
lot of money is spent to make these 
infrastructural investments more en
vironmentally friendly. The environ
ment has become an issue in econo
mie develop- ment. This to me is an 
important D66 feature in gover
nment. 



Q 066 is in the caofition with a 
socia/-democratic and a classical-liber
al party. What are the differences? 

A The main difference is the 
emphasis on democracy made by 
D66. We have trust in the individual 
possibilities of the Dutch citizens to 
make choices. That is the reason we 
have made the choice for direct 
democracy in the party without a 
system of delegates. That is also the 
reason we want to enrich parliamen
tary democracy with direct demo
eratic features. Consequently, we 
advocate openness. People should 
have the possibility to get the intar
mation they need. This is also an 
attitude in 066: being open to infor
mati- on and impulses from citizens. 
I must emphasize that the centre 
position that we now have doesn't 
mean that we have unclear or vague 
positions. The bridge position that 
we have in this coalition is a necessi
ty for the coalition. 

Q In Europe we cooperate in a 
libero/ democratie party, the ELDR, 
with the VVD party. What do you con
sider the main diffe- rences with the 
VVD? 

A The WD combines a tradition
al liberalism with the conserva- tive 
wishes of many of its supporters. 
They have more an ideological posi
tion. Our position relies on argu
ments. We do nat have any bluep
rints. I must say that at the moment 
we can see a growing difference of 
apinion on the introduetion of the 
Euro and the enlargement of NATO. 
We have made a clear choice in 
favciur of the introduetion of the 
Euro and the enlargement of NATO. 
Mr Bolkestein, leader of the WD, is 
speaking in a more sceptica! way. 
He spoke against the enlargement of 
NATO. He does this in lectures and 
interviews and it is a way to influen-

I 
DEMOCRATEN 
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ce the politica! agenda. But I won
der if it is a balloon or the real vision 
of the WD. lt will be discussed in 
parliament. We will nat support him 

and I don't think he will get a majo
rity in parliament. (Editor: He 
didn't.) Another point. I see in Euro
pe a task for D66 to promate its idea 
of consumerism. The position of the 
consumer should be better and it 
could be an important issue for D66 
in the ELDR. 

WiJfried Derksen. 

rEuropeon Parliament in power? 
Bart Hoogenboom, JD 

A lready years ago, JO advocated increasing the power of the Europe
an Parliament, and we were nat alone. Fortunately, or unfortunate
ly? Fortunately, because it is always nice nat to stand alone in your 

opinions. Unfortunately, because if there were indeed a large support for 
a stronger EP, then it is absolutely disappointing to see that the EP still 
can't really block policies of the European Commission. In the JO magazi
ne 'Demo', Jan Willem Bertens (D66 MEP) was asked about the demoera
tic control-mechanisms of the European Commision. He concluded - and 
seemed quite satisfied to me - that the power of the EP had been incre
ased by 'Maastricht': 'We do have the opportunity to send the European 
Commision away'. lf Bertens knows anything about Dutch national policy, 
and I assume he does, then he would know that only when there is really 
a clash between government and parliament, there is a chance that the 
government is sent away. Much of the power of the Dutch national par
liament lies in the possibility to amend a legislative proposal, or even 
totally reject it. Are we so totally wrong to expect the same characteristics 
at a European level? So far no European Commision has been sent away. 
Bertens tries to save the situation by: 'Weil, l'm nat going to show my 
power by knocking you down.' Of course we agree that it would nat be a 
pleasant situation if members of the European Commision were knocked 
down continuously, but some pressure would be fine. Bertens should 
have answered by summing up the means of the EP to produce that pres
sure. But if he is honest, he would nat get very far. Are we so totally 
wrong to think that the European Parliament should have the right to 
amend or to reject policies of the European Commision without causing a 
European governmental crisis? (suggested editor's note: under the sa-cal
led co-decision procedure, which covers a large section of European legis
lative proposals, including all of the lnternal Market legislation, the Euro
pean Parliament already has -and makes intensive use of- the power to 
amend and ultimately to reject proposals for legislation, even if these are 
supported by the Commission and the Council.) 

Are we so totally wrong to think that such national demoeratic proce
dures should at least be reproduced at a European level? The larger an 
entity, the more, the better and the opener the procedures should be to 
ensure demoeratic control. We know the EP has already more power than 
is generally thought. We know Bertens is very European-minded, but so 
are we. We know Bertens and other MEPs are always willing to clarify 
European policy to Dutch citizens. But we also know our demoeratic prin
ciples. And we expect D66 to know theirs. We cannot be satisfied with 
the limited influence of the EP in European Commision affairs. We expect 
every MEP nat to be satisfied with it. And most of all we expect a Europe
an democracy. 
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IVSOM in 1997 

IVSOM will, also during this year, 
organise several projects with like
minded parties in Central and Eas
tern Europe. A summary of some of 
the planned projects in 1997: 

Hungary 
Tagether with the Alliance of 

Free Dernocrats (SzDSz), several dif
ferent trainings arid seminars have 
been organised the last four years. 
This year toa, we will exchange poli
tical ideas and views during a semi
nar. 

Slovenia 
After the multilateral environ

ment conference in the Hague last 
year, D66 will develop a new politi
cal conference with the LDS in Slo
venia. 

Macedonia 
Last year was the first time the 

Liberal Party of Macedonia and D66 
cooperated in an IVSOM project. 
The seminar on media policy has 
been very successful and a follow-up 
wil I be organised this year. 

Poland and 
the Czech Republic 
The Free Dernocrats from the 

Czech Republic and the Union of 
Freedom from Poland will most like
ly cooperate tagether in a seminar 
this year. 

Buigaria 
D66 has been working tagether 

with the lnstitute of Liberal Strate
gies for several years now. This suc
cessful cooperation will be continu
ed this year. 

Croatia 
The HSLS from Croatia visited 

the Netherlands in December last 
year. In February, a seminar on me
dia and campaigning was organised 
in Croatia. 

For more information on the 
IVSOM projects you can con
tact: Tanja Brok at the D66 

National Office, 
+31.70.3566066. 

Change of leadership 
At the last congress Hans 
van Mierlo announces that 
he wil not run as party 
leader at the next parli
mantary elections. 

A t a pre ss conference at 
31 may Van Mierlo and 

party chairman Tom Kok 
propesed mrs Els Borst, mi
nister of health, as the new 
party leader. 

Party congress has to 
confirm this choice. 
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