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The euthanasia debate in Dutch parliament: 
moral acceptance of euthanasia, but no legal consequences 
After almost ten years of parlia
mentary discussion the Second 
Chamber of the Dutch parliament 
has finished the euthanasia deba
te. However, it is still uncertain 
whether the now adopted legisla
tion, proposed by the govern
ment, will become law: the Senate, 
the First Chamber, still has to deci
de and give its approval. There
fore, the future will show whether 
this legislation will really come 
into effect. Perhaps there is some 
hope left for the parliamentary 
group of D66, because of its oppo
sition to the legislative proposal of 
the government. 

Our own initiative bill 

In the debate D66 has defended 
its own initiative bill on euthanasia, 
launched in 1984 by a D66 member 
of parliament, Elida Wessei-Tuinstra. 
But the acceptance of the present Ie-

Introduetion to this issue 

Kohnstamm In dlscusslon wlth 
opponents. 
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A main topic in Dutch polities, eut hanasia, was discussed in parliament. 
D66 did not agree with the majority in parliament. In this issue Gerdine 
Rodenburg explains the D66 points of view on the new legislation (p. 1). 
At the next congress D66 will discuss the future of European integration. 
Therefore Michel Groothuizen covers this theme in an artiele with the 
title 'Europe Quo Vadis' (p. 2) . 

Wiltried Derksen and Constantijn Dolmans interviewed Gerrit-jan Wolf
fensperger, deputy floor leader of D66 in the Second Chamber (p. 4). They 
spoke about the party identity and Dutch penal policy. Sustainable develop
ment remains an important topic for D66. Petra van den Boomgaard reports 
about the last lOl-seminar in The Hague on sustainable development (p. 6). 
jan-Willem Bertens, MEP will report in the European Parliament on the issue 
of intervention under international law. His assistant, Arjen Bouter, writes on 
this theme in his artiele (p. 7). Finally Suzanne Bakker explains why the jonge 
Democraten organize a seminar on socialliberalism (p. 8). 

The editor. 

gislation has led to the rejection of 
the D66 proposal. Nevertheless, ja
cob Kohnstamm - at present defen
der of the D66 proposal - ended his 
speech in the debate by stating that 
he does not consider this rejection as 
a moral loss. According to him, the 
initiative bill has played a major role 
in the politica! discussion on eutha
nasia. lt has been a symbol for those 
who strive after the right to die 
under certain circumstances. 

• Continue on page 2. 
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Euthallasia In that respect, 
the D66 proposal 
has contributed to a • (artide starts 

on page 1) break through concer-
ning the taboo on 

euthanasia. On the other hand it 
was his conviction, that an end to 
the parliamentary discussion in this 
way is not acceptable and the adop
tion of the government proposal is a 
wrong decision. The criticism of D66 
as to the government bill primarily 
focused on two issues. 

No change of the crimina! code 

In the first place, euthanasia (and 
helping with suicide) remains a cri
mina! oftenee under the crimina! 
code and will therefore carry a maxi
mum sentence of 12 years in prison. 
However, at the same time a legal 
basis has been given to the guideli
nes for reporting to the coroner. A 
doctor who has conducted euthana
sia or helped with suïcide is now 
obliged to give notice thereof. Fol
lowing the guidelines, already practi
cally in effect since 1990, the doctor 
will be protected against prosecu
tion. In that respect, the guidelines 
contain the conditions under which 
euthanasia is not punished. These 
conditions were developed in the 
jurisprudence of the Dutch Supreme 
Court, according to which doctors 
remained immune from punishment 
in recent years. But the government 
refuses to draw the legal consequen
ce of this: changing the crimina! co
de, by legalizing euthanasia under 
certain circumstances. The conclu
sion can be no other than the follo
wing: the legislature points out to 
doctors how to - carefully - infringe 
the law. And the judiciary will have 
to take over the responsibility which 
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the legislature does notwant to bear. 
D66 proposed to change the cri

mina! code: after following the ap
proved conditions, euthanasia and 
helping with suïcide are no Jonger a 
crimina! offence. Does not the pa
tient have the right to say under cer
tain circumstances: "I don't want to 
live any langer, please help me fulfil 
my wish?" The conditions under 
which euthanasia remains unpunis
hed according to the D66 bill, were 
stated in the crimina! code itself: the 
well-considered and explicit request 
of the patient and unbearable suffe
ring in a situation of need beyond 
mortal assistance. The requirements 
for such a situation of need were 
also stated in the law. The bill was 
therefore based on two main prin
ciples: legal acknowledgement of 
the right to die under certain cir
cumstances and supervision of the 
medical practice of euthanasia by 
the judiciary. 

Mercy killing 

Secondly, the criticism of D66 on 
the government proposal focused 
on the following fact. In certain ca
ses the medical practice of termina
tion of life without the explicit re
quest of the patient has now been 
brought under the same act. lt is 
true that there are different conse
quences: the doctor is not protected 
from prosecution in the latter case. 
So, in cases of "mercy killing", in 
which death would have foliowed 
quickly also without the doctor's 
help, doctors are obliged to give 
notice to the coroner according to 

Europe: Quo vadis? 
During its spring congress in 1993 D66 will discuss the future of post
Maastricht Europe. The Executive Committee recently presented a 
report on this issue with the title 'Europe: Quo vadis?'. In this report, 
out of which several policy recommendations were drawn, positions on 
the future of the European Community as well as relations with Central 
and Eastern Europe are elaborated. 

Market access 

As far as the relations with Cen
tral and Eastern Europe are concer-

ned, the point of view of the 
Executive Committee is that comple
te market access is most helpful for 
the farmer socialist countries in tran-

the same guidelines. Although justifi
cation of the doctor's help in such 
situations may be found in the fact 
that the doctor helps the unbearably 
suffering patient to die, an explicit 
request of the patient is absent. A 
study of Dutch medical practice in 
cases of the termination of life has 
demonstrated, that such a request 
may have been discussed, but never 
rounded off. Therefore, one can not 
speak of euthanasia: there is no 
request, only the justification of 'mer
cy killing'. Of course D66 also wants 
to control these forms of medical 
practice of termination of life, but 
feels a procedure with this goal 
should be developed within the me
dica! profession first. A thorough dis
cussion on this issue is therefore re
quired. The present act is premature. 

Moreover, D66 fears that the 
mixture of euthanasia and medical 
termination of life without the expli
cit request of the patient in one act 
with different consequences may 
lead to a moral justification of the 
medical practice of termination of 
life without the request of the pa
tient. Whereas euthanasia starts and 
ends with the voluntary consent of 
the patient, a termination of life by a 
doctor without the patient's request 
does not do this. lt is therefore so
mething totally different both from 
an ethical, medical and juridical 
point of view. 

The final conclusion of D66 is 
that: the recently adopted gover
nment bill does not regulate what it 
should do, but does regulate what 
should not have been dealt with. 

Gerdine Roden burg, staff memher of 
the D66 parliamentary group in the 

Second Chamber. 

sition, even more than a modern sty
le Marshall-plan. Although it may 
not be considered as a realistic goal 
in the present day Community, this 
should have the highest priority as a 
policy objective for D66. Technica! 
assistance programmes as, for instan
ce, PHARE may be useful, but can 
only play an additional role and 
should not function as an alternative 
for market access. 

Quite often in the discussion 
about market access arguments like 
wage dumping and environmental 



dumping are heard from those who 
want to limit the access opportuni
ties for third countries. Low prices 
because of low wages 
can never be seen as 
dumping. As far as en-
vironmental argu-
ments are taken into 
consideration a dis-
tinetion should be ma-
de between 'dirty pro-
ducts' and 'dirty pro-
duction processes'. 
The first cannot be 
allowed because of the 
fact that such products 
would not be permit-
ted if made in the 
Community. The second category is 
more of a problem. The Executive 
Committee is of the opinion that this 
cannot beseen as dumping and that 
it does not make sense to refuse the 
results of such dirty (non-sustaina
ble) production processes per se, 
because of the fact that this would 
not ameliorate the environment any
way. On the contrary: only if these 
countries or enterprises can earn 
money by export will they be able to 
invest in cleaner technology, and so 
in the long term in a sustainable 
development. 

Central European participation 
in NATO? 

The Executive Committee is of 
the opinion that entry into the Eu
ropean Community of former socia
list countries requires: a stabie demo
eratic society and a normally func
tioning market economy. The latter 
has not been reached anywhere in 
the Central- Eastern European region 
yet. This does not mean that where 
security guarantees are at stake, that 
the same economie requirements 
should be used. Or in other words: lt 
is not necessarily so that Central and 
Eastern European countries should 
only take part in Western security ar
rangements (as for instanee NATO) 
after having become members of 
the European Community. Acear
ding to the Executive Committee 
proven stabie democracies, respec
ting the rule of law and which are 
willing and able to fulfil the obliga
tions of international security arran
gements, should be allowed to join 
the Community. Noncommittal dis
cussions in advisory boards as the 
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North Atlantic Council are good to 
begin with, but in the end only little 
more than a dummy bone. Of cour
se in each case the consequences of 
such a step for the stability in Europe 
as a whole should be considered. 
But being too reluctant towards tho
se countries applying for admission 
for fear of the reaction of other mem
ber countries could be counterpro
ductive. 

Deepening the EC 

D66 has always been in favour of 
a truly federal Europe in which the 
European Commission would the ro
le of a European government, and 
the control being entrusted to the 
European parliament. The discussi
ons in different countries, resulting 
i.a. in the Danish 'no' to 'Maas
tricht', are as such no reason for D66 
to change its positive attitude to
ward Europe. This does not mean 
that the questions about the demo
cratie calibre of the Community are 
not taken seriously. On the contrary 
D66 will go on striving for a more 
fully demoeratic Europe. But the pro
blems Europe is facing today do not 
allow the European countries to stop 
further integration: international se
curity, migration or pollution, all 
need a European approach. And if 
these problems will not be treated in 
a demoeratic way, they will be tre
ated in a bureaucratie, technocratie 
way, from which we cannot escape. 
For that reason the Executive 
Committee recommends the party 
to promote greater integration also 
after Maastricht. 

Michel Groothuizen 

Radical democratization 

"A reasonable alternative" and 
"A different style of polities" are the 
slogans with which D66 made a 
name for itself in the Netherlands. 
Both slogans refer to the other 
Dutch parties. 

Until 1970, D66 (D'66 as it was 
initially called) was chiefly opposed 
to the established parties, in trying 
to reform the politica! system. This 
was foliowed by a period in which 
D66 tried to bring about this 
reform by working within the sys
tem, with the help of a policy pro
gramme, just like all the other par
ties. In the introduetion of the 
1986-1990 election programme, 
D66 defines itself as a party amidst 
other parties as well as a party op
posed to other parties. The "oppo
sition to" is now being mainly ex
pressed by D66' concern about the 
functioning of the demoeratic sys
tem and by the party's call for a 
continuous check upon those in 
power. This artiele briefly outlines 
D66 main objective 'radical demo
cratization' 

D66 aims at radical democrati
zation of society and of the politica! 
system by using all the available 
(politica!) means to achieve that: 

a. the number of people that 
actively take part in the politica! and 
social decision process is increased; 

b. all the facts about the and 
consequences of a certain issue are 
met with an open rnind before an 
(objective) decision is made; 

c. more value is appropriated 
in the decision process to interna
tional aspects and to consequences 
in the long run; 

d. the politica! relations are 
based on the actual party pro-
grams. 

To be continued 



An interview with Gerrit Jan 
Wolffensperger, deputy floor
leader in the Parfioment 
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Talking about identity and law 
In a northern suburb of Amsterdam Constantijn Dolmans and Wiltried 
Derksen interviewed Gerrit jan Wolffensperger. Wolffensperger is depu
ty floor leader in the Second Chamber of the Dutch Parliament. He is the 
spokesman on matters concerning justice, traffic, transportation and 
media. In this interview two topics are the identity of D66 and the Dutch 
penal policy. 

Befare one of the last general elec
tions you labelled yourself in the party 
elections as a progressive libero/. Con 
you explain this label in relation to the 
identity of 066? 

"The identity of D66 is often 
considered as indistinct, as not clear. 
I cannot agree with this thesis. D66 
has a clear and recognizable identity 
like the other Dutch parties. There is 
one important difference. We don't 
derive our identity from an ideelogi
cal starting-point in the past. These 
old ideelogies are often superseded. 
Since its formation, D66 has said that 
we don't want such a label. That is 
why opponents levelled their repro
ach of indistinctness at D66. I expect 
we wiJl hear a lot more of this criti
cism in the coming year. This has 
nothing to do with programmatic 
indistinctness. Programmatically we 
are often clearer than other parties. 
Such a reproach is nonsense. People 
must realize that D66 has an aver
sion to taking views without sho
wing a nuance; such an attitude of 
our opponents is therefore too simp
Ie. A problem has always more than 
one side. lf you cal! this indistinct
ness, you can blame us for many 
things. But this aversion makes D66 
attractive for me. I don't like simple 
one-line solutions. 

The reproach of indistinctness 
must just be considered as the con
sequence of not having a label. May
be D66 should reconsider its dislike 
of having a label. 

lt is not easy to use a label at ho
me. The fear of using a label has an 
historica! reason. The original goal of 
D66 was to change the politica! sys
tem. In that context it was not pos
sibie to use a label. 

lf we are abroad we don't have 

these problems, these dislikes. lf I 
explain the Dutch politica! context 
to foreigners, I say that we have two 
liberal parties in the Netherlands, 
one of them is conservative liberal 
and the other, D66, is progressive 
liberal." 

066 is considered to be the party 
of radical democratization. Ooesn't 
066 restriet itself toa much to a dis
cussion on formol democracy? Where 
is the discussion on the quality of the 
democracy? 

"I don't agree on the approach 
that D66 emphasizes too much the 
forma! side of democracy. lt was 
true, but the party developed furt
her. lt is no longer the reason for its 
existence. But radical democratiza
tion remains one of the priorities of 
D66. In its short history you can dis
tinguish three phases. In the begin
ning D'66 was the movement for 

Gerrlt Jan Wolffensperger 
Photo ©D66 

radical democratization. In the 
second phase D'66 developed from 
a movement into a party. A move
ment which has municipal and pro-



vincial councillors with programmes 
on all levels, became a party. This 
phase ended with the disastrous 
elections of 1982. In the third phase 
the party has made a new start with 
its own non-dogmatic position in 
the politica! spectrum. 

The institutional reforms are an 
important part of the party pro
gramm, but the are no Jonger its 
reason of existence. 

D66 was the first party to empha
size the fact that you cannot govern 
today's complex society, as it has 
developed after 1945, with the old 
structures of 1848. lf you are aware 
of this, you can find solutions and 
you can experiment. You have to 
find structures which fit into today's 
society and which appeal to the 
Dutch citizens. The politica! influen
ce of the citizen has decreased but 
should have increased. We must 
experiment with ways to enlarge the 
involvement of citizens with polities." 

What are the ideals of 066 for the 
nineties? What does progressive libera
lism means to you? 

"lf I speak about progressive libe
ralism as the identity of D66, I want 
to identify the sourees of our ideals. 
The first souree is liberalism. D66 
emphasizes the freedom of the indi
vidual -also towards the govern
ment- and the chance of develop
ment. The second souree is solidari
ty, derived from social democracy. 
This so!idarity doesn't mean that we 
are a socialist party, but gives to the 
state a more important position than 
conservative liberalism does." 

Couldn't you say that this is the 
consequence of the libero/ idea that 
everyone should enjoy freedom, this 
ega!itarian part of liberalism. A society 
without soiidarity debars a group of 
citizens from freedom. 

"Exactly. The conditions to be 
free form the progressive element in 
the liberal philosophy" 

What is the part of ecology in the 
identity? 

"The emphasis on ecology is a 
consequence of the identity of the 
party. The party has no historica! 
ideology, it doesn't defend the inte
rest of particular groups in society. 
Therefore we look more into the fu
ture and ask ourselves what pro
blems are to expected in the future. 
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We have to anticipate these pro
blems. At this moment we have to 
take measures to avert future dan
gers. 

lt is clear that we must find solu
tions on the environment and the 
contrast between the rich north and 
the poor south. We have to be awa
re of the consequences. 

One consequence I am ready 
offer is a part of our prosperity if the
reby we will realize our goals. We 
must stop spoiling the world for the 
sake of future generations and we 
must reduce the contrasts in the 
world. We must prevent society -
world society- from breaking down. 

When I think about justice and 
safety then anticipation is important. 
Too many people think too often in 
short term solutions. Only few peop
le try to find solutions on a long 
term basis." 

Do you think it is possible for poli
tics to make society? 

"I think this is less possible than 
we thought is would be. You cannot 
steer society with laws which are not 
supported by society. The internatio
nalization makes it even less possible. 

To change society one needs to 
convince citizens. The government 
cannot trust the power of rules, it has 
to explain the reason for the rule. 

For example: you cannot enforce 
maximum speed by rules alone, you 
first have to explain the necessity of 
the maximum speed. 

Another example is the position 
of foreigners. lnformation is necessa
ry. In Germany a government insti
tute published facts which denied 
prejudices. lt appeared that foreig
ners have a positive effect on the 
economy and on employment. The 
government has to inform citizens 
about this kind of things." 

Is there still space enough to deve
lop a national judicia/ and police policy 
in a Europe without frontiers? 

"This space is decreasing. An im
portant task is now to conserve in 
the international discussion these as
pects which we consider to be valu
able. A well-known example is the 
Dutch drugs policy. 

Another example is the Dutch 
penal elimate which is not only ba
sed on repression but also on rehabi
litation. We must avoid the possibility 
that ex-convicts become recidivists. 

lt is too easy to say: We don't 
have enough money for law enforce
ment and prevention, so we have to 
enlarge the powers of the police and 
diminish the rights of suspects and 
prisoners. With that policy an escala
tion of the problems is inevitable. A 
more severe penal elimate leads to 
more criminality and turns against 
society itself. 

The Dutch system works. There 
are less recidivists than elsewhere. 
There is an alternative: social securi
ty. People can earn money without 
offending against the law." 

Could you outfine the relation 
between 066 and the three main par
ties in the Netherlands? 

"lf I look at my own portfolio the 
answer is simple. The largest ditte
renee exists with the christian-demo
crats. The way CDA and D66 appro
ach politics and essential problems is 
very different. The mutual suspicion 
is large. lt is the antipode between 
'religious' and 'secular/agnostic'. 

The cooperation with the social
democrats is not difficult. Despite 
the essential ditterences between 
PvdA and D66, it is possible to come 
to an agreement. lt is also possible 
to cooperate with the conservative 
liberals, but there are still a lot of 
opposing opinions between the WD 
and D66. 

In recent times the ditterences 
with the PvdA and the WD has 
increased. With Bolkestein as party 
leader the \ND has returned to a 
conservative position in the Dutch 
politica! spectrum. 

We still plead for a so-called pur
ple coalition, a government formed 
by PvdA, D66 and WD. lt will not be 
easy to form such a coalition if you 
consider that the WD is becoming 
more populist and the PvdA is off 
their course, having in fact no course 
at all." 

WiJfried Derksen and 
Constantijn Dolmans 

Copyright 1993 D66 Delegation in the 
European Parliament. All rights reserved. Re
production in whole or in part without writ
ten permission is prohibited. 



Sustainable 
development 
Under an excellent chairmanship of 
Laurens Jan Brinkhorst, EC General
Director for the Environment and 
former floor leader of D66 in par
liament, a special seminar on sus
tainable development, hosted by 
D66, was held last December in 
The Hague. Participants were spe
cialists from eight like-minded par
ties as well as from two Hungarian 
ministries. lt was decided to hold 
this particular seminar because of 
the special interest shown during 
former seminars, organized by the 
International Democratie lnitiative 
(IDI). The purpose of the two day 
meeting was to deepen the theme 
of sustainable development and to 
create a basis for general discus
sion within IDI. 

The meeting was attended 
by representatives from the British 
Liberal Democrats, Fidesz, SzDSz and 
representatives from the environ
ment- and industry and trade mi
nistries from Hungary, the Czech
oslovakian Civic Movement as well as 
parties from Slovenia, Poland and Bul
garia. Central theme was the achieve
ment of sustainable development in 
Central- and Eastern Europe in a Eu
ropean- and global perspective. 

Content of the meeting 

Central- and Eastern European 
participants were rather pessimistic 
about the achievement of sustainabi
lity. The Bulgarian participant, Mr. 
Kristev, argued that according to the 
Bulgarian public apinion the pheno
menon of sustainable development 
does not even exist. Moreover the 
consensus now existing is not sustai
nabie development but survival. Fi
nancial support by the West will the
refore be the only tooi to achieve sus
tainability. On the other hand, ac
cording to Mr. Medgyesy from Hun
gary, the approach of 'producing as 
much income as possible' will have 
its negative impact on both the eco
nomy and the environment in the 
long run. In his view external pressu
re should be combined with reform 
of the internal structure. 
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Sustainable development 

Sustainable development in Cen
tra(- and Eastern Europe can only be 
achieved simultaneously along with 
economie reform. While dealing with 
the difficu lt process of privatization 
and extremely limited economie 
strength, it is a tremendous task to 

Photo © Erika 
Groenhuijzen. 

reekon with the environment. Never
theless it is essential that economie 
growth will be viabie and sustainable 
from the beginning. There are major 
obstacles preventing Central- and Eas
tern Europe from an economie sustai
nabie growth. With regard to privati
zation, the environment and future 
developments, there is still a lack of 
information and of awareness. 

Furthermore environmental casts 
have not been determined. With 
respect to Western Europe and the 
rest of the world, this is not so ama
zing. At the same time, however, 
Western European countries exclude 
products from their markets while re
ferring to environmental standards. 
This not only effects economie reco
very but it threatens sustainability in 
Central- and Eastern Europe. The lack 
of expertise can be considered anot
her obstacle. Expertise on EEC en
vironmental standards might have a 
positive impact on both national laws 
and practical implementation. Fur
thermore expertise on environmen-

tally sound strategies of privatization 
and economie incentives for sustaina
ble development are needed. Along 
with exchange of expertise and consul
tancy from the West, participants 
agreed upon concrete action; Finan
cial support has to be given in rela
tion to investments in efficient tech
nologies (technology jump), invest
ments in energy savings and transfer 
of technology. At the sametime poli
cies should concentrate upon netw
orks of environmental lobbies in all 

major parties, changing the national 
laws in this field and the participation 
of the public in the decision making 
process. At the same time research 
on economie incentives and privatiza
tion in relation to sustainable de
velopment will be undertaken by a 
number of the Central- and Eastern 
European participants. The results of 
this research will be discussed during 
a next meeting to be organized in 
Sofiya this spring. 

The fifth IDI meeting will be 
hosted by the Liberal Dernocrats 
and is planned for 3-4 April 1993. 
The central theme of this meeting 
will be the widening of the EC. The 
seminar in The Hague was a tremen
dous stimulating experience showing 
of the willingness of both Western
and Central- and Eastern European 
parties to work together- in particular 
with achieving sustainable develop
ment. 

Petra van den Boogaard, 
memher of the executive stoft 



Towards a 
right of 
(humanitarian) 
intervention ? 
The European Parliament Commit
tee on Foreign Aftairs and Security 
has asked jan-Willem Bertens, 
Member of the European Pariia
ment for D66, to draw up a report 
on the issue of intervention under 
international law. 

Traditionally, international law 
has upheld the principle of non-inter
vention in the internal aftairs of a 
sovereign state. With the end of the 
Cold War and the rise of a new 
world order, however, the interna
tional elimate vis à vis the issue of 
intervention is changing, especially 
with respect to the role of the UN. 
The United Nations Charter prohibits 
the UN "to intervene in matters 
which are essentially within the do
mestic jurisdiction of any state ... " 
(art. 2 (7)). The same artiele qualifies 
this prohibition, however, by adding 
that "this principle shall not prejudi
ce the application of enforcement 
measures under Chapter VIl". 

Human rights are universa! 

And there is another qualification 
which it seems obvious to make. lt is 
accepted almost everywhere that 
human rights (including the rights of 
minorities) are universa! and no Jon
ger qualify as belonging to the in
ternal aftairs of a state. Provisions to 
that effect have been included in 
major international documents, such 
as the Helsinki Final Act and the 
Fourth Lamé-convention between 
the European Community and the 
ACP-states. This seems to provide an 
argument for exeluding the issue of 
human rights from the traditional 
principle of non-intervention. 

UN initiatives 

In 1991, the then Secretary-Ge
neral of the UN, javier Perez de Cu
ellar, said that governments could 
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Security and Cooperation in Europe) 
which "in many cases possess a po
tential that should be utilized in ser

ving the functions 
covered in this re
port: preventive di
plomacy, peace
keeping, peacema
king and post-con
flict peace-buil-
ding". 

Member-

US-intervention in Somalia. 

states were invited 
to offer comments 
on the Secretary
General's report. In 
a memorandum 
prepared for the 
EC-ministers of Fo
reign Affairs, the 
Belgian govern-

©ANP 1993 I AFP Photo Joel Robine 

no Jonger regard the principle of 
non-interterenee as a protective bar
rier behind which human rights 
could be massively or systematically 
violated. 

His successor, Boutros Boutros
Ghali, has not been so explicit, but 
his policies seem to point in the 
same direction. The UN-mandated 
action against lraq, following the in
vasion of Kuwait, could be justified 
as collective self-defence. The action 
to proteet the Kurdish population in 
Northern-lraq, by creating "safe ha
vens" on lraqi territory, are however 
a elear case of a humanitarian inter
vention by military means and, aut
horized by the UN. More explicit still 
is the UN-authorized American Ope
ration, Restore Hope, in war-torn So
malia. 

But one should not move from 
one emergency to another, making 
up the rules as one goes alone. In 
recognition of this fact, the UN 
Security Council had a Summit 
Meeting in january 1992, which invi
ted the Secretary-General to prepare 
a report on "ways of strengthening 
( .... ) the capacity of the United Na
tions for preventive diplomacy, for 
peacemaking and for peace-kee
ping". In this report, "An Agenda for 
Peace", Mr Boutros-Ghali puts for
ward a range of proposals to impro
ve the UN's readiness to maintain or 
restore international peace and secu
rity. Mr Boutros-Ghali also recogni
zes the role of regional arrange
ments (mentioning i.a. the European 
Community and the Conference on 

ment recommen
ded that the UN consider the ere
ation of a "right to humanitarian 
intervention", which should be invo
ked in cases where there is gross or 
systematic vialation of human rights. 

A European initiative 

What is required now is the deve
lopment of a elear and specific set of 
guidelines for intervention, outlining 
as precisely as possible under what 
circumstances intervention is allo
wed, what type and level of inter
vention is deemed appropriate and 
what manner of escalation may be 
considered. Timely action at an ap
propriate level may reduce the scale 
of intervention needed to deal with 
a particular situation. A division of 
tasks between the UN proper and 
regional organizations like the CSCE 
or the European Community may be 
conducive to achieving this goal. 

The European Parliament is to 
organize a hearing on the subject of 
(humanitarian) interventions which 
may serve as a sounding-board for 
the recommendations which jan
Willem Bertens will inelude in his 
report. The report will be presented 
later this year to the ParHament's 
Committee on Foreign Aftairs and 
Security. 

Arjen Bouter, EP-correspondent. 
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JD: socialliberalism seminar 
Since the decline and fall of the Old World Order a lot of things have 
changed. For most people, these developments seem to affect the uni
ting Europe in a negative way. if people seek independenee and do not 
wish to be united on a state level, if states cannot act in coordination to 
deal with this and other so-called problems, how can we keep on stri
ving after unity, aftera federal Europe? 

We seem to forget that power 
can only be shared among equals, 
that we do depend on the feelings, 
and not so much on rational thoughts, 
of the people represented by this 
unity. 

And a lot has changed for them 
as well. Not only on the macro-level 
communities have feit into pieces, 
also within states communities are 
falling apart. The concept of the fa
mily has become much narrower, to 
the point where it has lost much of 
its importance and the individual is 
now the centre of thought and ac
tion. Governments, pressure groups, 
adverts, they all tend to focus on the 
individual, what he could do, should 
do. 

This has its consequences for po
lities. One could say that is has tur
ned out that all ideologies so far 
have failed in building a fair and 
prosperous society. The group-based 
thinking of socialism does not neces
sarily bring out the best in people 
and bind them. The market based 
thoughts of classica! liberalism did 
not bring good tortune to all who 
worked for it. The religion-based 
views of christian-democracy have 
failed to make people feel responsi
bie for one another. Conservatism 
has not been able to preserve all that 
was good in the past, it has also fail
ed to adapt to changing circumstan
ces. 

Modern man is best defined by 
pragmatism: he does not identify 
with one of the mainstream ideolo
gies, he seeks answers for every pro
blem apart. lf he tends to give priori
ty to solving one of them first of all, 
he feels best represented by a pres
sure group on the specific issue. 
Over all, his opinions cannot easily 
be classified as belonging to a speei
tic ideology, but a certain attitude 
can surely be distilled out of this. 
One could call it individualism, but 
without being indifferent towards 
the fate of others, without being un-

aware of the bad state the world is 
in. lndeed, he is willing to undertake 
action of some sort, but not alone, 
not without the hope of being able 
to make a difference. At the moment 
there are not many possibilities for 
him to realize his opinions on all le
vels. Pressure groups do not have 
that much power, even if they do 
have influence. People get seriously 
disappointed from trying and trying 
again and not achieving (clear) re
sults. There is hardly a better way to 
inactivate them. Whereas it is the task 
of all who strive after democracy, 
ideally all that are involved in politi
cal parties, to get everybody to parti
cipate, to be involved in society and 
get them aware of their importance 
and potential power. 

So it is the task for all parties to 
answer to the signals and reconsider 
their possibilities and aims. And, not 
least of all, change their attitudes to
wards citizens. They are needed to 
build a new Europe. They need to be 
mobilized. Thus there is a huge po
tential for those parties that can 
adapt to or for those that already 
meet with the wishes and needs of 
the people. I think the current prag
matic, social liberal parties come clo
sest, even if it may not yet be clear 
from all election results. But in the 
near future there are big chances for 
all of these parties. lt is now at the 
utmost importance that we are able 
to take them, that we actually have 
something to offer, in the place of 
the gap there lies now. With this in 
mind the jonge Democraten will 
hold (12-21 March) a seminar on 
'social liberalism in Europe' tagether 
with like-minded organizations. They 
want to try to define social-liberalism, 
to find shared principles and wishes. 
They want to look at consequences 
for a series of specific topics and 
hope to be able to come up with 
some clear opinions and idea(l)s. 

Suzanne Bakker, JD-correspcndent 
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A D66 delegation recently visited lsrael and the occupied territories. 
During its trip trom 30 April-9 May the delegation was hosted by Me
retz on the lsraeli side and by the office of Faisal Husseini on the Pales
tinian side. About two years ago a D66 local councillor in Amsterdam, 
Boris Dittrich, being in Jeruzalem took the initiative of inviting a group 
of lsraelian and Palestinian youngsters to the Netherlands to get ac
quainted with each other in order to contribute to a better understan
ding and a peaceful life together. 

ow the 1 991 D66-hosts as well 
as D66-politicians were invited 

for a return visit to discuss the peace 
process and see the situation in lsrael 
and the Westbank and Gazastrip. 

Meretz 

During the first half of the visit 
the D66-delegation discussions were 
held with lsraeli politicians and seve
ral organisations and institutions wo
rking for peace. 

ful ongoing peace process in Was
hington. To survive in the governing 
coalition with the Labour Party and 
Shas, a traditional religious party, this 
regularly resulted in the grinding 
teeth. The modernists of Meretz re
mained with complaints about Shas 
religious demands without being 
able to change them. The party itself 
tried to reeover from a semi crisis be
tween leadership and rank and file 
on the cabinet decision to deport 

more than 400 

~~~~~o L:~0a~ MERETZ ''b Palestinians ear
lyin 1993. 

the Likud-mayor 
of Tel Aviv, 

THE POWER TO .JI~AEA DIFFENENCE Most party 

most discussion partners were 
Meretz Knesset members, i.a. Ran 
Cohen and Naomi Chazan. In 
Meretz three politica! parties striving 
for peace work together: Ratz, a 
human rights party; Mapam, a socia
list party; and Shinui, a liberal party. 
The Meretz fraction in the Knesset 
consists of 12 members (1 0%), 
including three ministers in the 
Labour headed coalition. 

Avraham Poraz, as Shinui politi
cian Knesset member for Meretz, ex
plained that Meretz's main objective 
was peace even at the cost of other 
issues. As far as economie and other 
issues were at stake, quite aften the 
different blood groups of Meretz dis
agreed, but all were willing to give 
up own standpoints in other fields 
for the most important issue, a fruit-

members disag
reed with this decision, which was 
agreed to by the Meretz ministers. 
Now with hind-s1ght most people, 
not only in Meretz, regret the deci
sion, but for Meretz it meant loss of 
its virginity. 

Later on the delegation had dis
cussions with Palestinian families 
from which husbands and fathers 
were deported, as well as with Pales
tinian officials who explained that sin
ce then it had been very hard for 
them to trust Meretz. 

Gazastrip 

The delegation visited several re
fugee camps on the Westbank and 
in Gaza. Although knowing about 
the situation beforehand, there was 
no one who did not feel shocked af-
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duetion to this issue 

6 delegation visited lsrael 
and talked with lsraelis and Pa-
lestinians. M ichel Groothuizen 
reports a bout this visit (p. 1 ) . 
In his artiele Mark Geers outlines 
a view on the social dimension of 

I the European inlegration (p. 2) . 

The European programme of 
D66 is discussed with politica! 
friends from abroad. Leo Keus wri
tes on the last discussions (p. 3). 

Recently D66 elected a new 
party chairman Wim Vrijhoef. Wil
tried Derksen and Constantijn Dol
mans visited him to learn more 
about him and his ideas (p. 4). 

Arjen Bouter reports about the 
visit of D66 Advisory Council to 
the European parliament (p. 6). 
Furthermore he reports about the 
participation of jan-Willem Bertens 
at the ACP-EC joint Assembly in 
Gaborone (p. 7). 

The editor. 

Adress changes and inquiries 

Adress changes and inquiries 
should be mailed to 066 Interna
tional Quarterly, Van Oldenbarne
veltstraat 7 06, 3862 SJ Nijkerk, the 
Netherlands. 
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lsrael 
(artide starts 
on page 1} 

ter having been ac
tually confronted with 
the misery and po
verty in the camps. 
In particular the squa

lor and frustration in jabaliya, the 
place where the Intifada is supposed 
to have started, were horrifying. The 
same can be said about the knocked 
away house fronts in Gaza city, whe
re the lsraeli army had shot away the 
outer walls of a complete apartment 
block to find and kill a 'terrorist'. 

Although many Palestinians com
plained about the present closing off 
of the occupied territories, some con
sidered it an advantage that now the 
Palestinians and lsraelis were thrown 
back on their own and hoped that it 
could tunetion as a catalyst for the 
two state solution they hoped for. 
The only thing no Palestinian could 
accept was the fact that as a conse
quence of the closing off they were 
no Jonger allowed to enter their 'ca
pita!' jerusalem. Our lsraeli friends 
grosso modo agreed with them. Re
grettably they are only a junior coali
tion partner. With them we do hope 
that the peace talks in Washington 
will befruittul and that hope will con
quer hate. But having seen the mutu
al distrust and fear it is hard to be 
really optimistic. 

Michel Groothuizen 

1994: election year 
in The Netherlands 

Next year three elections on dif
ferent levels will be held in The 
Netherlands: 
• 2 March: municipal elections; 
• 3 May: elections for de 

Tweede Kamer (Parliament); 
• 16 june: elections for the 

European Parliament. 

Expectations for D66 

Recent polls predict D66 up to 
20% of the electoral vote. In 1990 
(last elections for the EP) D66 had 
7-9%. For the national parliament 
31-32 seats -out of 150- are expec
ted. In different important cities, i.a. 
Amsterdam, the polls predict D66 
to become the largest politica! party 
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Social Europe: some question marks 
At its national autumn congress at the end of October 1993, D66 is to 
discuss its European electoral platform. There is little doubt that "tradi
tional" D66 subjects, such as sustainable development and administrati
ve relations within Europe will be discussed extensively. lt is furthermo
re to be expected that the European Monetary Union (EMU) will be an 
item on the agenda. I seriously doubt whether the social dimension of 
Europe will be given an equal amount of attention, although a critica! 
discussion on precisely that subject is indicated. 

During the Dutch presidency of 
the European Community (the se
cond half of '91 ), the Second Cham
ber's interest in the social aspects of a 
united Europe slowly emerged. 

And, lo and behold, several MP's 
woke up from a deep and comforta
bie slumber and started to think 
about the possible social consequen
ces -desirable and undesirable- of 
one single internal Market D66 ope
ned its eyes too and people started 
to realize that it might be possible to 
take a stand on a subject such as 
this. Fully in line with our demoeratic 
tradition, we requested the Govern
ment of the Netherlands to promote 
an active decision-making process 
within the Social Council of EC Mi
nisters on the European Commis
sion's Social Programme of Action, a 
programme which after all, dates 
back to 1989. Quite rightly, D66 plea
ded in favour of more rapid progress 
in respect of the European social 
dossier by deciding on European le
gislation in the social sector by a qu-

alified majority instead of by unani
mity. In that way, it would no Jonger 
be possible for one single Member
State to delay decisions indefinitely. 
Unfortunately, a majority in the Se
cond Chamber was not of the same 
mind and D66's proposal was defe
ated. 

Maastricht 

Apparently, the Maastricht Treaty 
and its additional Social Protocol of 
the "Eieven" was the optimum and 
it looks as if, for the time being, we'!! 
have to make do with it. After 
'Maastricht' too, agreement on Euro
pean directives, guaranteeing a mi
nimum level of social security and 
social protection, is still only feasible 
with the consent of all Member
States. Decisions and decision-ma
king on a European minimum wage 
or a guaranteed minimum wage has 
even been removed completely from 
the EC terms of reference. 

As far as that subject is concer-



ned, 'Maastricht' has made abun
dantly clear what does and what 
does not belang on Brussels' plate. 

EP's playground 

Now, apart from 'Maastricht', the 
question we ought to ask ourselves is 
what, according to D66, does and 
what does not belang on the Eu
ropean Community's playground. lt 
is the answer to this question that 
we must provide in our European 
electoral platform for 1994. 

I believe that we should be very 
careful with that kind of analysis, as 
it is no langer on a national, but on 
a European level that large parts of 
social policy must lead to binding 
minimum rights. 

On paper such reasoning may 
have a most social and progressive 
ring, but in practice it tends tend to 
produce the reverse effect. 

First of all, achieving a social mi
nimum standard on a European level 
means a plea in favour of a European 
centralism and a condensing of legis
lation, rules and regulations through 
directives and recommendations. 
This is not only unrealistic, but also a 
threat to the ultimate common aim: 
one single European Market Having 
Brussels impose common standards 
in the area of minimum wage and 
social security means that the Euro
pean Commission can pursue an in
come policy. Great Britain's attitude 
will then no langer be merely one of 
reticence, but may well turn into a 
total and final rejection of a social 
Europe. 

Secondly, any plea in favour of 
achieving a social Europe in which 
Brussels sets the minimum stan
dards, creates a community obliga
tion with which in particular Spain, 
Portugal and Greece cannot or bare
ly comply. Underprivileged regions 
which cannot keep up with the Eu
ropean competition race will be con
fronted with growing unemploy
ment. lt is no secret that precisely 
the Southern Member-States will be 
hit out of proportion by the negative 
consequences of the European unifi
cation. And on top of that, those 
countries have to meet requirements 
on minimum social benefits stan
dards, they may well be faced with 
unbearable financial burdens. The 
toll the richer Northern Member-
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States in Europe will have to pay 
through the European Social Funds 
(ESF), is in my view not advisable. 

Of course, there is no explicit ban 
on having electoral platforms teatu
ring all kinds of wishes and dreams. 

However, it is highly debatable 
whether a social-liberal party such as 
D66 should endorse the bill, and 
hence the price that would have to 
be paid. 

Mark Geers, Senior Assistant D66 
Parliamentary Group 

Copyright D66 IQ 
©Copyright 1993 D66 Delegation 

in the Europeon Parliament. 
All rights reserved. Reproduetion of 
artic!es, in whole or in part, without 

written permission is prohibited. 

Europe 
In the Spring party congress D66 
discussed European polities. The 
congress was visited by represen
tatives from Great Britain (Lib. 
Democrats), Hungary (FIDESZ), Po
land (Democratie Union), Denmark 
(Radikale Venstre), the Czech Re
public (Civic Movement) and Spain 
(COS). In a special meeting with 
the D66 Programme Committee 
the representatives of these like
minded parties discussed the first 
draft of the D66 programme for 
the European elections in june 
1994. 

Maastricht and Eastern Europe 

There was support for the Treaty 
of Maastricht. The Liberal Dernocrat 
Andrew Duff stressed that it is only a 
step in the process towards a federal 
Europe. The Treaty does nat give us 
parliamentary government and it 
does nat prepare the EC for extensi
on. Václav Zak of the Civic Move
ment said that the EC should be 

hard for its friends in Central and 
Eastern Europe concerning democra
cy. To join the EC these countries 
should have a truly liberal demoera
tic system which leaves room for ex
pression of minority groups and poli
tical opposition. 

An official EC stand against a sta
te monopoly of braadcasting would 
be one important action. 

Doeke Eisma MP said, that in the 
view of D66, Central and Eastern 
European countries should be invol
ved in EC decision making in fields 
like the environment, justice, asylurn 
policy and external relations in the 
short term. lt is a fact that these coun
tries cannot now join the internal 
market and the camman trade poli
cy. But this should be no excuse to 
close the doors for Central and Eas
tern Europe. 

Trade instead of aid 

The draft D66 programme is radi
cal in its approach to trade. 

The EC should abolish all barriers 
for products from Eastern and Cen
tral Europe with the precondition 
that other states do nat subsidize 
products. Gabriella Cseh from FI
DESZ agreed that trade instead of 
aid is a good principle. But for the 
time being the Central and Eastern 
European countries lack capita!. They 
need financial help to build up the 
infrastructure that is needed for a 
well functioning market economy. 

European corps 

jan Kossakwoski of the Demo
cratie Union stressed that the instabi
lity in Russia and other republics of 
the farmer Soviet Union is a major 
concern of the Visegrad-countries. lt 
therefore is important to integrate 
Central and Eastern Europe in the EC 
and NATO, after consulting Russia. 
He also supported the D66 view that 
a European corps should be built 
around the Franco-German corps 
and function as the European wing 
of NATO. 

The European corps should make 
it possible to react fast with military 
means when this is needed in 
Europe. 

Leo Keus 



In november 1992 the Congress of 
D66 elected a new chairman, Wim 
Vrijhoef. The chairman of D66 is not 
the politiealleader of D66; he hos no 
responsibility of the parliamentary 
party but that of party organization. 
His special task is now to make the 
party ready for a larger politica! 
responsibility. 

Wilfried Derksen and (onstantijn Dol
mans interviewed Vrijhoef to learn 
about his ideas on D66 and politics 
in genera!. 

Why did you choose to become 
chairman of D66? 

The first reason is because some 
members asked me to think about it. 
I hadn't thought about it before. The 
second reason is because I think I 
can make something out of it. 

I have been active at local level in 
Nijmegen as alderman. After that I 
was just a party member without of
ficial functions. Sametimes I was a 
more active. One could see that so
mething had to happen in the party. 
I think I know what to do and what 
is necessary for the party. The orga
nization of the party has to be re
structured, has to be more profes
sional. The party cannot afford to 
have a simple structure if it is going 
to be a bigger party. Therefore D66 
needs people with experience, with 
ideas. lt's now the moment because 
D66 has a lot of older active mem
bers, but is now getting a lot of 
young new members as well. These 
new members want a professional 
organization in which they can work. 

We don't have this structure yet. 
D66 is a poor party and therefore 
has too few possibilities. I want to 
work for a better structure with the 
means the party has. 

Next to that I want a party exe
cutive which plays its own role in the 
politica! game. 

Wh at is the role of the party chair
man? 

I notice that the chairman of the 
Labour Party (PvdA) plays a very acti
ve, even dominant politica! role. He 
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thinks he has to, because he has to 
rebuild his party from the politica! 
depths. I don't want to play such a 
role. A part of my role is being politi
cally very active at all levels ir, the 
party without being dominant. I de
liver lectures in local branches and I 
take part in discussions at this level. 

The national executive has its 
own politica! responsibilities in fin
ding solutions for problems of today. 

nearly disappeared. lf one is in a 
negative position it is easier to realize 
this unity. lf a party has a positive po
sition the new members expect that 
it is already an unity, a strong or
ganization. We know that this is not 
the reality. Some new members are 
disappointed because of this. The 
party isn't as strong as a party with 
20 % in the polls should be. 

Do you think D66 is able to come 
up to the expectations the supporters 
have. Do we have enough capable 
people to represent the party at na
tional, provindal and local/evels? 

Wim Vriiho~f, ithe neY, .chairman 
• • •••• an 1nterv1ew 

This is not the sole responsibility of 
our parliamentary groups. Especially 
the long term view is our responsibi
lity. The chairman has to stimulate 
this process. He cannot do it himself. 

What are your main topic~? What 
do you want your heritage to the 
party to be? 

I always strive after unity. lf I step 
down as chairman, the group which 
remains should be unified. That's my 
task. lt is not easy to realize that in a 
politica! party because one has to 
take into account the combination 
of individual politica! ambitions and 
the common goal of the party. lf a 
member is elected to the executive 
he/she has to give priority to the 
common goal and he/she has to set 
aside politica! ambitions. In D66, as 
in all politica! parties, this fails same
times. 

I have worked in the party when 
it was at a low point: the time 
when the party 

lt is nonsense to expect that at a 
national level the party will not suc
ceed in composing a good parlia
mentary group. We will have enough 
capable candidates for the parlia
ment, that is beyond all doubt. The 
problem could be the local level. All 
parties have these problems. I ex
peet that we will finally succeed in 
finding enough capable candidates 
for the local elections of march '94. 
lt would have been better if we had 
worked on this some years ago. But 
we never expected this growth of 
support. l'm a little bit worried but 
optimistic. 

For the general elections we ex
peet that some 200 members will 
apply for the list of candidates. 

Did the national executive a/re
ady choose a position in the debate 
on coalitions? 

lt is primarily a task for our parlia
mentary group. But both executive 
and congress have to decide on 
what the party wants. The option of 
the so-called purple coalition of the 
Labour Party with D66 and the con
servative liberals (WD) is for D66 a 
very serious option. D66 is resear
ching the position of the Labour Par
ty and the WD on this. I don't see a 
lot of enthusiasm in these parties for 
this coalition. They discuss it, but I 
think it doesn't fit in their strategy to 



advocate for it befare the general 
elections. 

So the party has to think about 
alternatives. The general apinion I 
hear is that it isn't the task of D66 to 
outline alternative coalitions. We ha
ve a clear preferenee and we want it 
to be clear to the voters. lf the purp
le coalition can be realized I even 
think a coalition of D66 and the 
christian-democrats is possible. None 
of the possible combinations (e.g. 
PvdA-WD-D66; CDA-WD-D66; CDA
PvdA-D66 or CDA-D66) should be 
excluded. But we know that forming 
a coalition with the christian-demo
crats brings a lot of risk with it. We 
could be halved. But maybe a CDA
D66 coalition has other consequen
ces, maybe the CDA loses a lot of 
seats. lt is only acceptable to form a 
coalition with the CDA if the policy 
of such a coalition is very identifiable 
for D66. Our main items, e.g. envi
ronment, should be main items for 
the coalition. lt won't be easy. lf we 
have to support the demolition of 
social security, it is not be possible to 
join such a coalition. We know we 
have to reorganize our social security 
system, but we cannot take part in a 
coalition which demolishes this sys
tem. 

Do you think D66 is able to resto
re the ties between voter and poli
tics? 

That is just what our vaters ex
peet. We have always said it is going 
wrong. People see that it is going 
wrong, they miss the contact with 
polities. They don't know how to inf
luence their own surroundings. The 
points of view of the past cannot sol
ve these problems. One of our goals, 
the elected mayor, doesn't solve the 
gap between citizen and polities. lt is 
just one of the ways to realize a bet
ter relation. D66 has to explain in 
what way a lot of aspects of society 
can be brought back to the citizens 
themselves. lt is not always the state 
which has to solve problems. Es
pecially on the local level a lot of 
things can be done by citizens' ini
tiatives. Furthermore citizens must 
find the road back to the local coun
cil. The local council is responsible 
for the good and bad things in the 
municipality. The local council can 
give responsibilities to citizens' initia
tives. 
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Is there a future tor parties in the 
Netherlands? 

I have to ask a counter-question: 
what would be the alternative if the
re wouldn't be a future for parties. I 
don't think one cän have a democra-

cy without parties. Democracy re
mains the system which is the most 
interesting and the most valuable for 
citizens. lt is the way we can control 
the government although it isn't 
perfect. A problem is that the parties 
have relatively few members. More 
citizens should be member of parties 
to help give shape to society. I do 
not understand -why only a few 
people join parties. 

My conclusion is that parties have 
a future because there is no alternati
ve way to organize democracy. lf 
one doesn't check the way rulers 
rule, one will see that power is abu
sed. That is purely human. 

The party is based on the one 
man, one vote system. Every memher 
hos one vote in party referenda and 
at congresses. Con you maintain this 
system, especially at congresses, if 
party memhership grows? 

I think you have to be very careful 
with this system. lt is very valuable. lf 
membership grows, you might use 
stadiums for congresses. With mo
dern technica! means this is possible. 
lf you see the way the Russian pariia
ment votes, it is possible to organize 
congresses with thousands of partici
pants. Then you have to select the 
items which should be discussed ple
narily. 

Society has to do more to enable 

Wim Vrljhoef. (photo: D66). 

parties to do their work. l'm in fa
vour of subsidies for parties. Next to 
that I can imagine that companies 
sponsor (under strict conditions) par
ties, as long as they do not influence 
the decisions of the party. Also citi
zens should do more to support par
ties. I repeat, more citizens should 
join parties. lf parties have only a few 
members, democracy is in danger. 

One of the original ideas of D66 
was blowing up the party system. 
The youth organization affiliated to 
the VVD had its own variant of this 
blowing up, the formation of a pur
ple party with the liberals from VVD, 
D66, Labour Party and the Green 
Left. What is your view on this? 

The Labour Party has lost a lot of 
their vaters because they lost their 



identity. A lot of people in the La
bour Party now realize that socialism 
alone is not enough. The WD reali
zes that a pure market economy is 
nota sound base for our society. The 
WD accepts the principles of the so
cial security system. lt also lost in this 
was a part of its identity. We were 
able to deepen our combination of 
liberalism and social-democracy in 
our principles. In this way one could 
say that D66 is a purple coalition in 
itself. D66 has also a left and a right 
wing. 

PvdA and WD pass through crisis 
with which they still are struggling. lf 
they find a salution for their crises, I 
can imagine that the result will be 
similar to D66. The CDA has a com
pletely different starting-point: chris
tian principles as a base for politica! 
action. Also the CDA has problems 
in combining politica! action with 
these principles. They had to accept 
the general treethinking consensus 
in Dutch society. The CDA develo
ped into a centre party without a 
clear identity. The result of this deve
lopment could be a two-party sys
tem with two centre parties, the one 
treethinking and the other christian
inspired. The system also allows mo
re extreme parties like the Green Left 
and the calvinist parties. That is 
good. lt is a positive part of our poli
tical culture that small parties also 
can be represented in parliament. 
E.g. the Green Left can play a role as 
environmental conscience for the 
other parties. This enriches the 
democracy. D66 cannot be as radi
cal as the Green Left. One has to 
find the approval of as many citizens 
as possible and therefore has to be 
more moderate. 

I think the old party system has 
already been blown up. All parties 
have changed, have mitigated their 
identity. All parties have problems 
with defining their identity. In this 
way the system has been blown up. 
So, we don't need the formation of a 
new purple party. 

Do you think the social-libera/ 
identity of D66 hos the future in the 
Netherlands? 

Yes. Our society developed in a 
way which is based on opportunities 
for the individual. Every individual 
has to find his or her in society. D66 
considers this as positive. But one 
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One cannot say: ";the 
liberal solution is"'. 

D66 cloesn' t want to 
have a .blue-print .for 

• SOCiety. 

WIM VRIJHOEF, D66-CHAIRMAN 

has to realize that a lot of people 
cannot find their way in society so 
society has to help them. The indivi
dual remains the basis of our politi
cal action. Because every individual 
has to right to develop one has to 
have social policy. 

Wou/d you agree with the label 
social-liberalism for D66? 

We don't use labels because la
bels often involve dogmas and auto
matic solutions. We aren't dogmatic. 
The way D66 seeks solutions is in 
analyzing the basic problem and the 
interests of individual citizens. With 
that starting point D66 strives to find 
pragmatic solutions. lf a label 'social
liberal' enables D66 to work in this 
way and if it doesn't bring D66 au
tomatic solutions, we can use this la
bel. A problem is that others can gi
ve another meaning to the label 
than we give to it. One cannot say: 
"the liberal salution is". D66 doesn't 
want to have a blue-print for society. 

One of the reasans we don't use 
the label social-liberal is hydropho
bia. You see this also in the hesita
tion some members have about joi
ning the ELDR. Some members iden
tify liberalism with the policy of the 
WD, which they don't agree with, 
so they don't want to call themsel
ves liberal. They forget the other 
values of liberalism, the pluriformity 
of liberalism. I don't share this hesi
tation. 

WiJfried Derksen and 
Constantijn Dolmans 

D66 advisory coundl 
visits EP plenary session 
in Strasbourg 

From 19 to 21 April the Advisory 
Council of Dernocrats 66 paid a 
three day information visit to the 
European Parliament and D66-LDR 
MEP ]an-Willem Bertens in Stras
bourg. 

The Advisory Council consists of 
elected representatives of the D66 
membership from the twelve region
al divisions of the party. lts role in 
the organisational structure of the 
party is to keep the party executive, 
the politica! groups in the Dutch 
Second Chamber and in the Senate 
(First Chamber), and the D66-dele
gation in the European Parliament 
informed about the opinions of the 
rank and file members on topical 
issues. 

The main purpose of the visit to 
Strasbourg was to get up to date 
information about the politica! situ
ation in the EP and in the LDR 
Group, with a special emphasis on 
the debate in the European Pariia
ment about the situation in the far
mer Yugoslavia. 

To these ends, discussions were 
held with MEPs from various politica! 
groups. Developments in the LDR 
group were discussed with Florus 
Wijsenbeek MEP, farmer Secretary 
General of the ELDR Federation, and 
with Mechtild von Alemann MEP, 
also a farmer ELDR Secretary Gene
ral, and currently first Vice-president 
of the LDR Group in the EP. 

EC-policy with respect to farmer 
Yugoslavia was discussed inter alia 
with MEPs Von Alemann, Bertens 
and Oostlander. 

Mr Oostlander, a Dutch member 
of the EPP (Christian-democrat) 
Group in the EP, is the rapporteur for 
the Parliament on the subject of the 
farmer Yugoslavia. 

Unfortunately, the visitors had to 
witness a European Parliament which 
rendered itself unable to reach agree
ment on a common resolution on the 
situation in Bosnia-Hercegovina. The 



Socialist Group had refused to parti
cipate in the negotiations about a 
joint text. Five other groups (EPP, 
LDR, Greens, Gaullists and Rainbow 
Group) were able to agree on a joint 
resolution. 

When it came to the vote, howe
ver, this resolution was rejected by a 
very narrow margin. Against the 
resolution were the entire Socialist 
and Communist groups, Greek MEPs 
and pro-Serbian Conservatives. The 
sponsors of the resolution, Oostlan
der, Bertens and Green MEP Alexan
der Langer, and others voiced their 
indignation about the fact that its 
opponents had rejected an appeal 
on behalf of the suffering population 
of Bosnia-Hercegovina. 

The resolution, which was voted 
paragraph by paragraph, denounced 
the barbarisms committed against 
women, children and men in Bosnia 
and deplored the failure of the fo
reign and security policy of the EC 
Council of Ministers to deter the 
spread of hostilities and atrocities. 

The resolution stated that all 
means to achieve a peaceful end to 
the conflict must be employed, but 
that the use of force could no Jonger 
be ruled out. lt therefore urged the 
deployment of UN-forces, making 
use of WEU or NATO. 

All these items were rejected one 
by one by the before-mentioned op
ponents. After the vote, the LDR 
Group issued a press release con
demning the Socialist vote and com
paring the policy of the Socialist 
group to that of Mr Neville Cham
berlain. 

In their first regular meeting after 
the Strasbourg visit the Advisory 
Council of Democrats 66 adopted a 
resolution calling for the lifting of 
the arms embargo against the legiti
mate government of Bosnia-Herce
govina. 

Arjen Bouter, EP-correspondent 
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Lomé artiele S: 
guiding principle or 
empty phrase ? 
Artiele 5 of the Fourth Lomé Con
vention between the European 
Community and 69 countries (for
mer colonies of EC-member sta
tes) in Asia, the Caribbean and the 
Pacific makes the respect for basic 
human rights an integral part of 
EC-ACP relations. 

Nevertheless, the governments of 
some ACP-states are frequent sub
jects of international criticism becau
se of human rights violations. This is 
disappointing in itself, but perhaps 
even more disappointing is the fact 
that several ACP-countries which 
themselves have a respectable hu
man rights record are still reluctant 
to accept the principle of "conditio
nality". 

Under this principle, politica! and 
economie relations between the EC 
and other countries may be affected 
by the extent to which these coun
tries live up to the fundamental re
quirements of demoeratic govern
ment and respect for human rights. 
Artiele 5 of the Lomé Convention is a 
reflection of this principle, and this 
has been accepted by all the signa
tories of the Convention. 

However, when the rapporteur to 
the ACP-EC joint Assembly (69 re
presentatives of the ACP-states and 
69 MEPs), Spanish MEP Mr Pons 
Grau, wanted to incorporate this 
principle in his report on "Demo
cracy, Human Rights and Develop
ment in ACP-countries", serious dis
agreement ensued at the Assembly's 
previous meeting in Luxembourg. 
Discu~sion of the report was then 
postponed to the Assembly's next 
meeting, which took place in 
Gaborone, the capital of Botswana, 
the last week of March. 

Whereas the position of the rap
porteur was that democracy and hu-

Jan-WIIIem Bertens. 

man rights could not be detracted 
from by referring to poverty, state of 
emergency or martial law, the ACP
states were able to obtain major 
changes in the final resolution con
cerning the sanctions which the Eu
ropean Community could apply to 
ACP-countries in the event of serious 
human rights violations. 

With respect to the right of inter
vention, the text of the resolution 
was turned around completely. The 
original text stated that the concept 
of non-intervention is limited when 
dealing with the proteetion of hu
man rights and the rights of minori
ties within a country. In Gaborone, 
however, an ACP-amendment was 
adopted which reiterated the prin
ciple of non-intervention, saying that 
only a UN intervention at the re
quest or with the consent of the go
vernment could not be considered a 
violation of the sovereignty of the 
state. 

The adoption of this amendment 
was a setback especially for D66 
MEP jan-Willem Bertens, member of 
the EC-delegation. As regular readers 
of D66 International Quarterly will 
recall, Bertens is the rapporteur for 
the European Parliament's Foreign 
Affairs Committee on the issue of the 
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right of intervention. He is consi
dering recommendation, to the 
Parliament, of the è:reation of a 
"right of humanitarian intervention" 
by the UN, which should be invoked 
in cases where there is gross or syste
matic vialation of human rights. 
Obviously, therefore, Bertens far pre
terred the original version of this 
paragraph. 

Although disappointed about this 
turn of events, Bertens did draw 
some hope from the re,solutiol) of 
the ACP-EC joint_ Assembly on So
malia, which was also· adopted in 
Gaborone. In this resolution the As
sembly states "that thê United Na
tions should put in place new me
chanisms and instruments of action, 
such as a permaneQt military UN
corps, in order to intervene in inter
national crisis situê.tions with greater 
effectiveness and without the delay 
which characterized th,e aid to 
Somalia". 

In Gaborone, Bertens tabled a 
resolution himself on the situation in 
the Sudan, in which he severely criti
cized bath the Khartoum~govern

ment and the rebel leadersin South
ern Sudan. The res.olution, which 
was adopted by th~ Assembly, dep
lores in particular the policy o{ lsla
misation conducted by the authori
ties in Khartoum. 

Bertens tabled a similar resolution 

Radical democratization 

The basic idea of radical democratiza
tion is put into politica! practice by mern
bers of D66. The view on man and socie
ty which underlies this practice stems 
from the idea that people themselves are 
able and willing to work at ·a peaceful 
society. Strong emphasis is put upon the 
responsibility each individual has towards 
society as a whole. Society should be 
organized on such a manner that each 
individual member can achieve autono
my. This means that each individual 
should have a maximum say in, a maxi
mum of influence on anä a maximum of 
control over his living and working con
ditions. The people in power are therefo
re expected to account· for the mandate 
they have received from the other mern
bers of society. 

On a central government level this 

on behalf of the LDR Group at the 
April plenary session of the European 
Parliament in Strasbourg. In the de
bate, the MEP for D66 recalled that 
the European Parliament had discus
sed many times already the cata
strophic situation which has been 
going on for years in the Sudan. For 
as many years, consecutive Sudanese 
governments have been vialating 
the provisions of the Fourth Lomé 
Convention, particularly artiele 5. 
Bertens: "This artiele must nat beco
me on empty phrase. The time hos 
come for Sudan to be expelled trom 
the Lomé Convention. 11 

In the compromise-resolution 
which was adopted by the EP, the 
Parliament did nat follow the LDR in 
its demand for the expulsion of Su
dan. Nor did it support the deploy
ment of military troops to ensure the 
safe delivery of humanitarian aid to 
the areas worst affected by conflict, 
famine and epidemie disease. 

Bertens' comment: "Of course this 
result was to be expected. But I om still 
disappointed. The Community must be 
prepared to take real, effective action 
in order to give practical meaning to 
our belief in the fundamental value of 
human life. Or else this reso!ution is 
nothing more than a gratuitous dec!a
ration. And that is sarnething that the 
people in Southern Sudan con do wit
hout. 11 

Arjen Bouter, EP-Correspondent. 

means according to the D66 election 
programme 1989-1993 that in order to 
strengthen the ties between citizens and 
members of parliament the politica! sys
tem should be reformed. 

A voting system should be intredu
eed which consists of large constituen
cies within which members of parliament 
are chosen according to a system of pro
portional representation. The prime 
minister should be directly elected by the 
citizens. Citizens should be enabled to 
express their opinion about government 
bills in a referendum. The central gover
nment should delegate tasks (especially 
in the field of education and social welfa
re) on the local councils and provinces, 
because these government bodies can 
work more effectively and because they 
are closer to the citizens. 



~NTA~ECENTRUM 
NEDERLANDSE POLITIEKE 

D6b International Quarterly 
INn:RNATIONAL MAGAZINE CONCERNING D66 PUBUSHED BY TIIE DELEGATION OF D66 IN TI1E EUROPEAN PARUAMENI'. EDITOR: WILFRIED 

DERKSEN. CORRESPONDENI'S: AlijEN BoUTER, MICHEL GROOTIIUIZEN, jAN-DIRK SPROKKEREEF, FRANK VAN KREvEL, BoB DE RUITER. © D66 . 

I· VOLUME 2, ISSUE 3 • 

0 nee again a year has gone by 
in which the world's trage
dies formed the setting 

against which we have put our 
national politica! problems into per
spective. For many amongst us, also 
outside the Middle-East, lsrael's and 
the PLO's mutual recognition was a 
historie and moving occasion. How
ever, the recent train of historie 
events has taught us not to allow 
ourselves to be carried away, not 
even in those first moments of eup
horia. Fundamentalism on both sides 
threaten the fragile agreement. The 
only thing we in Europe can and 
must do is to depart trom convulsive 
evenhanded policy, which since the 
Venice Declaration has in tact had 
nothing but averse and negative 
effects on both sides, and to turn it 
into an active, positive two-way 
engagement. And that means trying 
to get lsrael's market to conneet with 
the European Market as well as maxi
mum investments in the regions of 
Gaza and jericho. 

lt is imperative that Europe re
views its position vis-à-vis lsrael. lt is 
in our interest too that the economie 
and cultural affinity between the 
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Dire necessety will help us to 
retrieve the Europeon ideal 
In the General Debate 1993 in the Second Chamber, Van Mierlo gave 
special consideration to financial- economie- and national politica! issu
es. Nevertheless, he began his intervention by expounding D66's views 
on the Netherlands foreign policy and the role of Europe. 

BY H.A.F.M.O VAN MIERlO, POliTieAllEADER OF 066 

lsraeli and European communities be 
made tangible. This kinship is stron
gly feit in lsrael. But there are other 
nations in the Middle-East who wish 
to ward off the dangers of funda
mentalism, such as Syria, jordan en 
Egypt, and they know that tor them 
lsrael can be the gateway to Europe. 
That was one of the elements of 
their being favourably disposed to
wards a reconciliation with lsrael. 
But then it is up to Europe to see to 
it that the necessary politica! scope is 
provided. 

For the umpteenth time there 
seems to be a glimmer of hope 

tor a peace settiement in Bosnia. But 
it seems to be hardly worthwhile to 
get enthusiastic any more. Hopes are 
raised but as quickly die down again. 
The impotency - and the accompa
nying exasperation - result in an atti
tude of resignation as well as in 
moralism. An escape tor the citizen, 
but a danger tor the politician. On 
the whole, our Foreign Seuetary re
cognizes that it is quite acceptable 
for a small nation to pursue a discer
ning foreign policy but that such a 
country should also be realistic. That 
is the only course to steer by if one 
wishes to achieve some of the one's 
objectives in the ultimate outcome 
of one's general policy. For a mo
ment that balance seemed to have 
been lost, when in The Hague it was 

pointed out to Lord Owen and Mr. 
Stoltenberg that they were putting 
too much emphasis on 'feasibility' 
and too fittie on 'desirability'. Presi
dent lzetbegovic, in torment and 
with great difficulty, tried to explain 
to his people that it was unavoidable 
that Bosnia was to be split up into 
three parts, whilst the Netherlands 
simply stated that: 'this is not in kee
ping with the London agreements'. 

In the past tew years the position 
of the European Community with 
respect to the rest of the world, has 
undergone dramatic changes. Not 
too long ago, at the end of the eigh
ties -when the new European élan 
was still effective- it was with awe, 
that people spoke of "Fortress Eu
rope". We had to set their minds at 
rest. Weil, there is no need tor that 
any more. Americans reeall those 
times with a smile. In its fall the 
Berlin wall dragged down the ramp
arts of that imaginary fortress. And 

Continue on page 2. 
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v. Mierlo 
(artkle starts 
onpagel) 

Sarajevo has done 
the rest. At this mo
ment, Europe has lost 
its credibility, not on
ly in the eyes of its 

own members, but also and espe
cially in the eyes of the outside 
world, where revolutionary develop
ments are going on. 

The economie and technological 
developments in South-East Asia and 
its breathtaking growth, are so evi
dent that, unless there is a disaster, 
the next century will be theirs. 

lf the United States succeeds in 
solving its problems - and in particu
lar the health care issue - it may well 
be able to hold out in the rat race. 

lf the European nations continue 
their present aimless, halfhearted na
tionalistic bungling, we won't have a 
ghost of a chance. What until re
cently was a rather theoretica! and 
abstract spectre,· has now turned in
to a clearly visible and vivid reality. 
The reality is that Europe has lost its 
technologkal lead. 

Long distance transport is availa
ble at low cost and a telefax bridges 
a gap of 1 0.000 kilometres in a few 
seconds. 

Simple production work has in 
the past gone to low-wage coun
tries. Now, high-tech Iabour as well 
as service sector employment go the 
same way. Our pay-slip may one day 
come from India or Thailand. 

Turning Iabour into an internatio
nally convertible commodity creates 
opportunities for the people over 
there. They have wanted such a pos
sibilty for a long time. Remember 
last year's UNCED Conference? Who 
would begrudge them a living? 

But what is our European ans
wer? What is the answer of the 
Netherlands? Our country has an 
economie structure which is relative
ly one-sided. lt aims at providing ser
vices and distribution, with a relati
vely low added value, and a vulnera
ble package of export products. The
se are mostly easy to manufacture 
products and are subject to tieree 
competition from Eastern and South
ern Europe? 

lt may sound odd, but this de
pressing image makes me neverthe
less confident that it will give rise to 
a revitalized European élan. There is 
just no other way. Dire necessity will 
help us to retrieve the European ide-
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al. And what we expect from every 
government in the Netherlands is 
that it will not throw in its European 
towel and that, fully alert, it will con
tinuetosteer its European course. 

Whether Europe and the Neth
erlands will have a chance to suc
ceed depends entirely on whether 
we are capable of solving the social 
security issue and whether we are 
able to create a society in which mi
gration and migrants are an integral 
part of our existence and our way of 
life. 

Of course, migration is to be ca
refully controlled and monitored. lt 
should nevertheless be recognized as 
an established fact entailing obliga
tions from which we cannot shirk 
and with which we shall have to 
learn to live. At this stage in history, 
all over the world vast numbers of 

people are moving from one region 
to another. 

lt is an illusion to believe that 
-even in its most organized form-- Eu
rope could remain uninvolved. Mi
grants must integrate in our Euro
pean culture, i.e. migrants in our 
country should try to adapt to our 
way of life. However, a 'culture' is 
not in a state of constancy, and while 
integrating in to our way of life, the 
newcomers will help us to create a 
new cultural identity. He who refuses 
to concur is a xenophobe. 

The crisis which European integ
ration is presently undergoing is ac
tually the sum total of the crises of 
the member-state-systems: in their 
democracy, their administration, and 
their economy. The sooner these na
tions start the necessary process of 
updating and modernizing, the gre
ater the chance that the ship which 
we call Europe, which is temporarily 
stranded, will be able to set sail 
again. 

SHADES -A comparison of the draft 
election manifesto's of D66 and the ELDR-federation 

The draft election manifesto's of both the ELDR-federation and Demo
crats 66 have reached the stage that they are ready to be put before the 
respective Conferences. This may be a good moment to see what the 
ditterences and similarities between the two amount to. 

The draft election manifesto's of 
both the ELDR-federation and 

Dernocrats 66 have reached the sta
ge that they are ready to be put 
befare the respective Conferences. 
This may be a good moment to see 
what the ditterences and similarities 
between the two amount to. As the 
headline already suggests, the simila
rities are manifold and the ditteren
ces small. The two drafts may not be 
identical, they are certainly similar. 
Similar in policies, similar in their ap
proach towards the future of Euro
pean integration. The ditterences are 
mainly in the emphases. 

Both draft manifesto's are placed 
against the background of develop
ments after the end of the Cold War, 
declining economie circumstances, ri
sing unemployment and rising natio-

nalism and intolerance. Both empha
size the distinction between Europe
an integration is seen by them and 
campare it to centralism. lf there is a 
ditterenee in the overall approach, it 
may be that D66 tends to put more 
emphasis on the citizens' involve
ment in the decision-making pro
cess, both on a national and on the 
European level. 

In spite of recent setbacks, the 
two manifestos remain strong advo
cates of ever closer politica! and eco
nomie integration. The crises on the 
currency markets are viewed not as 
the demise of the ERM (the Euro
pean exchange rate mechanism) but 
all the more as a reason to push for
ward with Economie and Monetary 
Union. Concerning the need for a 
common foreign and security policy, 



the drafts rernain adamant and their 
objectives are virtually identical. 

A remarkable shade of ditterenee 
can be noticed in the emphasis 
which the two documents put on 
the importance of tree trade. One 
might perhaps be excused for assu
ming that the ELDR-draft would 
stress this aspect with more weight 
than D66. As it turns out to be how
ever, the opposite is the case. The 
D66 draft devotes more paragraphs 
to the need of strengthening tree 
trade and of increasing market ac
cess, in its Chapters on the Single 
Market, immigration, Central- and 
Eastern Europe and development co
operation. 

The ELDR, too, stresses the need 
for the Community to open its mar
kets to Central and Eastern Europe. 
D6ó further advocates that, prior to 
full membership, Central and East
European countries should be gradu
ally involved in tormulation of EC
policy in areas which arealso of inte
rest to them, such as: European envi
ronmental policy, migration- and 
asylum-policy, foreign and security 
policy and policy of cambatting 
international crime. 

With respect to the environment, 
D66 (which is, after all, also a 'green' 
party) gives more space to environ
mental policy and is more specific. 
However, both ELDR and D66 are 
quite strong on internalising envi
ronmental costs in the economy, 
and are in faveur of a C02/energy
tax. Both want to bring the environ
mental aspects of trade into the 
GATT-negotiations. 

In agriculture, 066 favours more 
market-conformity and environmen
tal sustainability of the Community's 
Common Agricultural Policy. The 
ELDR draft wishes to strengthen the 
market mechanisms and the "gree
ning" of the CAP. Both favour meas
ures to promote new activities in rur
al areas such as the proteetion of 
landscapes, and the prevention of 
depopulation. 

D66 gives more prominenee to 
the issue of migration than the 
ELDR-draft. However, both have tour 
important elements in common. 
ELDR and D66 both stress the unres-
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tricted right to asylurn for politica! 
refugees, the need for a common 
EC-policy on immigration and asy
lum, the need to guarantee the right 
of judicia! appeal against a refusal of 

DD 
DEMOCRATEN 

ELDR 

asylum, and the need to address the 
root causes of migration in the coun
tries of origin. D66 is more detailed 
on the aspect of integration of immi
grants and the strengthening of 
their legal status. lt proposes, inter 
alia, that an unassailable right of res
idence should be granted in princip
le aftera legal residence of five years. 
D66 further argues that a common 
EC-policy must be democratically 
controlled by the European Parlia-

D66 has a new adress 

Since last august our party has a 
new adress. The adress of D66 and 
its allied organisations is as follows: 

Noordwal10 
251 3 EA Den Haag 
tel.: +31.70.3621515 
fax: +31.70.3641917 

Young Democrats: 
tel.: +31.70.3622162 
fax: +31.70.3641917 

For more information please see 
the artiele by Petra Nypels at the 
last page of this issue of the D66 
International Quarterly. 

ment, with jurisdiction of the Euro
pean Court of justice. 

On the issue of a demoeratic 
Europe, the two drafts are very simi
lar, as was to be expected. Here too, 
D66 is more explicit in its demands 
and how to achieve them. Through 
the initiative of D66 MEP jan-Willem 
Bertens, the LDR-group will table an 
amendment to the ELDR-draft to the 
effect that the enlargement of the 
Community and the lntergovern
mental Conference (foreseen for 
1996) should be used to press a tru
ly demoeratic and transparent Euro
pean government. 

Arjen Bouter, EP-correspondent 

Below: D66 MEP Jan Wlllem Bertens 
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Constitutional Reform 
A reason for existence 
At the end of september Wiltried Derksen and Constantijn Dolmans tra
velled to the northern city of Groningen. In this city Professor Jan Vis 
teaches constitutional law at the University. Furthermore he is floor 
leader of D66 in the First Chamber of the States General, the Dutch 
Senate. Reason enough to interview him on a prominent reason tor ex
istence of D66: constitutional reforms. 

In 1966 D66 was founded as a 
protest against towards the rigid de
mocratie system. lts aim was a radi
cal democratization of society. The 
party was dissatisfied with the exis
ting administrative structures in the 
Netherlands. D66 proposed a many 
constitutional reforms but didn't suc
ceed in realizing any of them. What 
role con the proposalsof that period 
play today? 

"The ideas became more popular 
during the last years. Many people 
realized that the pure representative 
system we have now, has many de
fects. The voter only elects his repre
sentatives in the local, provindal and 
national legislatures. He creates a 
politica! elite. This elite decides in 
which way the country is governed. 
The voter doesn't elect the executive 
and cannot co-decide in a referen
dum. In recent years the interest in 
introducing referenda grew. The re
ferenda in France and Denmark on 
the Maastricht Treaty made an im
pression on the electorate. I expect 
that this form of direct democracy 
will be introduced in the Dutch con
stitution. A second proposal is also 
getting more attention: the election 
of the mayor. We proposed a direct 
election. We won't get a majority for 
this proposal yet. But it may be more 
pssible that the mayor will be elec
ted by the local legislature. 

The elections for the legislature 
are abused by the parties which sug
gest that the voter chooses thereby 
a government. In tact he only choo-

ses the members of parliament. After 
the next coming elections various 
coalitions are possible. lf you vote 
CDA, you don't know in which coali
tion this party will take part. This 
holds for all the parties. In this way 
the voter doesn't have any influence 
on the composition of the executive. 
And the voter knows this. 

Our proposals are still valid today, 
but it isn't possible to realize consti
tutional reforms at .short notice. One 
needs a two/thirds majority in pariia
ment But l'm convineed that a bre
ak-through will come. lf xenopho
bians succeed in getting 5 or 6 seats 
in parliament, the discussion on the 
quality of democracy will start again. 
Such moments are rare and decisive. 
The Netherlands changed their con
stitution only when there were upri
sings or revolutions abroad. 1848, 
1917." 

Doesn 't the election of mayors 
lead to the end of their so-ca/led im
partiality? 

A lf mayors are elected in the 
Dutch politica! structure, in which 
usually no party has 

an absolute majority, candidates will 
be forced to get voters from other 
parties. Therefore they have to act 
more independently than their par
ty. This is one of the objections that 
politicians of other parties have 
against our proposal. They fear a de
cline intheir power." 

Wil/ it lead to on increase of con
servative strength? The majority of 
our society seems to be rather conser
vative? 

"That's not important, it is an ir
relevant argument. lf the majority is 
conservative, than the consequence 
of democracy is a conservative go
vernment, and a conservative may
or. As a progressive politician one 
may regret that, but it isn't an argu
ment against a constitutional sys
tem. D66 is ready to accept this con
sequence, even if it is a disadvantage 
for the party. The people who have 
to realize reforms will always have a 
lot of disadvantages as a result. Uni
versa! suftrage was realized by the 
liberals among others in 191 7 but it 
lead to big electoral losses." 

You are floor leader in the Senate. 
What is your opinion on the existen
ce of the Senate? 

"D66 is in favour of a one-cham
ber parliament. A country such as 
the Netherlands, which isn't big and 
isn't a federation doesn't need a 
representation of the regions. Pro
blems occur if a coalition govern
ment has a majority in ·the Second 
Chamber, but has lost it majority in 
the Senate. I think at that moment 
more parties will be in favour of abo
lishing the Senate. 

As a second check for our laws 
the Senate isn't important. lf the 
Senate wants to reject a law, the 
government comes up with the 
question of confidence in the Se
nate. The coalition parties then sub
mit to the demands of the gover
nment. A second check could be 
introduced in parHament itself, like in 
Norway, or even by constitutional 
jurisdiction of the courts." 

D66 proposed a constituency sys
tem for the legislative elections. What 
kind of system is preterred by D66? 

"D66 favours a multi-seat consti-



tuency system. This means that the 
Netherlands should be divided into 
1 0-15 constituencies each with more 
than 1 0 seats in parliament. lt isn't 
the end of proportionality. One could 
even make a small correction by re
warding parties whit seats in case 
they didn't get enough votes in a 
constituency, but had on the nation
al level a lot of supporters. 

lt means that every candidate has 
to fight tor his own seat by obtai
ning votes. lt will nat langer be the 
personal attraction of the party lea
der which decides, but it will be the 
party programm and the quality of 
the candidates which will determine 
who wins. 

This proposal wasn't really discus
sed in other parties. They even mix
ed up our proposal with the system 
in Britain. D66 doesn't plead tor the 
British system. I think Britain doesn't 
have a demoeratic system: it allows 
parties which get only 40 o/o of the 
popular vote to farm a government 
and to take decisions, even if the 
majority is against such a govern
ment." 

Wil/ this reform leads to a strengt
hening of the ties between the citizen 
and the politicion? We have our 
doubts. 

"lt is only one of the aspects to 
consider. More important is that one 
gets another kind of parliamentarian. 
One is not elected because of the 
choice of the party but also because 
of one's his personal qualities. Per
sonal trust will be more important 
and may strengthen the ties be
tween citizen and politician. The Sin
gle Transferable Vete system might 
be even more adequate. STV is 
deadly tor the parties but it leads to 
more independent parliamentarians. 
They have to go backtotheir consti
tuencies tor consultations. I have to 
emphasize that a constitutional re
form has no eternal value. One has 
to change regularly because systems 
are abused. Aftersome decennia one 
has to think about new reforms. Pure 
proportional representation was a 
necessary reform in 1917 but it isn't 
necessary in 1993. lt has led to cen
trism in all parties and this does nat 
allow real solutions tor existing pro
blems. In the United Kingdom pro
portional representation has become 
a necessity, and as long as it is ab-
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sent one sees that democracy in Bri
tain has vanished." 

Hos D66 a view on reeavering 
trust in polities? 

"Yes, decency. Citizens expect 
trom D66-politicians a more decent, 
clear and honest policy and beha
viour then trom other politicians. 
That has to be our standard." 

Wiltried Derlîsen en Constantijn 
Dolmans 

Jan VIs, 066-floorleader In 
the Dutch Senate (Foto: D66). 

·Tah~:;?~t:~~~,J~~~~:!:~~: 
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~"("·he beautiful city of Brugge 
r~ (Bruges) was the setting of a 
· discussion on one of the less 

beautiful aspects of the EC. Here 
members of the Jonge Democra
ten and of the Volksunie Jongeren 
(VUJO, Peoples' Union Youth) tal
ked about the EC's democratie 
character. While tourists wande
red around in the warm autumn 
sun, the members stayed inside to 
listen to lectures and talk polities. 

lt is well known that the EC does 
not deserve a prize for democracy. 
But there is a ditterenee between 
reading this in a newspaper or hea
ring an MEP (laak Vandemeulebrou
cke of the Volksunie) deciare: "We 
are a travelling circus". 

Jonge Democraten and VUJO 

The Volksunie is a member of the 
Rainbow Group in the European Par
liament: it considers itself as one of 
the regionalist parties. Though this 
might seem a little odd, contacts be
tween the JD and the VUJO have 
flourished for years. Behind the diffe
rent labels the two youth organiza
tions agree on quite a lot of politica! 
issues. Their ditterences make the 
contacts all the more valuable: they 
make us (JD) aware of what lies bey
ond states, and that states do not 
always have to forma unity as in The 
Netherlands. They make us see the 
positive aspects of regionalizing Eu
rope, which coincides perfectly with 
the principle of subsidiarity: bringing 
Europe closer to the people and the
reby making it more democratie, 
looking across national borders for 
co-operation and thereby uniting 
Europe. 

Forum discussion 

The zenith of the weekend was 
the forum discussion on Sunday 
morning. Among the participants 
were Michel Groothuizen, Internatio
nal Secretary of D66, and the above 
mentioned ]aak Vandemeulebrou
cke. Michel stated that he wanted to 
work on feasible ways of demoerati
zing Europe. Realistic steps instead 
of dreaming about big ideals. Whe
reupon ]aak replied: "lf we had not 
dreamt about Flanders 50 years ago, 
it wouldn't have existed today." 

In a last discussion just after the 
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Young Dutch 
and Flemish 

• v1ews on 
democracy 
in Europe 

forum, conclusions were drawn. The 
participants agreed to stop the trans
fer of competence to the European 
level until the EC has fulfilled the mi
nimum demands of becoming a pro
per democracy. The transparency of 
a government was one of the hot 
items. (As an example, a case was 
reported concerning a ,Belgian minis
ter. He had been told by his national 

parliament to do everything he 
could to prevent that a certain Euro
pean decision should be taken,. He 
went to the (closed) meeting of the 
Council of Ministers and returned 
saying that he could not help the 
decision being taken, because he 
had been in a minority position -
while later it turned out that he had 
been supporting the final decision 
inside the Council! This will stay a 
permanentand dreaded reminder.) 

The democratization of the EC, 
i.e. giving all the usual demoeratic 
rights to the EP, should be reached 
in the short term through the na
tional parliaments. These are cur
rently the only legitimate people's 

representations. 

Small changes 

Small changes for the better 
could even take place before the 
next elections, and if so, they could 
help the voters te become more 
acquainted with the idea of a united 
Europe and a true European gover
nment. For example, members of 
the European Commission could be 
elected from and by the Parliament. 
A vote for the ParHament would then 
have a clear goal, and the · voter 
could really see a result of his or her 
action. 

Before bigger steps have been 
taken to democratize the EC, admis
sion of new member states should 
noteven be discussed. 

In order to help the Central and 
Eastern European countries in their 
attempt to become affiliated mem
bers, the EC should make agree
ments with them on free trade and 
support them with the development 
of ecological technologies and a 
good and fair social security system. 

European Senate 

Finally the Council of Ministers 
should be transformed into a Euro
pean Senate, where proper represen
tation of the parts (peoples) of the 
community does not necessarily 
depend on the national states. For 
what is more demoeratic than let
ting the people themselves decide 
by which group they want to be 
represented on the European level? 

Dennis Hesseling and Suzanne Bakker 

Nederwiet for everyone? 
At the request of the Hungarian 
Party FIDESZ, IVSOM organized a 
seminar on Drug Poliey, which 
took place in Amsterdam trom 5 to 
9 september. 
The seminar was informed the parti
eipants on Dutch drug policy and, 
more important, the ideas behind it. 
lt purpose was also to see whether 
and how it would be possible to 
transpose this to Hungary, if so wis
hed of course. 

Is it possible to avoid all drug use, 
or is the use of drugs something a 
society will have to accept? lf so, 



drug policy would only have to be 
directed towards dealing with drug 
use and drug users. How should so- 1 
ciety deal with drug users, anyway? 
All participants agreed that the 
majority of problems with drug use 
and drug addicts is caused by the 
way society deals with drugs, i.e. it 
criminalizes the use. 

After a brief explanation of the 
Dutch system and the Dutch philos
ophy, most participants concluded 
that legalization of soft drugs is desi
rable. 

The second day of the seminar 
dealt with the more practical aspects 
of drug policy. lt included a visit to 
the Foundation for the Prevention of 
Drug Use (AIDA), a discussion with 
the police and a talk with the Coun
cil of Amsterdam-east, foliowed by a 
walk through the neighbourhood. 
Amsterdam-east is one of the parts 
of the city where there are a lot of 
problems caused by drug(s) use(rs). 

lt was concluded that in the fight 
against drugs, prevention is especial
ly important. This fight can go two 
ways: firstly, it can deal with the sup
ply side, and secondly, it can involve 
the demand side. lt is obvious that 
most governments concentrate on 
the fight against the drugs supply. lt 
was the apinion of all participants, 
that equal or even more attention 
should be paid to the demand side. 
Prevention is one of the main pillars 
of this policy. Another one is the 
health carefordrug addicts. 

In this respect, one of the more 
famous Dutch projects is the metha
don project. This involves the free 
supply of methadon to heroin ad
dicts. Methadon is a heroin-substitu
te, which by replacing heroin can 
help addicts to get off drugs. This 
project was much appreciated both 
by those carrying it out and the 
addicts. Even so, the city of Amster
dam is planning to withdraw most 
of the subsidies for this project... 

A representative from the 
Ministry of Welfare highlighted the 
current state of international co-ope
ration. Fortunately, there is a gro
wing interest in the results of the 
Dutch public health approach and in 
reduction of demand. Cities tend to 
exchange more information on their 
local problems and solutions. The 
Council of Europe is working on mo
re involvement of the eastern Euro
pean countries. A big conference on 
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drug policy recently held in Hungary 
was the first step in this process. 

in the final discussion on the con
clusions of the seminar, it turned out 
that information on and confronta
tion with the Dutch policy and the 
Dutch attitude had changed the ide
as of the participants. For example, 
the stepping stone theory (that the 
use of soft drugs will inevitably lead 
to the use of hard drugs) was found 
to be nonsense. Thus legalization of 
soft drugs was more acceptable and 
might be , even desirabie ! lt was 
pointed out that legalization should 
be accompanied by proper informa
tion to be spread widely. Concer
ning the Hungarian drug policy mo
re emphasis should be put on the 
reduction of demand side. 

Also, a policy should be develo
ped for those already addicted. 

International co-operation will 
make it possible for information and 
experience to be exchanged. The 
Dutch contribution to this should be 
a continuous fight for the preserva
tion of their own policy. More atten
tion should be given to the results of 
their health care approach. 

Suzanne Bakker 

First visit of D66 to the 
Baltic Stafes 
Until this summer the Baltic States 
were a blind spot for D66. The 
meeting of the executive commit
tee of the Liberal International (in 
which D66 has an observer status) 
in Tallinn on 9-10 July was the 
reason for a visit to two of the 
three Baltic States. 

Michel Groothuizen and Marjanne 
de l(waasteniet saw Estonia and La
tvia on five of the ten nice days of 
summer which are counted in these 
countries. They spoke with several 
politica! groups in Tallinn and Riga 
and concluded that these groups do 
not easily fall into the main catego
ries making up the politica! spectrum 
of the West. The politica! situation in 
both countries is still very fluid, parti
cularly in Latvia where the first parlia
mentary elections only took place in 

]une 1993. The process of party for
mation is in its initia! stage - in fact 
most politica! groups participated in 
the electionsas electoral groups or as 
part of an electoral alliance, i.e. wit
hout a proper programme and man
date . The situation in Estonia, which 
had elections in September last year, 
is more advanced. In both countries 
politica! parties are being or have 
been formed on the basis of the 
main socio-politica! contiiets of this 
moment. Economie reform and the 
position of the Russian minority are 
therefore key issues for the new 
Estonian and Latvian parties. Econo
mie liberalism, in the sense of a 
strong emphasis on a rapid transfor
mation towards a market economy, 
does not necessarily go tagether 
with a liberal position on the questi
on of minority rights. Hence the con
cept of liberalism as applied in the 
West is less useful for getting an in
sight in the politica! spectrum of the 
Baltic States. 

In Estonia Michel Groothuizen 
had a long discussion with mr. Rum
ma, chairman of the Estonian Liberal 
Demoeratic Party, and Minister of 
Education and Culture. Mr. Rummo 
clearly wanted to look beyond the 
immediate problems surrounding 
the bill on minority rights and the 
withdrawal of Russian troops. He be
lieves that the growing unemploy
ment, the difficult situation of old 
people living on small state pensions, 
the shortage of money to invest in 
better education and environmental 
degradation deserve the attention of 
the government too. 

Whereas the Liberal Democratie 
Party in Estonia is in government, in 
Latvia Liberals or Liberal Dernocrats 
are not a politica! farces of any signi
ficance. Michel Groothuizen and 
Marjanne de Kwaasteniet talked to 
representatives of three politica! 
groups, Latvian Way, Harmony for 
Economie Recovery and the De
mocratie Centre Party. Of these the 
last two seemed to be ciosest to the 
ideas of D66. Latvian Way is one of 
the governing parties, and is mainly 
formed by the establishment of the 
pre-independenee period. Moreover 
a number of ex-Latvians in exile be
long to this group. Groothuizen and 
De Kwaasteniet found that Latvian 
Way took a rather tough position on 
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Baltic stafes 
(article starts on page 7) 

the question of civic and politica! 
rights for the Russian minority. Har
mony for Economie Recovery and 
the Democratie Centre Party, howe
ver, take a much more moderate 
stance on the issue. They think that 
because 30% of the Latvian popu
lation (the Russians make up a little 
over a third of the inhabitants of Lat
via) was not allowed to vote in the 
]une elections this is something to 
worry about, and they look for ways 
to give this minority the same civi<; 
and politica! rights as the Latvians. 
The comments of Max van der Stoel, 
the High Commissioner for National 
Minorities, on the Estonian bill on 
minority rights were well known to 
them, and they asked the Latvian 
government, so far without success, 
to make these comments public in 
order that they could play a part in 
the Latvian debate on minority issu
es. Mr. Vulfson, a leading ]ewish in
tellectual of Harmony for Recovery, 
argued moreover in favour of a nor
malization of the relationship be
tween Latvia and Russia. The Russian 
troops of course have to go, but 
apart from that Latvia should have 
normal politica! and economie rela
tions with Russia, he said. 

The Democratie Centre Party ac
tually was the only politica! group 
which had held its faunding con
gress before the ]une elections. lts 
position is somewhere between that 
of Latvian Way and Harmony for Re
covery. 

Attention was very much focus
sed on the Russian minority issue du
ring the talks which Michel Groot-

D66 opens the doors of its new office 

The new office is bigger, more up 
to date, centrally situated in City of The 
Hague, with a view of the Royal Palace 
Gardens. The number of members as 

1 well as the departments are still incre-
1 

asing. That means a greater demand, 
more work for the party's various servi
ces: the PSVI, the SWB, the Bestuurders-

I 

vereniging (organization of local autho
rities) and the office of the Young De
mocrats. Last year several new staffl 
members were hired to satisfy this de-1 
mand. But werking conditions in thel 
old office were poer. I 

In the new office at the Noordwall 
in The Hague there is a sufficient num-1 
ber of rooms to accommodate all staff 

I members and volunteers. lt has the 
i additional advimtage of several large 
1 

meeting-rooms. This new office enables 
its accupants to do their work more 
efficiently. D66 is doing well in the pol
ls. There are high expectations for the 
coming elections. A substantial increase 
is quite possible. In the new D66 office 
building the board, staff and volunteers 
face the future with confidence. (P.N.) 

huizen and Marjanne de Kwaasteniet 
had with various people. The visit 
made also clear that the problem of 
the economie situation is just as ur
gent, and probably more difficult to 
solve. The splendour of Tallinn and 
Riga in summer time did not hide 
the poverty of many of its inhabi
tants. The Baltic States still have a 
long way to go. 

Marjanne de Kwaasteniet 
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Local elections 1994 

Three elections will be held in 
the Netherlands in 1994. In 

March all the local councils will be 
elected, foliowed by the election of 
the Second Chamber of parliament 
in May and the European Pariia
ment in june. 

D66 makes preparations to par
ticipate in this elections and to enlarge 
the D66 groups in local councils and 
the parliaments. The polls give D66 a 
good chance. 

In the coming three issues of Inter
national Quarterly attention will be 
focused on the elections. This issue 
deals mainly with topics concerning 
the local elections. Not only local po
liticians but also staff members of the 
parliamentary group and the delega
tion in the European Parliament were 
asked to contribute to this issue. 

A short introduction. The Kingdom 
of the Netherlands is divided into 12 
provinces and each of these provinces 
is divided in municipalities. Each mu
nicipality -trom the smal! Aardenburg 
(3.700 inhabitants) to Amsterdam 
(700.000 inhabitants) has the same 
administrative structure. The mayor is 
appointed by the Crown and the 
councillors are elected by popular vote 
leading to proportional representa
tion. The council elects two to six al
dermen. The aldermen and the mayor 
form the local executive. The munici
palities have many tasks and local 
government is quite autonomous. 

In this issue the contributors write 
on the possibilities for D66 to par
ticipate and introduce its ideas into 
this system. 

There are also contributions on 
local campaigning in Hungary and on 
the D66 Manifesto for the European 
Elections. 

The editor. 
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D66' s Aldermen 
A round table interview 

A 
t the last local elections 
D66 had good results. lt en
abled D66 in many muni

cipalities to participate in the local 
executive. At the last D66 con
gress Wiltried Derksen and Con
stantijn Dolmans had a round ta
bie interview with four aldermen: 
Ottie Drijber from Ommen, Hu
bert Fermina from Dordrecht, 
Paul Wessels from Gennep and 
Wim van der Ham from Alkmaar. 

0 66 hos a very clear apinion on 
open government on the local level. 
How do you deal with that at the local 
executive? 

Wim van der Ham: We can pro
mate our policy more and more. In 
april 1991 I joined the local council. 
I had the ambition to convert D66's 
ideals into facts. One collides with 
the local politica! and administrative 
culture. At present we have pro
mising polls and this has as a con
sequence that one listens more to 
the D66 representatives. Openness 
and distinctness are two of D66's 
ideals. We are in favour of clear 
communication with the citizens, to 
explain why some solutions are fa
voured and to listen to what opini
ons citizens have. In Alkmaar we 
didn't succeed in realizing admini
strative renewal. Personally I think 
the contents of policy are more im
portant than the instruments. We 
have made a modest start with re
newal. For example we divided the 
town into districts. We convened 
specia l sessions about each district 
and evaluated its problems. At such 

Hubert Fermina (D66 Dordrecht) 

a session it is easy for any citizen to 
communicate with the local execu
tive. 

D66 emphasizes that communi
cation implies taking into account 
the opinions which are expressed. 

Hubert Fermina: In the short pe
riod that we are now represented in 
the local executive in Dordrecht we 
were able to introduce an ombuds
man and realize better citizens' parti
cipation. The other aldermen accep
ted these typical D66 ideas. I emp-

Continue on page 2 
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Al derman 
( artiele starts 
on page 1) 

hasize these D66 to
pics. The way one 
works as D66 aider
man has to be repre
sentative of the ideas 

of the party: democratization, open
ness. lf you don't work in this way, 
you are working in the wrong direc
tion. Openness is the best way to 
work in polities. 

Ottie Drijber: I agree with Hu
bert. lt is the way you want to work 
which differs from the other parties. 
In a smal! community like Ommen 
the politica! differences are not so 
big. I introduced citizens' participa
tion on items where the citizens's 
participation is not obligatory. The 
problem of misunderstanding be
tween the parties about these ideas 
was not so large. There was more 
opposition from civil servants. They 
found it awkward. 

Paul Wessels: One would expect 
that in a municipality like Gennep in 
which D66 has a long executive tra
dition these themes would be more 
easy to realize. This is not true. We 
have to be very alert to emphasize 
our way of working. You have to 
study the way in which the civil ser
vants work. The christian-democra
tic influence is still strong (although 
the CDA is in the opposition) and the
re is a christian-democrat in an official 
position too: the appointed mayor. 
Our mayor disagrees with the way 
D66 wants to work and this gives 
problems. 

Even with this problem D66 suc
ceeded in realizing some reforms, 
e.g. the possibility for citizens to 
speak during sessions of (commit
tees of the) council and active infor
mation about the decisions the local 
executive has taken. 

Alkmaar has a so-ca/led purple 
coalition between the Labour Party, 
the VVD and D66. This is the caofition 
that D66 strives to farm after the 
national elections. What is your expe
rience with that farm of coalition. 

Wim van der Ham: You see a big 
difference between the politica! cul
ture of the Labour Party on the one 
hand and D66 and Green Left on 
the other hand. This leads to con
tliets with the other parties and the 
leading civil servants. lt is not enough 
if civil servants prepare a decision. 
The executive and the council have 
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Ottie Drijber (D66 Ommen) 

to steer the civil servants. 
We have a lot in common with 

the Green Left on environmental 
policy. We don't agree with them 
on decentralization. In Alkmaar the
re is a moderate branch of the con
servative Liberals (WD). This leads 
to a sound coalition. I cannot say 
that we need the WD in a coalition. 
But it is a good experiment which 
invites continuation. 

D66 is a relatively inexperienced 
party in executives. One sees that a 
D66 council/or becomes an olderman. 
After that one aften sees problems 
with the other council/ors. 

Wim van der Ham: My aider
manship is a consequence of such a 
situation. My predecessor had pro
blems with the D66 councillors. I 
have seen that we can learn from 

Paul Wessels (D66 Gennep) 

Photo 's: 066 

these situations to build up a good 
relationship between aldermen and 
councillors. We now have a good 
relationship built on mutual agree
ments. As alderman you have to 
bring in good arguments in the dis
cussion with the councillors. You 
cannot overrule them only by being 
the alderman. 

Hubert Fermina: Of course there 
are cities in which there was a lack 
of communication between the al
derman and the rank and file of the 
party. But I think it is easy to have 
good relations between the aider
man and the councillors. I strive to 
communicate well with the council
lors. I discuss the politica! topics 
with them. In that way I know if my 
position in the executive is suppor
ted by the councillors. 

Paul Wessels: I want to add that 
we have learned from the past. The 
crisis in the eighties at national level 
was a consequence of a difficult rela
tion between ministers and mem
bers of parliament. lt is important to 
realize that both the parliamentary 
party as well as the members of the 
executive (ministers and aldermen) 
should be responsible for a good re
lationship. Permanent deliberation 
and understanding are a necessity in 
a dualistic system. lt is also impor
tant to know when alderman and 
councillors disagree. Disagreement 
is possible but must not come as a 
surprise. 

Ottie Drijber: You learn on what 
points the party is very touchy. The
re you have to be able to communi
cate with each other. On other 
points one has to work on a basis of 
trust. 

Paul Wessels: lt is more difficult to 
communicate with the local branch. 

Ottie Drijber: I agree, this is often 
a result of a lack of information. 

Hubert Fermina: Another pro
blem is to explain to councillors that 
D66 is only one of the parties in the 
executive. In a coalition one has to 
make concessions. 

Do you think that it is possible to 
find enough new capable councillors. 
One expects electoral gains. 

Hubert Fermina: When we star
ted four years ago we succeeded in 
finding such persons, so why 
shouldn't we succeed in the future. 
We had four new councillors and a 



new alderman. We did our job. We 
asked members to join the meetings 
of the group, to support the coun
cillors. In this way we could train 
potential councillors. 

Ottie Drijber: We don't have less 
capable people than other parties. 
Our members are very individualis
tic, so they won't always agree. We 
don't have the same party-discipline 
as other parties. I think discussions 
in our party are very important 
because they lead to better deci
sions. 

Hubert Fermina: Sametimes we 
have to many capable people. They 
all think that they know better and 
aften they do. 

Paul Wessels: Our own members 
can be more difficult for us than the 
opposition. I think it won't be a pro
blem in the municipalities in which 
we are represented. In the munici
palities, in which we participate for 
the first time, there will be more 
risks. You need a strong local branch 
to participate in the local elections. 
We have advised branches which 
are toa smal! nat to participate. The
reby they avoid the risk of failures in 
the councils, even if they might win 
seats easily. 

In the last months we read more 
about corruption and crimina/ infiltra
tion in polities. Do you notice corrup
tion in you municipality? 

Wim van der Ham: I don't have 
indications that there is corruption 
in Alkmaar. You never can be sure. A 
town like Alkmaar would be of inte
rest for criminals to infiltrate, to 
bribe civil servants. I don't have indi
cations, but one needs to do 
research on this problem. Especially 
one needs to check objectivity when 
there are public tenders and to 
investigate land speculation. Are 
there leaks in the administration? 

Paul Wessels: Especially in the 
case of tenders we have changed 
some rules. One needs public ten
ders. This was seen by some civil ser
vants as distrust, which it isn't. We 
also want civil servants to report on 
their other jobs and functions. 

Hubert Fermina: One always has 
to be open about what you do. In 
the executive in Dordrecht every 
alderman reports if he was invited 
by a company or an organization 
and what was discussed at mee-

D66 International Quarterly 
DECEMBER 1993 • PAGE 3 

tings. This is self-protection. 
Ottie Drijber: As alderman you 

have to be very careful. You should 
know that you have to account for 
what you do. lt's very important to 
avoid anything that could give a 
wrong impression. The citizens fol
low the example of the aldermen. 

lt is nat only money which plays 
an role, also the system of 'one 
good turn deserves another' is dan
gerous. We have to get more insight 
into these kind of practices. 

Gennep: stronghold of D66 
Gennep is a smal! town with 

17.000 inhabitants in the south-east 

Wim van der Ham (D66 Alkmaar) 

of the Netherlands. Since the seven
ties Gennep has been a stronghold 
of D66: with circa 25 % of the vo
tes. D66 is represented in the coun
cil since 1970. In 1982 D66 became 
the largest party with 4 out of 1 7 
councillors: D66 gat one vote more 
than the christian-democrats. 

When D66 was facing a crisis it 
still had a good position in Gennep. 
The local branch could even 
stimulate D66 in the City of Nijme
gen (± 150.000 inhabitants) and 
other southern regions to continue 
its work. 

Even in the eighties, when the 
party was decimated, the D66-bran
ch of Gennep retained their 4 coun
cillors. With councillors from other 
municipalities they were able to 
convince Hans van Mierlo to beco
me leaderfora second time. 

D66 has still 4 councillors and 

farms since 1990 a coalition with the 
Labour Party and a local party. Be
tween 1982 and 1 990 D66 formed 
a coalition with christian-democrats 
and a local party. Since 1988 Paul 
Wessels is D66's alderman of Gen
nep. 

Dordrecht: an alderman since 1990 
Dordrecht is an industrial town 

near Rotterdam with 11 0.000 inha
bitants. lt has always been a poor 
city dominated by socialists. D66 
was a smal! party in Dordrecht with 
0 to 2 councillors. In 1990 D66 gat 
6 out of 39 councillors and now 
farms a coalition with the Labour 
Party, the conservative Liberals 
(WD), and the Green Left. Although 
D66 was against a new refuse dump 
harbour for Dordrecht, it had to 
accept the realization of the new 
harbour. However, it was able to 
specify the conditions: security and 
care for the environment. Since 
1990 Hubert Fermina is D66's aider
man of Dordrecht. 

Ommen: with the protestants 
Ommen is an agricultural muni

cipality with 18.000 inhabitants in 
the east of the Netherlands, domi
nated by christian-democrats. For a 
long time D66 had only one out of 
1 7 councillors. D66 has now 2 coun
cillors and is part of a coalition with 
christian-democrats and protestants 
(GPV). Originally the Labour Party 
had also an alderman but the party 
left the coalition. The GPV replaced 
the Labour Party. Since 1990 Ottie 
Drijber is D66's alderman of Om
men. 

Alkmaar: 'purple coalition' 
Alkmaar is a town in the narth

west of the Netherlands. D66 has 
now 6 out of 37 councillors. D66 is 
part of a purple coalition with the 
Labour Party, the conservative Liber
als and the Green Left. D66 is repre
sented in the executive since 1990. 
Since 1991 Wim van der Ham is 
D66's alderman of Alkmaar. 

WiJfried Derksen and Constantijn 
Dolmans 



Three elections in a row in the 
Netherlands in 1994, begin
ning with the local elections 

in March and ending with the 
European elections in june. Unre
lated elections for unrelated levels 
of government? Formerly per
haps, but not any more. To begin 
with, the Treaty of Maastricht di
rectly affects local elections. Sub
ject to detailed arrangements 
which the Council of Ministers has 
to adopt before the end of next 
year, every citizen of the Europe
an Union residing in a memher 
state other than his own will have 
the right to vote and to be a can
didate at municipal elections (and 
in elections to the European Par
liament) in the memher state in 
which he resides. 

But there is more than a formal 
reason why local and European 
levels of government are no langer 
unrelated. There is a growing aware
ness that Europe is becoming a reali
ty. Officials at all levels of go
vernment are beginning to realize 
that another level, which also pro
duces legislation, is coming into 
existence in Brussels. However, this 
realization still remains somewhat 
vague, both among citizens and 
among officials. They find it difficult 
to figure out how this will affect 
them. 

European legislation 

lt is in fact true that the conse
quences of European integration for 
local governments are not easily 
identifiable in any specific sense. 
Even the specialists in this area can 
only establish that generally spea
king there will be more legislation 
with a European origin. At the mo
ment, an estimated 30 % of national 
legislation in the Netherlands is ba
sed on European legislation, and this 
percentage is expected to rise sub
stantially in the (not too distant) fu
ture. 

So far, involvement of local 
government in European policy has 
largely been restricted to a modest 
role with respect to projects funded 
from the European structural funds 
(esp. the Social Fund and the 
Regional Development Fund). Pro
bably, the European Community 
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Local government 
and Europe: 

NO LONGER 
FAR APART 

would be filed under "S", for "subsi
dies". 

lmplementation 

A relatively new development, 
which will become more frequent, is 
that local governments are directly 
faced with European legislation, 
bath as object and as executor of 
rules. A case in point are the Euro
pean directives on public procure
ment, which in principle make pu
blic tenders for government con
tracts obligatory. Here local gover
nments are the object of EC-rules. 
But they will also increasingly have a 
role to play in the implementation 
(or transposition) of European direc
tives into national legislation, espe
cially of course where the latter has 
been decentralized. An example of 
this will no doubt be the policy for
mulated by the European Commu
nity on the storage, processing and 
transport of waste and waste pro
ducts. 

Local governments are also af
fected by the implications of Euro
pean integration in areas where they 
are confronted with the consequen
ces of developments at a European 
level. The entire process of the Sing
le Market is itself the best illustration 
of this point. Local governments 
have to give a great deal more con
sideration to their competitive posi
tion, now that the proteetion of the 
frontiers is disappearing. When this 
impHeation first started to dawn on 
authorities, a mild panic could 
sametimes be noticed. By now, it 
has all become more familiar, and 
the early apprehensions about the 

risks and dangers have given way to 
an increasingly keen eye for the 
challenges and opportunities invol
ved in the European Single Market. 

Migration 

Another area where local gover
nments are faced with the conse
quences of European developments 
is that of migration. There is a clear 
need for a common European asy
lurn and immigration policy and a 
common policy with respect to third 
country nationals. Local govern
ments are also affected by these 
policies. Their position should there
fore be taken into account in the 
tormulation of European policy in 
these areas, as well as in other areas 
where local governments are affec
ted, either directly or indirectly. 

For this purpose, the Treaty on 
European Union, which came into 
force on 1 November, sets up the 
Committee of the Regions as an 
advisory body to the Council and 
the Commission. Consultation of the 
Committee by the Council or the 
Commission is nat mandatory across 
the board. This has provoked some 
criticism. However, I doubt whether 
this is justified. lnfluence is not ach
ieved by establishing mandatory 
consultation. This is, after all, nat 
about symbolism. What counts is 
whether the Committee's advice will 
be listened to, in areas where local 
and regional governments feel that 
an advice is appropriate and signifi
cant. 

The decisive factor will be the 
quality of the advice. In the end, this 
will require the development of a 
European attitude on the part of 
local authorities and officials (not 
just on the part of their representati
ves in the Committee). When quali
ty is high, and based on a solid 
knowledge of the areas in question, 
the European level of government 
will not be able to ignore the views 
of local and regional governments. 

Arjen Bouter, EP-correspondent 
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D66 Manifesto 
for the Europeon 
elections finalized 

0 n 30 and 31 October D66 
held its first two days na
tional conference. There 

were two main topics for discus
sion: immigration and the mani
festa for the European elections. 
The new concept for the national 
conference (in the past national 
conferences lasted only a day) al
lowed for a thorough debate on 
the European manifesto. The ge
nera! impression was that most of 
the participants enjoyed the fact 
that they could not only vote for 
the amendments but also that 
they had the possibility of discus
sing them in detail. In the mor
ning of the second day parts of 
the draft manifesto were looked 
at in parallel sessions, while the 
afternoon was used for a debate 
on the most important issues in 
the plenary session. 

Around 120 amendments had 
been proposed, which clearly shows 
that D66 remains an European min
ded party. Despite a lot of talking 
about Euro-pessimism the manifesto 
for the European elections apparent
ly inspired many local and regional 
sections of D66 to contribute to the 
national debate. Special mention 
should be made here of the Brussels
section of D66 which -as usual when 
it concerns European matters- had 
been particularly active . 

What were the amendments to 
the draft manifesto about (for a dis
cussion of the draft manifesto see 
also IQ volume 2, issue 3, October 
1993). Quite a few proposed clarifi
cations and improvements of the 
chapter on the environmental policy 
of the European Union were given. 
lt was feit that the concept of sustai
nabie development is used too easily 
and that more precise definitions are 
needed. Another topic which was 
discussed in detail was the relations
hip of the European Union with the 
countries of Central Europe. The 
draft manifesto stated that negotia-
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Photo below: congress in action 

tions with the Central European 
countries that wish to become a 
member of the Community should 
start as soon as the EFTA-countries, 
with which negotiations are under 
way at this moment, have entered 
the Union. Moreover the draft mani
festa said that these countries could 
become integrated in Western secu
rity organizations as soon as certain 
politica! requirements are fulfilled. 
The integration in Western security 
organizations raised the question 
whether this would bring more sta
bility or, on the contrary, destabilize 
the situation in Central Europe 
because of the possibility of an 
adverse reaction of Russia. Other 
proposed amendments concerned 
the degree of involvement of the 
Central European countries in EU 
policy making befare their entering 
into the Union. With regard to the 
chapter on Central and Eastern Eu
rope most of the text of the draft 
was maintained, however. 

lf one is familiar with D66 one 
should not be surprised that the dis
cussion in the plenary session focu
sed on (the lack of) demoeratic con
trol in the European Union. The pro
posal to enlarge the role of the 

national parliament by letting pariia
ment formulate binding mandates 
for the ministers who negotiate in 
the Council (the 'Danish model') 
was rejected. However, the idea that 
all EU citizens should be able to 

express their op1n1on on future 
amendments to the Treaty in a refe
rendum received overwhelming 
support. The fact was recognized 
that the referenda in Denmark and 
France endangered the successful 
ratification of the Treaty of Maast
richt. The majority of the partici
pants of the national conference 
nevertheless considered the referen
dum to be an important instrument 
to abolish the 'democratie deficit' 
which presently exists at the Europe
an level of decision making. 

Marjanne de Kwaasteniet, memher 
Manifesto Committee 

Adress changes and inquiries 

Adress changes and iquiries 
should be mailed to: 

•D66 International Quarterly 

•Van Oldenbarneveldstraat 106 

•3862 SJ Nijkerk 

•The Netherlands 



IVSOM and local cam
paigning in Hungary 
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N ot only in Dutch politics but also in Hungarian politics two topics 
are in the focus of attention: the bad economie situation and the 

high rate of unemployment. As in the Netherlands the parliamentary 
elections will take place inthespring of 1994. D66 maintains close con
tacts with two of the most important opposition parties; the Alliance of 
Free Dernocrats (SzDSz) and the Alliance of Young Dernocrats (FIDESZ). 
In this artiele I outline the way the IVSOM foundation supported the 
SzDSz local campaign teams. 
In short sarnething about the SzDSz. The party was founded in Novem
ber 1988 as the successar to the, quite loosely organized, opposition 
movement. The first tree elections turned out to be a success. With 96 
seats in the parHament SzDSz became the second party, but stayed out 
of the government. Being in the opposition went by trial and error. 

Representatives of D66 meeting the SzDSz 

The "economie shock-therapy" 
deterred a lot of vaters and the Free 
Dernocrats suffered from the anti
semitic insults from extreme right
wing members of the governing 
MOF party. The run-up to the elec
tions was dominated by who had 
the best presentation and nat by 
politica! issues. 

SzDSz asked IVSOM to organize 
in the run up to the national elec
tions a seminar on campaign strate
gy on the local level. The prepara
tions for this seminar took mainly 
place in the Netherlands. A close 
contact was established from the 
beginning with lmre Baranyi, the 
national supervisor of the local cam
paign teams. The last part of the 
preparations took place in Budapest 
which made it possible, just befare 
the seminar, to comply with the wis
hes of SzDSz as well as possible and 
to adjust the seminar to up-to-the
minute politica! developments. For 
example two days befare the begin
ning of the seminar a rival politica! 
party printed a cartoon in one of the 
newspapers in which some of the 

SzDSz-leaders where shown as far
mer communists. Actions like this 
can do a party, in a country where 
nearly no one takes the trouble of 
being really interested in the ideas 
of a party, a lot of harm. For that 
reason much attention during the 
seminar was paid to the question of 
"how to react to negative campaig
ning". In other wordshow to react if 
campaigning is threatened to esca
late by throwing mud at each other, 
sarnething SzDSz objects to very 
much. The seminar had two sessions 
each lasting two days, which took 
place in Veszprem (for the campaig
ning teams from the western dis
tricts) and in Szolnok (for the cam
paigning teams in eastern districts). 
The emphasis during these two days 
was put on campaign strategy but 
also some attention was put on the 
subjects of organization and media. 

In order to guarantee free activity 
of the participants, tasks were for
mulated -related to a model of cam
paigning- on the topics strategy, or
ganization and media. These tasks 
made it possible for the participants 

to think for themselves in a structu
red way about the weaknesses, 
strength, possibilities and threats 
(from other parties) related to these 
topics. In this way the participants 
could learn about the different phases 
of campaigning and learned at the 
sametime to campaign themselves. 

During the seminar the partici
pants were divided in groups. Each 
group was given some tasks on a 
certain subject and afterwards all the 
results were discussed with all the 
participants. After finishing the 
given tasks a plenary discussion fol
Iowed on that topic. For example 
regarding the topic of strategy, 
three tasks were formed about elec
tion themes, target groups and 
style/slogan. After that a discussion 
foliowed on which strategy should 
be chosen: what do we want, which 
kind of style and for whom? The 
outcome formed the first step for 
formulating a strategy. All the parti
eipants appreciated greatly this 
thought-exercise. Also the politically 
less-experienced members of SzDSz 
could deal quite well with the model 
used at the conference. 

lmre Baranyi and his staff appre
ciated the support given by D66. At 
the and of the conference informal 
exchanges of ideas were held about 
the possibilities of future joint 
schooling programmes. 

Harry Linde, IVSOM volunteer 

New JD logo 
At their last congress on 6 and 7 

November the jonge Democraten 
have chosen a new logo for their 
organization. Out of three designs and 
the old logo the congress voted 
(through the single transferable vote 
system) in favour of the design by 
Laurens van Kol. The logo has a blue
turquoise colour and a slogan which 
in English means: Young Democrats -
Freethinking-Democratic Youth Orga
nization. 

JONGE DEMOCRATEN 1 

VRIJZJNNIG·DEMOCRATISCHE JONGERENORGANISATIE 

I 
_I -----------

__j 
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D66 and local government 
Decentralization is a leading principle tor the attitude of D66 towards 

the regional and local authorities. Public duties have to be tultilled 
at the lowest level possible, as close to the citizens as possible. In local 
communities and cities it is easier to involve people, to have more parti
cipation. On that level it is easier to monitor the representatives. The 
democratie principle can have full play there. 

Especially in the sixties and 
seventies, as the welfare state was 
built up, the central government has 
taken over a lot of res-ponsibilities of 
local government. At the end of the 
seventies there was a growing awa
reness of the fact that centralization 
had gone toa far. Central gover
nment had reached its bounds. This 
awareness was the beginning of a 
policy of decentralization. 

Decentralization of poverty 

But decentralization has aften 
been used as a means to cut back in 
government expenditures. This was 
aften called "decentralization of po
verty". D66 always took the line that 
decentralization can nat be synony
mous with cut-backs in government 
expenditures. Every time responsibi
lities are delegated to local authori
ties they have to get a braader 
scope for policy making and sufti
eient financial means. 

The Kingdom of the Netherlands 
is a decentralized unitary state. The 
internal administration in the Neth
erlands is made up of local commu
nities, provinces and central gover
nment. In the past decades we have 
seen a development towards a con
centration of public responsibilities 
on a level in between local authori
ties and provinces. To look after 
those tasks there are is massive 
number of collaborations between 
local authorities. An important dis
advantage of those constructions is 
that they have little demoeratic legi
timization. On top of that central 
government has constituted num
bers of functional regions for which 
there is no adequate administration
al level. Especially for the regional 
police this is a great concern. 

Besides those problems there is 

the issue of the administrative struc
ture of the metropolitan areas. Espe
cially for the four largest cities 
(Amsterdam, Rotterdam, The Ha
gue, Utrecht) one can speak of a 
strong interdependence between 
the city and the surrounding com
munities. lt is certain that a number 
of important government duties, 
such as environmental planning and 
economie development have to be 
performed at the level of the metro
politan area as a whole, and no lan
ger by every local authority by itself. 

D66 takes the view that in those 
metropolitan areas there has to be 
realized as soon as possible a directly 
elected regional administration. The 
provinces have to make way for 
those new regional authorities. 

But nat only in the metropolitan 
area's, but everywhere there is a 
necessity to have an administration
al reform and to farm new regional 
authorities instead of the existing 
provinces. In this way one may get 
rid of the crazy quilt of collabora
tions of local authorities and func
tional regions. But every region has 
its own problems. Therefore diffe
rentiation in tasks and temporization 
are required. 

Direct elections of the mayor 

Unlike most of his European col
leagues the Dutch mayor is still 
appointed by the Crown. The same 
goes for the Commissioner of the 
Crown, who heads the provincial 
executive. D66 takes the view that 
citizens have to be able to elect their 
own mayor. 

Direct election of the mayor will 
yield a completely different local 
way of government. Now there is a 
manistic administration at the local 
level. With an elected mayor this will 

become more dualistic Mayor and 
Alderman will become the executive 
power and the local council will 
have cantrolling power. 

The Commissioner of the Crown 
and the future head of the regional 
executives also will have to be elec
ted directly. 

Lack of directness 

Dutch democracy lacks direct
ness. Therefore D66 wants to intro
duce more direct elements. This 
should be done without darnaging 
the representative character of our 
democracy but as an addition to 
strengthen it. 

A referendum is one of those ele
ments. But the Dutch constitution 
stands in the way. lt forbids holding 
a decisive referendum. D66 wants to 
change this by introducing a decisi
ve corrective referendum on local, 
provincial and national level. 

lngrid van Engelshoven 
staff memher of the parliamentary 

D66 group 

The municipality in 
progress 
The nineties will be characterized 
by changes in the municipality: 
the unitkation of Europe, interna
tionalizing, regional developments 
and forms of cooperation with pri
vate organizations. 

Consequently the councils will 
have to focus more on the main 
issues of policy making. In discus
sions on the vital tasks it is conside
red which tasks should or should nat 
be performed by the government. 
The need for a flexible, integrally di
rected government is growing. 

Administrative renewal 

D66 has made a central issue of 
the administrative renewal when 
negotiating for the new board of 
aldermen after the elections in 1990. 
Administrative renewal is understood 
by us as an optima! relation between 
citizen and government with an em-

Continue on page 8. 
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(article starts on page 7) 

phasis on the demoeratic functio
ning. D66 names as tools to reach 
this goal i.a. referenda, city polls and 
-panels. 

Furthermore, the regionalization, 
the formation of a directly elected 
regional executive, is, within the sco
pe of administrative renewal a major 
development in many areas around 
the large cities. At this time the local 
executives cooperate as an exten
ded local government as laid down 
in the 'wet gemeenschappelijke re
gelingen'. 

lt is D66's opinion that these re
gional executives need to be directly 
elected as soon as possible in order 
to be recognized by the public. 

At the same time there is a deve-
- lopment towards a better and more 

direct way of working in the citydis
tricts: one desk for the public where 
services of the municipality are in
tegrally executed. This calls fora fine 
tuning within the municipal hierar
chy as well. 

Municipalities and the 
private sector 

In the last decade a change in at
titude between the municipalities 
and the private sector has taken pla
ce. The municipalities had to re-eva
luate their relations with trade and 
industry because of economizing 
and a tighter financial framework. 
One of the consequences is a tend
ency toward the execution of large 
projects in cooperation with private 
companies, e.g. the 1]-banks in Am
sterdam, the 'Head-of-South' in Rot
terdam and the Utrecht City Project 
in Utrecht. 

D66 is in favour of these deve
lopments but at the same time ack
nowledges that the process won't 

be an easy one because of the many 
interests at stake and the large 
amounts of money involved. The 
government should shape its role 
within this process very carefully, as 
a partner, but at same time guard its 
public duty and prevent that the 
risks come to lie solely with her. 

New rites 

D66 is characterized by its attitu
des in and towards polities, its hand
ling of power. In the larger cities in 
particukar the behaviour of the par
ties in power sametimes resembles 
that of old-fashioned trustees. This 
attitude has evoked a good deal of 
criticism and was in part responsible 
for the loss of confidence by the 
public in polities. A politica! crisis oc
curred in Utrecht at the end of 1992 
in which the last convulsions of this 
feudal system showed themselves. 
In a politica! conflict D66 did not 
want to subject itself to this way of 
working and was therefore expelled 
from office. All parties concerned 
now express their regrets. 

To the future together with D66 

D66 has become a significant 
party in the municipalities. Because 
of its growth D66 has produced a 
considerable amount of well-trained 
politicians, which the other parties 
take well into consideration. The ad
ministrative renewal, the way to 
handle power, the process of demo
cratization, demonstrate that in ma
ny councils the rites of office are 
changing and that many of the 
ideas of D66 are incorporated. 

D66 has thus become indispen
sable. 

Nicky van 't Riet, Councillor in 
Utrecht 
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